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State Board Updates 

February 2019 
 

Local League To Do’s (email: lwvny@lwvny.org or call 518-465-4162) 
 Return Program Planning forms and any proposed changes to the state League’s bylaws 

by March 1, 2019 

 Send completed paperwork of students attending 2019 SIA to the state office by March 1. 

 Submit Award forms by April 30 – boast about your great work! 
 

President’s Report: Dare Thompson, Darethompson@gmail.com 
    We’re putting the final touches on the state Convention schedule and there’s a great line-up of speakers and 

workshops. It’s always a joy to see a lot of first-time Convention goers there, so we’ve planned topics to appeal 

to both the seasoned and the new League member.  A good convention needs lots of both, so please talk it up 

and bring others! 

 

     Whatever your interest, there’ll be plenty choose from. You’ll get updates on NY’s new election laws and on 

VOTE411, tips on moderating candidate forums, and advice on making sure the 2020 census counts everyone.  

You’ll also get League management guidance on everything from engaging new members to using social media 

and other communication tools better. 

 

    You’ll be able to watch a film about food waste, talk about “What’s Hot on the Hill” and how to be an 

effective advocate, and swap stories about what we’re all doing to engage young people in their government – 

including our new civics lesson plans.  And of course you’ll be given a refresher on parliamentary procedures 

and opportunities to discuss the state budget and by-laws changes and other state League business.  

 

     The above doesn’t even cover the speakers who will include one on the great political divide and how to 

bridge it and Elaine Weiss with her book on winning the vote, The Woman’s Hour, that was such a hit at the last 

LWVUS Convention.  (I waited in line for about an hour to get my own signed copy!) 

 

     And running through the whole event will be opportunities to think about how we can make the League more 

inclusive. The NY Times recently had a widely shared story about racism in the suffrage movement 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/02/opinion/sunday/women-voting-19th-amendment-white-supremacy.html) 

that reminds us how much we are all shaped in our actions and beliefs by the culture of our time.  How much are 

we still doing this and in what ways?  What do we need to do to open up our work to everyone?  What questions 

will our great grandchildren raise about US? 

     

Executive Director: Laura Ladd Bierman, Laura@lwvny.org 
State Convention 
State Convention is Coming! The League’s state Convention is scheduled for June 7-9, 2019, at the Hilton 

in downtown Albany.  We will be sending out more information and details as soon as we can – the registration 
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packets will be mailed in the next week. In the meantime, we’d like to remind you of a couple of upcoming 

requests: 

 

Program Planning 

This is the time when you discuss the state’s positions and which you want to keep, delete or update, as well as 

if there are any new studies or concurrences you want to be considered. Each League should schedule a time in 

January or February to discuss program planning with your members. You can schedule it as part of a board 

meeting (that is open and advertised to all members) or part of a membership meeting or educational event. The 

full packet of information and form to complete is attached. 

 

Bylaws Amendments 

We ask each local League to propose any changes to the state bylaws by March 1. You can discuss this with 

your board and/or members and send an email with any proposals you might have to laura@lwvny.org. A copy 

of the state League bylaws is attached. 

 

Awards 

Now is the time for you all to think about the spectacular things you’ve done in the past 2 years and tell us 

about them! We want to honor your great achievements! Don’t be shy – boast and share with us! 

 

The full packet for the awards is attached – read them over, complete the form and send it back to us with 

newspapers clippings, photos, etc to showcase your great work! We need all the submissions by April 30 so we 

have time to evaluate and select the winners. Talk with your board, committees, and members to see what you’d 

like to highlight (you can submit to more than one category!). We can’t wait to read what you’ve done. 

 

Democracy Ready NY Coalition 
The League is pleased to be a partner in the Democracy Ready NY coalition. A press release on the coalition 

was distributed last week. 

The DemocracyReady NY Coalition, a new statewide group working to secure the right of all New York 

students to a quality P-12 education that prepares them for effective civic participation, announced its 

launch today, a day when many are reflecting on the past, present, and future of our democracy. 

 

The coalition of educational-justice organizations, civic-education leaders, and good-government 

advocates was forged by the Center for Educational Equity at Teachers College, Columbia University, 

following a year of consultation with stakeholder groups and leaders from across the state. 

DemocracyReady NY will help guide New York’s legislature and education policymakers as they 

advance their education priorities for the 2019 legislative session and beyond.... 

 

DemocracyReady NY promotes the right of all New York students to develop the knowledge, skills, 

experiences, and dispositions needed to become effective civic participants. The Coalition will raise 

awareness of students’ right to effective civic preparation under the New York State constitution, and 

work to strengthen state education law, policy, practice, and resources to guarantee that right in every 

school in the state.  

 

Advocacy: Sally Robinson, sally.s.robinson@gmail.com  
Pre-budget lobby packets were emailed and mailed earlier in February. We asked you all to visit your Senators 

and Assemblymembers in their district offices while they were on recess last week. Thank you for all of your 

responses and comments. We will use this information as we lobby during the rest of the session. 

 

A Post-budget lobby packet will be emailed and mailed in late March. The Legislature is again on recess from 

April 11 to April 26. We ask you to make appointments again in their district offices to meet with them then – 

you can set up the appointments now! The packet will have the info on key issues with talking points and 

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/democracyready-ny
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handouts to leave in the offices. We need our voice to be strong across the state – your help in lobbying is 

essential to our success. 

