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State Board Updates 

 March 2018  
 

Local League To Do’s (email: lwvny@lwvny.org or call 518-465-4162) 
 Sign up to attend a regional training workshop in Rochester (4/14) or Cortland (4/7) (see 

attached registration form). 

 Schedule in-district meetings with Legislators to discuss post-budget voting and ethics reforms 

(see more info below and attached) 

 Advertise our State Advocacy Training/Lobby Day (April 24th in Albany); online registration 

at https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/i_ELcAUOhYyrY6YYjXYp0g 

 Reserve your hotel room NOW for LWVUS Convention in Chicago; check out other details at 

http://forum.lwv.org/category/member-resources/council-and-convention/convention-2018. See 

how many delegates your League gets in article below. 
 

President’s Report: Dare Thompson, darethompson@gmail.com 
Wow.  One day after our March 28-29 board meeting, my head is still spinning. There was so much to talk about 

and almost everything was future oriented with a strong YOUTH thread running though almost all topics.   
 

The #MeToo movement and the March for Our Lives were definitely on all our minds as we discussed our own 

future. This is clearly a time that having "women" in our name and voting and civil discourse as our game are 

huge strengths. And we know  that our own local Leagues are all hearing from people wanting help as they 

register voters, deal with a large number of new candidates and primary debates, and reach out to high schools 

and colleges to support all the new political energy there. Civic engagement is alive in the land. 

 

Our new LWVNYS development staff member, Liz Hutson, was with us for much of the meeting, soaking up 

all the insights she could about who and what we are and how we operate. She also raised great questions and 

shared fresh insights on our work. As we talked about a draft document from LWVUS about the need for a 

better resourced and more nimble, inter-connected League (top to bottom, bottom to top), we realized (and Liz 

confirmed) that we need to move even faster than LWVUS can right now to become that nimble, inter-

connected organization here in NY. 

 

This conversation will continue at the regional meetings and then at LWVUS Convention in Chicago in late 

June.  We are also talking of an online Council meeting this year (probably in early June), so watch for more on 

that. Meanwhile, buckle up. As the world moves faster and faster, the League is picking up speed!. 

"Nimblicity," here we come.  

 

Issues and Advocacy, Sally Robinson, Sally.s.robinson@gmail.com 
At the state Board meeting this week, the Board approved the results of the recent position update on Charter 

Schools and the new position on Death with Dignity.  
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Charter Schools 

Based on the written criteria for updating positions, this proposal passed with more than 2/3 of Leagues 

participating and agreeing to support the recommended change.  

 The update allowed for the deletion of the sentence in the position regarding the numeric cap on the number of 

Charter Schools in the state as that number was out of date. 

 

Death with Dignity 

Based on the written criteria for approving a concurrence, this proposal passed with more than 2/3 of Leagues 

participating and agreeing to support the concurrence. 

The new position is as follows:  

 The League of Women Voters of Utah believes state laws should grant the option for a terminally ill 

person to request medical assistance from a relevant, licensed physician to end one’s life.  

 The League of Women Voters believes such legislation should include safeguards against abuse of the 

dying and protections for medical personnel who act in good faith compliance with the law. 

 

Legislative Action, Jennifer Wilson, Legislative Director, jennifer@lwvny.org  
Current Legislative Action  

We are in the process of continuing our advocacy efforts around early voting in the state budget. Two weeks ago 

we targeted members of the Senate IDC who had previously expressed their support of including voting reforms 

in the state budget in the December “One New Yorker Budget Agenda”. They have been supportive of the 

reform in meetings but we faced an unforeseen roadblock, the Assembly Democratic Conference. Many 

Assembly Members have expressed to us that they have received push back from members during closed door 

conference meetings. The seasoned members are now expressing concerns over the roll out of the proposal and 

the cost. In addition to meeting with members, we met with Governor Cuomo’s office to discuss the proposal. 

Although his office was optimistic they reminded us that anything can happen in the final days of the budget. 

We have continued meeting with members of the Senate and Assembly throughout this week but unfortunately 

it’s looking like early voting will not be included in the final budget proposal. 

 

There are still several bills which need to be passed before the April 1st budget deadline. We will announce more 

details on Facebook and Twitter as information becomes available.  

 

Advocacy Training and Lobby Day 
The state League’s annual Advocacy Training and Lobby Day has been scheduled for April 24th in the NYS 

Museum (we’ll make sure you have time to view the special exhibit at the Museum on women’s suffrage 

history, too). Any member is welcome to attend. Come learn about our advocacy agenda, hear directly from the 

Issue Specialists about our expected action for the 2018 Legislative Session and lobby your own legislators. 

