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State Board Updates 

 July 2018  
If you are no longer President or on your local League board, please forward this 

to the appropriate board member – and be sure that your League has submitted 

the changes in your board to the state office.  
 

Local League To Do’s (email: lwvny@lwvny.org or call 518-465-4162) 
 Organize a group of members to help staff the table at the NYS Fair (email 

Jennifer@lwvny.org) 

 Complete and return the Youth Programs Survey by August 14(see attached). 
 

President’s Report: Dare Thompson, darethompson@gmail.com 
So much for those lazy, hazy days of summer we used to know!  If your local League is like 

mine, you are having a surge of interest in the critical work we do that you haven't seen for years, 

maybe ever. Voter registration, candidate events, forums on immigration and other hot topics, and 

more are keeping us scrambling to keep up. Suddenly the new LWVUS mission statement - 

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy - seems to have been written just for today. 

 

I was at Seneca Falls this past weekend for the annual celebration of the event that happened 

SEVENTEEN decades ago and kicked off the women's suffrage movement. The reading of the 

Declaration of Sentiments that dared to say that "all men AND WOMEN were created equal" was 

almost dismissed by the crowd had not Frederick Douglass – a newly-free 30-year-old black man with 

a best-selling autobiography to his name – stood up in support of Elizabeth Cady Stanton's bold 

statement. It also would not have happened if Lucretia Coffin Mott, the very prominent Quaker from 

Nantucket and Philadelphia, were not among those who helped Stanton write and present it. 

 

To see and hear ‘Elizabeth” (Melinda Grube), “Frederick” (Nathan 

Richardson) and “Lucretia” (Renee Noelle Felice) converse in such detail 

about that day and the complicated years to follow, in the exact spot where 

the Declaration was read, made me think how badly we need such people 

of courage and persistence now. How different they were - a woman who 

was remarkably privileged except for her gender, a man who was only 

recently a slave, and a woman who’d spent her early years primarily 

among Quakers and Native Americans. People of such different life paths 

and strong wills were bound to have their conflicts. But they were totally 

united in their commitment to human rights and to the hard work that 

achieving these would entail. Through the long struggle there was considerable pain and despair, but 

they pushed and pulled one another forward. 
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 Many other people pushing and pulling have not made it into the history books but they are no 

less a vital part of history. These years are particularly historic as well, with so much at stake. We need 

to look into ourselves and all around us and find the courage and persistence that our times require and 

remember that our mentors didn’t find it easy. They did it anyway because they absolutely knew how 

right they were and how badly their work was needed. And we know that too. Good luck to all of us as 

we move forward into history empowering voters and defending democracy! 

 

Executive Director: Laura Ladd Bierman, Laura@lwvny.org 
2018 State Council 

Attached please find a paper copy of the 2018 Council Report. The Council meeting was held at the 

state office on June 7, 2018, at which time the proxy votes were counted and the 2018-19 State League 

Budget was approved. Thank you to all who participated and share the Council Report as it provides a 

good summary of the activities, accomplishments and disappointments of the state League during this 

past year. 

 

State Fair 

The state League has once again secured an exhibit space at the New York State Fair to register voters 

and provide voting information! In 2016 we registered nearly 1,000 voters and assisted thousands more 

by distributing voter education materials and absentee ballot applications. This year we want to beat 

that record and help even more voters get registered! 

 

The State Fair is held in Syracuse from August 22 through September 3 and is open every day 

from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm. Our exhibit is in a building (with air-conditioning) - not outside. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO STAFF THE TABLE FOR AS MUCH OF THE TIME AS 

POSSIBLE! 

 

We will provide entrance passes and parking passes for the days that you're willing to work. We just 

need people to staff the table - even for one day! How about organizing a group of your members to 

come to the Fair for a day – you can share your time at the League table and enjoy other fair activities! 

It can become your “local League day at the state fair.” 