 

Voter Services: Judie Gorenstein, judiel728@aol.com 
It is more important than ever for Leagues to develop good working relationships with their county board 

of elections! 

 

After having lobbied for election law reform for so many years, the LWVNY was extremely pleased when the 

legislators passed and Governor Cuomo signed the bills into law, including early voting which will take place 

for the first time before the general election on Nov. 5.  However, as of now this is an unfunded mandate.  As 

the governor did not include money for it in his addendum to the budget, it is up to the NY Senate and Assembly 

to include it in the budget. Whether money is included (it is estimated that $25,000,000 is needed to cover the 

cost which includes purchase of electronic poll books hiring of additional poll workers, training of workers, cost 

of additional days for poll sites and security) or not, there WILL BE early voting beginning on Oct. 27. Of 

course, having funds put in the budget for the counties will make it easier as the large counties downstate cannot 

even comprehend how this can be done without electronic poll books, but even if they get the necessary money, 

this is going to be complicated.  As of right now, there is confusion and uncertainty at the board of Elections. 

 

It is imperative that our county board of elections know that our Leagues will be working with them and the 

public to make the roll out of early voting go as smooth as possible.  At the beginning of this month Leagues 

received a packet on voting reform and an attached form to send back.  I want to commend the LWVNYC who 

has weekly contact with their BOE and the LWV of Cooperstown Area and and the members in Orange County 

who had phone conversations with their commissioners.  I do know that LWV of Suffolk County has had phone 

contact and is working on getting a date for meeting.  All commissioners contacted so far have indicated they 

are uncertain how early voting can be successfully accomplished this year and are waiting for directions from 

the state. As of now on the NY Board of Elections webpage does not even indicate the dates for early voting for 

the general election. 

 

What can our Leagues accomplish in a meeting with their Board of Elections?  Beginning the conversation is 

important.  The commissioners know that the LWVNY has lobbied for early voting. They need to know we are 

lobbying for the funding and would also advocate for those things to make the transition easier for them.  In 

addition they need to realize that we will be working diligently to educate the public with dates, times and 

designated poll sites.  Years ago, when our lever voting machines needed to be replaced, the LWVNY lobbied 

strongly for the paper ballot optical (PBO) scanner.  Many county Board of Elections were skeptical of our 

choice.  Once the PBOs were selected, Leagues throughout the state educated the public.  Although there were 

complaints in the first years, the transition did go smoothly and our choice of PBOs have been validated. 

 

The same can happen with early voting.  Not having the funding yet makes it more complicated as does the very 

short time frame.  However, this is even more reason why we need to work together. Contact your board of 

elections and email the report to LWVNY.  We will share with other Leagues.  Also share what and how your 

League is planning to educate the public.  This year, the LWV of Cortland already has put together a 

presentation on 2019 election reforms which is on their webpage  and includes the important  election dates for 

this year.  We have the reputation as being the experts.  We are the gold standard. We can and will maintain our 

standard this year. It will require a lot of work but we are up to the challenge.  Together we can do so much! 

 

Youth Programs: Betty Ann King, bettyannking4@gmail.com 
On February 23rd, 2019 the LWVNY State Committee held its first meeting via teleconference. Members in 

attendance were: 

Margaret Goodfellow from Broome Tioga League 

Judie Gorenstein, Huntington League 

Mary Jenkins , NYCity League 
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Crystal Joseph, NY City League 

Ruth Goldberg, White Plains League 

Betty Ann King, North Country 

Betsy Metz, North Country was excused 

 

The committee expressed heightened interest in the many topics and programs being shared by other Leagues. 

Of special note, was discussion involving taking successful programs and modifying to create new opportunities 

and enthusiasm. Certainly the “new” Youth Engaging Youth Program: Next Step from the Huntington  

League is a terrific example of how expansion and/or revision of an established program allows for civics 

education that encompasses all hierarchal levels of learning and sparks new enthusiasm.  Vote 13 that has 

emerged from the Vote 18 is another such example as are the many varied and creative ways Leagues present 

voter registration drives . 

 

Also discussed was the importance of coalitions such as the Democracy Coalition and Next Generation in 

helping to provide opportunities for youth participation. Look to also hear more about Participatory Budgeting 

with youth. 

 

All agreed that communication on a regular basis with local Leagues via youth chairs, League to League, email, 

or phone conference, would be supportive. Posting programs with contact info is also helpful.  Perhaps posting 

submitted press articles of programs on website would also be inspiring. 

 

The committee also discussed recognition that changes to voter services programs with youth may be needed in 

order to reflect the new changes in election/ voting laws recently enacted by the NY State Legislature. Thank 

you, Judy Gorenstein for this help. 

 

The vision for our youth programs in 5 years included positive agreement: 

 There will be youth involvement 

 Every League will provide at least one youth program annually 

 Youth programs will incorporate voter service  

 

  Agreement as to what the role of this committee should be: 

 To encourage youth programs  

 To be a conduit of pertinent info via email and regular teleconferencing with Youth chairs and other 

members who are interested 

 

 The committee also agreed to encourage local Leagues to submit descriptions and or displays of youth program 

for convention that may also include Press release copies and photos. 

 

Each and every League member is urged to regularly visit the LWVNY website. You will be greatly enriched by 

what you see. If you do visit, please check out Youth Programs as one of your reasons for perusing this multi 

faceted LWVNY source.   If you see a program you would like to see highlighted at convention, please contact 

your Youth Chair or President. 

 