 A registration form is attached – please print and make available. The link to online registration is: 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/i_ELcAUOhYyrY6YYjXYp0g. Please post this link on your 

website.  The topics on which we will be lobbying will depend on how the budget negotiations turn out.  

 

Post Budget Lobbying 
Each year we ask League members to lobby their state legislators after the state budget is done, giving local 

League members and legislators an opportunity to exchange ideas and discuss the League’s Legislative Agenda 

for the session.   

 

Legislative lobbying in the district office should be scheduled for the first two weeks of April. These meetings 

will give legislators an opportunity to learn about League positions and share their ideas and agenda.  

 

This exchange of information benefits the state League in its efforts to develop strategies that promote our 

legislative agenda.  Our influence in Albany depends on your contact with your state Senator and 

mailto:jennifer@lwvny.org
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/i_ELcAUOhYyrY6YYjXYp0g


____________________________________________________________________________________ 

State Board Updates March 2018       page 3 
 

 

Assemblyperson(s).  They know you elect them!  If you haven’t done so already, set up an appointment to see 

your state Assemblyperson(s) and Senator.  Seeing a staff person is fine.  
 

This year we are asking you to lobby:  

For our core League issue of election reform, we will be covering seven reforms that would make voting easier 

and more accessible. These include: 

Early Voting 

Voter Registration 

Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) 

No-Excuse Absentee Voting 

Ballot Design 

Single June Primary 

Electronic Poll Books 

In light of the numerous upcoming corruption trials and conviction of former top-aide to Governor Cuomo, 

Joseph Percoco, we will also be covering four major campaign finance and ethics reforms including: 

Campaign Finance 

Closing the LLC Loophole 

Banning Pay to Play  

Ethics  

Creating a Database of Deals for state contracts 

Imposing Limits on Outside Income 

The full Legislative Packet is attached to this email and a paper copy has been mailed to the President or one 

Co-President of each local League.  

 

Parolee Voting Rights 
Currently individuals on probation can vote but those on parole cannot vote under New York law.  Many local 

Leagues have been approached by other organizations to work with them on reforming this law and allowing 

those on parole to vote.  We initially told the locals that we did not have a position but upon further review of 

broader LWVUS elections positions, the state Issues Committee decided that the League can support restoring 

parolee voting rights. At this time, there is not any active legislation that we can support, but when a viable is 

introduced, we will be doing advocacy on this reform.  

 

State Office, Laura Ladd Bierman, Executive Director, Laura@lwvny.org 

Regional Training Workshops 
On years when there is no state Convention, the state League organizes workshops across the state to help train 

new members, remind current members of good practices and encourage local Leagues to reach out to 

neighboring Leagues for events, communication and assistance.  On Saturdays in April from 10:00 am to 3:00 

pm, we are organizing workshops in 2 locations: 

 April 7, Cortland Area (CNY Living History Museum, 4386 US-11, Cortland, NY 13045) 

 April 14, Rochester Area (Rush Henrietta Senior High School, 1799 Lehigh Station Rd,  

 Henrietta) 

We apologize for postponing last week’s training workshops in Mamaroneck. At a later date, hopefully in June, 

we will host the workshops in Mamaroneck and hope more will be available to attend.  
 

They tentative workshop topics include (specific workshops will be finalized later): 

 Moderating Candidate Forums 

 Creatively Managing Your Local League 

 Getting your Members Active on Issues 

 Motivating Voters to Vote 

 Engaging Youth in Our Democracy 

 Social Media & Apps for Engaging New Members and the Public 

 Becoming a Player in Your Community: Observer Corps, Hot Topics & Collaboration 

 Raising Funds & Having Fun 

 Making the Most of Voter Service Activities 

 Civic Education & Engagement for Students & Communities 
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The cost of the workshops is $20 per person and includes lunch (with no time so you can networks with area 

League members) and multiple handouts from each workshop. The registration form is attached – please print 

out and share with members. People may also register online at: 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/1Z8RiqOqQSIzwMaEDlpS-Q. Encourage ALL members to attend. 