 

As an inducement, here’s the concert schedule – you can see them while you’re at the Fair: 
●             Mir Fontaine, at 4 p.m. Wednesday, August 22 

●             Blondie, at 8 p.m. Wednesday, August 22 

●             Dave Mason & Steve Cropper, at 2 p.m. Thursday, August 23 

●             The Tedeschi Trucks Band, at 8 p.m. Thursday, August 23 

●             Rayvn Lenae, at 2 p.m. Friday, August 24 

●             Ludacris, at 8 p.m. Friday, August 24 

●             LIVE, at 2 p.m. Saturday, August 25 

●             Counting Crows, at 8 p.m. Saturday, August 25 

●             Jackyl, at 2 p.m. Sunday, August 26 

●             Hunter Hayes, at 8 p.m. Sunday, August 26 

●             Peter Noone of Herman’s Hermits, at 2 p.m. Monday, August 27 

●             Smokey Robinson, at 8 p.m. Monday, August 27 

●             The Temptations, at 2 p.m. Tuesday, August 28 

●             Dickey Betts, at 8 p.m. Tuesday, August 28 

●             Moriah Formica, at 2 p.m. Wednesday, August 29 
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●             Lil Yachty, at 8 p.m. Wednesday, August 29 

●             Jukin’ Bone, at 2 p.m. Thursday, August 30 

●             Hanson, at 8 p.m. Thursday, August 30 

●             The Spirit of Johnny Cash featuring Harold Ford, at 2 p.m. Friday, August 31 

●             Big & Rich, at 8 p.m. Friday, August 31 

●             Collective Soul, at 2 p.m. Saturday, September 1 

●             ZZ Top, at 8 p.m. Saturday, September 1 

●             Brownskin Band + Joe Driscoll. At 2 p.m. Sunday, September 2 

●             A Boogie Wit Da Hoodie, at 8 p.m. Sunday, September 2 

●             Maren Morris, at 1 p.m. Monday, September 3 

●             Niall Horan, at 6 p.m. Monday, September 3 

 
Adopt Technology to Reach out to Your Members When Looking for Volunteers 

Are you reaching out to the same people in your league to help with filling volunteer needs?  Are you 

still calling people to try to find volunteers?  Do you find yourself calling on the same people because 

you know who has helped in the past?  There may be members of your local league who are willing to 

volunteer but are not connected with the organizers of the various league events. 

 

There is an easy-to-use tool available on the web at www.signupgenius.com that could be a tool that 

will increase your volunteer pool and save time for the event organizers.  Signup genius allows you to 

create a signup sheet that can be tailored to suit your needs for a single event or for multiple 

events.  You can be specific about where the event will occur, what single time slot or multiple time 

slots need to be filled, and how many volunteers are needed in each time slot.  In addition, you can 

modify your specifications even after the signup is “live” and decide whether to send out a notice of 

the modifications to those who have signed up or to your entire population. 

 

Now, the organizer of your events can have real time information on who is signed up and where there 

are resource gaps.  In addition, the tool will send reminders to volunteers prior to the event:  you 

choose the number of days prior to the event for the reminder email to be sent. 

 

The Rochester league has used the tool for the last year and seen an increase in the number of people 

volunteering at voter registration events.  The tool has also alleviated the workload for the Voter 

Registration Coordinator and allowed her to work on organizing more events. 

 

If you have experience using software tools, this tool will not take long to learn.  Oh, and by the way, 

the standard tool functionality is FREE!  

 

If you would like to see an example of a Signup Genius worksheet or would like to discuss the tool 

further, I am happy to work with you.  My name is Kim Byers and I am the Volunteer Coordinator for 

the Rochester chapter of LWV.  You can reach out to me at lwv.roc.volunteer@gmail.com or 585-978-

1077. 

