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State Board Updates 

March 2019 
 

Local League To Do’s (email: lwvny@lwvny.org or call 518-465-4162) 
 Submit Award forms by April 30 – boast about your great work! 

 Schedule an appointment with your state legislature now to meet during recess of April 11 

to 26. 

 Register for the League’s State Convention by May 24th! But why wait – do it now. 

 Make a reservation at the Albany Hilton by May 16th to obtain the League’s group rate. 
 

President’s Report: Dare Thompson, Darethompson@gmail.com 
It's finished!  No, not the Mueller investigation, though I'm sure you've been paying attention to that.  I'm talking 

about our centennial history book titled "A Force to Reckon With."  We've read through it one last time to 

catch typos and other small mistakes, but it's now out of our hands and on schedule to be ready for a formal drop 

at our June convention. We hope it will be ready before that for some of your local League activities in May, but 

we can't yet guarantee that. Stay tuned. 

 
     A separate less formal publication documenting local League histories is now our focus. Let us know asap if 

you meant to share your League's history but missed the deadline. No promises, but we will see what we 

can do.  

 

    This book would not have been possible without an early generous gift from Emily and Eugene Grant, long-

time League members in the Larchmont-Mamaroneck League. (Sadly Eugene has since died just short of his 

100th birthday.) Since then gifts from small foundations, past and current League leaders, and most recently the 

New York State Women's Suffrage Commission have helped us cover the research and writing of the book - 

much of that done by professionals at Mount Ida Press. We are so grateful for this financial support as well as all 

the volunteer hours the book represents. 

 

    Planning is now afoot for ways to share the book across the state. If you'd like to hold a book party or 

other celebratory and sales event, let us know. One member pointed out that copies of the book make great gifts 

for departing board members. We welcome other such ideas. 

 

    A book like this is also a reminder to all of us that every day we are making history. We need to make sure we 

are taking note and celebrating as we go. Our final thanks go to all those over the last century who left a record 

that made this book - and your local histories - possible.  

 

    One way over the years we've made a record is through awards at our state convention. Has YOUR local 

League submitted your award-worthy activities? Look for details here and on our website and maybe we'll be 

applauding your League's efforts in June! 
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Executive Director: Laura Ladd Bierman, Laura@lwvny.org 
State Convention 
State Convention is Coming! The League’s state Convention is scheduled for June 7-9, 2019, at the Hilton 

in downtown Albany.   

 

Registration Kit 

The registration kit has ben emailed to all members of the state League. One paper copy was also emailed to 

each local League. Even though local Leagues are limited as to the number of voting delegates they can send, 

members are welcome to attend as non-voting delegates or observers. And, we have a great line-up of speakers 

on civil discourse, youth and civics, and women’s suffrage history. I’ve attached another copy of the Kit to this 

email. Sign up now and encourage your members to join us! It’s a great learning experience for those newer 

members and great networking potential for all. 

 

Awards 

Now is the time for you all to think about the spectacular things you’ve done in the past 2 years and tell us 

about them! We want to honor your great achievements! Don’t be shy – boast and share with us! 

 

The full packet for the awards is attached – read them over, complete the form and send it back to us with 

newspapers clippings, photos, etc to showcase your great work! We need all the submissions by April 30 so we 

have time to evaluate and select the winners. Talk with your board, committees, and members to see what you’d 

like to highlight (you can submit to more than one category!). We can’t wait to read what you’ve done. 

 

Vote 411 
I’m so pleased that so many of our local Leagues are stepping up and working with Vote 411 again! 

Nonpartisan, credible information is so important to the public’s ability to be an educated voter. So, thanks for 

your hard work and efforts. The state League and LWVUS are committed to helping you all make the program a 

success – just ask for help if you need it! 

 

While we were so very lucky to have a donor step forward and provide the funding for the LWVUS license of 

Vote 411, there are additional costs to the state League for this program. In the past, we have charged local 

Leagues a minimal fee to show their commitment to the program. We do understand that all local Leagues have 

stretched budgets and are struggling financially, but we are asking for a donation of $50 from local Leagues to 

the LWVNYS Education Foundation for the extra costs of Vote 411. If your League cannot afford this $50, we 

understand and will not require it, but we do believe that many local Leagues can afford it – and currently the 

state League could use your financial support.  