 

Voter Service Report, Judie Gorenstein, judieL728@aol.com 
Many Leagues have contacted us with questions on voter registration drives as well as candidate nights.  The 

majority of questions are the Leagues concern with keeping to our gold standard and being sure that what they 

do will be perceived as being nonpartisan.  The March for our Lives has given Leagues an opportunity to engage 

youth, register youth and form partnerships.   There are several Leagues who have trained youth how to register 

voters.  One League has requested a DVD or video on how to register voters and another League made us aware 

that we should do an update on our description of political parties in Road To the Voting Booth Part III as we do 

not have all the parties on the ballot listed.   I also noticed that we still have the 5th question on VR form as 

needed where now it is optional.  I will try to edit Part II and Part III of road to The Voting Booth in the next 

two months. 

 

There remains Leagues who are upset with our No Empty chair policy.  Their major concern is that by 

cancelling a candidates night because one of the candidates does not attend, we give that candidate the power 

and control.  However, the League maintains power by letting press and voters know why event was cancelled 

and that voters not only have right to hear from their candidates, the candidates should feel obligated to meet 

their constituents. The Leagues who are upset with our policy, feel that not holding an event means we lose 

power and control.  There are times that not holding and cancelling an event maintains control. 

 

Only one League informed us in writing that they had visited their County board of Elections although I know 

of other Leagues who have.  This year it is important that all Leagues reach out to their Board of Elections, 

especially encouraging them to bring their educational programs to their high schools.  With high school and 

college students now being involved, the opportunity for having them be trained and become poll workers is 

increased.  While some counties mandate that they be 18 years old, other counties do hire 17 year olds, so at a 

minimum Leagues should find out what their BOE’s policy is.  

 

Youth Programs, Betty Ann King, bking8213@charter.net 
March has been a busy month and certainly one whereby people are aware of the power of youthful voices being 

heard! 

 

And wow! Thanks to Jennifer for establishing a closed group on Facebook whereby all local Leagues youth 

chair or president can share ideas and youth programs their League is implementing or contemplating. We 

currently have 14 members! If your League would like to participate please contact Jennifer. If you prefer, 

contact me at bettyannking4@gmail.com. 

 

Each month, at least one League's program will be featured in the update. It is hoped that at least one 

program/idea from each League will be submitted in time for presentation/ information at next year's State 

Convention. We need your League to participate! No idea is too big or too small! 

 

Meanwhile, please note that exciting programs involving youth and adults presenting civics education forums 

are happening in many areas throughout the state. 

 

The following is a program submission from League of Women Voters of the North Country: 

 

Recently, LWV of the North Country partnered with our BOCES technical school (CVTEC) to host Citizenship 

and Political Activism (CAPA) symposium for selected high school students . Each school in Clinton and Essex 
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County was invited to send three students and one government teacher. By partnering we were able to hold the 

event at the CVTEC campus on a school day. All participating schools provided transportation.  

  

The morning session included presentations and q&a with City Mayor, Town Supervisor, County Legislator, the 

Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner from the Board of Elections as well as a School Board member. 

Information was given regarding functioning of each government body and how one can influence legislation/ 

decisions at each level. Students were also instructed on how to run a voter registration drive, and how to 

become a poll worker. Afternoon session included presentations and panel discussion from Assemblyman Dan 

Stec, Assemblyman Billy Jones and State Senator Betty Little.  Lunch was provided by culinary students from 

CVTEC. Students were at round tables and one or more legislators sat at each table and interacted with the 

delegates. Feedback was most positive. Students were charged with running a voter registration drive and/ or 

choosing a method to lobby a government official/ board. 

 

Happy Spring! The season of new ideas, new beginnings and ENERGY! 

 

From LWVUS 
National Convention 2018   
The League of Women Voters’ 53rd National Convention will be held at the Hilton Chicago in Chicago, IL, 

from Thursday, June 28 through Sunday, July 1, 2018. More information for registration, hotel reservations and 

more is available here. 

 

Based on the LWVUS Bylaws, here is how you can determine how many delegates your local League can 

have at Convention: 

 

Sec. 2. Composition. Official membership counts shall be determined by national office records of voting 

members as reported to the national office in the membership count in January of the year in which the 

convention is held. The convention shall consist of: 

 

A. Delegates chosen by the members of local Leagues; each local League shall be entitled to at least one 

delegate; when local League membership reaches 50 voting members, the local League shall be entitled 

to one additional delegate; thereafter one additional delegate shall be authorized for each additional 50  

voting members; 

 

B. Three delegates chosen by the board of each state League; when state member-at-large membership 

reaches 50 voting members, the state League shall be entitled to one additional delegate; thereafter one 

additional delegate shall be authorized for each additional 50 voting members-at-large; 

 

C. One delegate chosen by the board of each recognized ILO; and 

 

D. The members of the national board. 
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