 

Voter Services: Judie Gorenstein, judiel728@aol.com 
As  Leagues having been getting more requests than ever to do voter registration drives and as it is more 

important than ever that we maintain our high standards as being the experts, LWVNY will be putting together a 

tool kit for holding these drives. Although this is not yet complete, attached are some very important materials 

you can use.  Besides the “how to complete a voter registration form,” a Voter Registration Fact Sheet, and a 

resource sheet with important deadlines for this year, there  is also a  template for signage that includes our 

http://www.signupgenius.com/
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nonpartisan policy and a Reminder to Vote Sign-Up card. Last year’s voter service surveys indicated that while 

Leagues were diligent in registering voters, they were not as successful in getting out the 

vote. Research suggests that reminders sent to first time voters, preferably three, increases the probabality that 

the person who registered will be a voter.  As your voter service committee plans the drives, it is important to 

plan your strategy to get out the vote. 

 

The final edits of Road to The Voting Booth Part II are being completed and this up-to-date version, including  a 

tool kit for candidate events, will be emailed to all presidents and voter service chairs.  We have taken into 

account your questions and comments throughout the past year and believe this edited version will be helpful 

and answer many of your questions as you plan for this year and future candidate events.  After hearing some 

concerns from Leagues regarding the Essentials for Candidate Events, we modified the criteria for moderator 

needing to live outside of the election district and how to handle this when that is not possible. 

 

Within the next two weeks, all presidents and voter service chairs will also be receiving a tookkit and essentials 

for implementing voter registration drives.  We know you are all busy and working hard to maintain are gold 

standard and believe the tool kits and essentials will assist you.  Together we can and we will meet our goals. 

 

LWV of Huntington has partnered with the local libraries to conduct voter registration drives. See the publicity 

they’ve received in the attached flyer and press release. 

 

National Voter Registration Day is September 25, 2018. Make sure you register your local League as a 

partner – and start planning events and registration drives for that day! Click here to register. 

 

Legislative Director: Jennifer Wilson, Jennifer@lwvny.org 
Legislative Wrap-Up with Social Media Stats 
The legislative session has ended and as expected, the Legislature failed to pass any of the progressive reforms 

we had advocated for. We weren't the only group scorned by the Assembly and Senate; very few issues were 

able to be resolved before the two-houses gaveled out on June 20th. 

Election law reforms, single payer health care, the Reproductive Health Act, the Contraceptive Coverage Act, 

and closure of the LLC loophole all passed in the Assembly but were not taken up by the Senate. Our two 

priority anti-corruption bills, the Database of Deals and Procurement Integrity Act, were passed by the Senate 

but not the Assembly. 

The legislature did manage to pass an opioid take back program, implementation of a Prosecutorial 

accountability office, a mandate for feminine hygiene products to be available for all female inmates, and 

tougher laws on ticket scalpers.   

It was a difficult year for all advocates. Between the Senate stalemate and the fear of looming state primaries for 

nearly all sitting members, it seemed the Legislature was afraid to vote on any meaningful reforms that could 

hurt their reelection bid. 

Constant Contact Emails: 

 We sent out a total of 24 Weekly Session Updates each Friday of the legislative session.  

 The average open rate was 41.86% (the national average open rate for an organization is 12%).  

 The emails were sent to an average of 2,735 members per week (number varies based on Database 

updates). 

 A total of 54 members unsubscribed over the 6 month period.  

 Our average unique open rate was 924 (that is the total number of people who opened the email – this 

does not account for multiple opens by a single person). 

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/partner-sign-up/
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 Our best performing email was the email after the special election. 1,043 members opened this email. 

Oddly enough, 5 members unsubscribed after reading that email.  

Conference Calls: 

Over the course of session the state League hosted three calls related to advocacy. 

 We held the first call on the budget on February 13th – a total of 30 members joined the call. 

 We held a call on March 20th on advocacy and the Governor’s Executive order on restoration of voting 

rights for parolees – 36 members joined the call.  

 We held our second call on May 8th on continued advocacy efforts after Advocacy Day – 23 members 

joined the call. 

Facebook: 

Over the six month of the legislative session the League’s Facebook: 

 Gained 202 new likes. 

 Our average post reach was 493 users with our highest post reaching 2,542 users. 

 On average we had 15 page views per day with a high of 109 page views on a single day.  

It is difficult to exact data over an extended period of time on Facebook. Next month we will aim to create 

monthly compilations of usage content.  