 

If possible, please send a check payable to LWVNYS Education Foundation or a signed withdrawal form from 

your grants management account in the amount of $50. We greatly appreciate any support you can provide to 

the state League. 

 

Sustainer Plaques and Chocolates 

Don’t forget that you can honor Leagues leaders with an engraved plaque at the 

state office. With a $200 donation (through League or your Education Funds), 

we will engraved the wording you choose, send you a certificate with that 

wording to present to the honoree, and engrave the wording on a plaque hanging 

in the state office. More information is attached.  

 

Also, to honor outgoing board members, etc, we have 

delicious chocolates available at $2 each in the shape of 

the LWV logo. Just call the office to order.  
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Advocacy: Sally Robinson, sally.s.robinson@gmail.com  
A Post-budget lobby packet will be emailed and mailed in the next couple of weeks. The Legislature is again 

on recess from April 11 to April 26. We ask you to make appointments again in their district offices to meet 

with them then – you can set up the appointments now! The packet will have the info on key issues with talking 

points and handouts to leave in the offices. We need our voice to be strong across the state – your help in 

lobbying is essential to our success. 

 

Court Reform Comes Alive! (Elizabeth “Libby” Hubbard, member of the Huntington League and former 

Judicial Chair and State President of the LWVNYS) 
Progress toward a major goal of a venerable Action Item appears achievable, beginning in the 2019 session of 

the new State Legislature—and that is Court Simplification.  The LWV in New York has worked for this since 

the 1950s—yes the 1950s!  Along the way, we have had important successes in improving how the state court 

system functions and serves the public—Merit Selection of the Court of Appeals, centralized financing and 

administration of the courts and establishing the Commission on Judicial Conduct, but reducing the number of 

separate trial courts from 11 to 3 has so far eluded us. 

 

I’ll only cite one reason among many why this particular goal is so important:  the Family Court, where women 

and children have critical parts of their lives determined, is a “lower” court  and receives many more cases but 

much less funding than the “higher” Supreme Court, which deals with wealthier clients and their civil cases.  If 

they were one and the same court, this would not be the case. 

 

The State League (and the LWVNYC) are members of a growing Coalition, led by The Fund for Modern 

Courts, which will work on passage of a Constitutional Amendment to finally bring court simplification to NYS.  

The Chief Judge of the State and the major Bar Associations will be at our side. 

 

Women’s History Projects: Joan Johnson, jaj62@twcny.rr.com; and Barb 

Thomas, bkoeppicust@gmail.com 
LWVNY asks every NYS League to participate in a statewide visibility event.   

What:  All you have to do is recruit a member read the Declaration of Sentiments on July 4, 2019 at an 

appropriate location in your area. We ask your reader to wear white and wear the LWV sash.  

 

Why: To call attention to the League of women Voters and our continuing fight to Make Democracy Work.  

More than 100 years ago on July 4, 1915 suffragists read the Declaration of Sentiments in front every County 

Courthouse in this state, in an event organized by Carrie Chapman Catt to call attention to the campaign for 

women’s suffrage in NYS. 
 

A suggested script including the full Declaration of Sentiments to be read is attached. 
 

LWVNY will send out press advisories and press releases, and also provide a sample press release and Letter to 

the Editor for you to send. You can add any embellishments you desire to enhance the reading such as adding 

this to a local community event, a picnic, a parade, music, whatever, BUT we implore you to at least carry 

through with the reading. 

 

LWVUS 
Register for our Spring Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Webinars 

We will be hosting three webinars on DEI this Spring. Topics will include knowledge sharing on terms and 

theories in the DEI space and how and why DEI should intersect with your League work. All League members 

with an interest in these important topics are invited to attend. All webinars will be recorded and shared on the 

League Management Site. Webinars will be held in March (March 28), April (April 25), and May (May 23) on 

the fourth Thursday from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm ET. Click on the month to register. 
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