Twitter: 

Jan 2018 Summary 
Tweets: 93 
Tweet impressions:  27.7K 
Profile visits: 1,144 
Mentions: 82 
new followers: 52 
 
This was a big month for us 
because of tweets centered on 
funding for early voting in the 
budget.  
 

Feb 2018 Summary 
Tweets: 55 
Tweet impressions: 20.3K 
Profile visits: 668 
Mentions: 55 
New followers: 17 
 
Good month of engagement 
with a focus on the Percoco 
trial.  

Mar 2018 Summary 
Tweets: 103 
Tweet impressions: 57.5K 
Profile visits: 1,632 
Mentions: 131 
New followers: 43 
 
Another budget focused 
month.  

Apr 2018 Summary 
Tweets: 41 
Tweet impressions: 19.2K 
Profile visits: 856 
Mentions: 55 
New followers: 32 
 
Lots of engagement around 
Special Election and Lobby Day. 
Many legislators tweeted 
photos of themselves with 
League members during visits.  

May 2018 Summary 
Tweets: 58 
Tweet impressions: 40.5K 
Profile visits: 1,265 
Mentions: 55 
New followers: 27 
 
Legislators also tagged us in 
many posts regarding 
Students Inside Albany. Lots 
of cute selfies with students.  

Jun 2018 Summary 
Tweets: 41 
Tweet impressions: 34.3K 
Profile visits: 1,231 
Mentions: 194 
New followers: 41 
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 On average, we tweeted 65 times per month 

 On average, we received 33.25K tweet impressions per month (an impression is when a tweet is seen 

across multiple streams or accounts – either through a retweet or comment) 

 On average, 1,132 profile visits per month 

 On average, the were mentioned by other Twitter users 95 times per month 

 In total we received 212 new followers on Twitter  

Ballot Ready Recap of June Primary: 

In spite of many New Yorkers not having a congressional primary, we had fairly good usage on Ballot Ready.  

 In the month of June our site had 5,578 views.  

 A total of 1,918 users. 

 A total of 2,320 sessions (this accounts for multiple sessions by individual users.  

 Ballot Ready uploaded all 13 Congressional races and 53 candidates.  

In addition to timely usage data, Ballot Ready has already provided us with a spreadsheet containing the emails 

of users who shared their contact data to either be reminded to vote or to be alerted when our next guide is live.  

 90 users “made a plan to vote” 

 175 users signed up to receive an alert when the next guide is live.  

 

Youth Programs: Betty Ann King, bettyannking4@gmail.com 
To help all of the New York Leagues learn what is being done all across the state, we’d like to hear from you. 

 Do you do Vote 18, Running and Winning, Take A Parent to Vote, or something else entirely?  What type of 

youth program do you run?  If you don’t run any, would you like to? 

  

bettyannking4@gmail.com
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Our aim is to compile information on how local Leagues in NYS “engage with youth.” Information collected 

will be shared with all Leagues. Programs will be shared on the state League website.  See attached survey. 

Please complete and return to the state League by August 14. 

 

LWVUS 
The League of Women Voters today announced that the Board of Directors has hired Virginia Kase as the next 

Chief Executive Officer. Since 2011 she has been a leader at CASA, an organization at the forefront of the 

immigrant-rights movement representing nearly 100,000 members. See more info here.  

 

LWVUS encourages any League who sees requests for national sign-on letters to utilize the federal action 

request form found here https://www.lwv.org/league-management/other-issues-tools/federal-action-request-form 

to submit them to LWVUS. The request will be put through the standard review process to evaluate whether 

LWVUS should sign on to the letter on behalf of all Leagues across the country.   

 

 

https://www.lwv.org/about-us/staff-leadership/virginia-kase?utm_source=email&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=072418-2
https://www.lwv.org/about-us/staff-leadership/virginia-kase?utm_source=email&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=072418-2
https://www.lwv.org/about-us/staff-leadership/virginia-kase?utm_source=email&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=072418-2
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