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Mission 

The League of Women 
Voters, a nonpartisan political 
organization, encourages 
informed and active 
participation in government, 
works to increase 
understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences 
public policy through 
education and advocacy. 

Policy on 
Inclusiveness 

The League of Women Voters 
in both its values and practice 
is committed to inclusion and 
diversity. This means: 

  

We recognize that diverse 
perspectives are important 
and necessary for 

Annual Potluck and  

Membership Meeting  
Wednesday, October 3, 2018  

Bethlehem Public Library 

451 Delaware Avenue, Delmar NY 

6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

A LWVAC Member Event! Bring a Dish,  

Bring Your Thoughts & Bring a Friend! 

  

With the bounty of a Fall Harvest, what better time to prepare & 
share a seasonal dish with fellow Leaguers as we plan... our 
programs, events, actions and strategies... for the upcoming 
months! There will be time for networking and eating... time for 
getting information from local league leadership... and definitely 
time set aside in order to provide your input. 

 

And each one, bring one!!! Let your friends see what we are all 
about, especially if they have expressed an interest in becoming 
more civic-minded... and one never knows... we just may get a 
few new recruits! (FYI... Your new VP became a member after 
attending the potluck of September 2016!) We will be throwing 
in some technology, too, by unveiling our new online Application 
& Interest Form at the meeting and letting you test it out for us. 

 

Plus, we'll be trying to walk the talk, environmentally and 
economically. Look for suggestions, coming via email, on how to 
minimize our trash at this event and be more environmentally 
friendly. The meal... simple fare... but ingredients as much as 
possible sourced locally (from local growers and producers) for 
Soups, Salads, & Desserts! 

 

Co-coordinators to assist the Membership Committee members 
and the Board of Directors in preparing this event are welcomed! 
Questions? More details will be forthcoming but preliminary 
inquiries may be made of Regina Tillman, Membership Chair, by 
calling at 518-229-1548, or writing to rmt370@gmail.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=b5ysbm6ab.0.0.6dlnidhab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lwvalbany.org
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responsible and 
representative decision 
making; 
 
We believe inclusiveness 
enhances our organization's 
ability to respond effectively 
to changing conditions and 
needs; 
 
We affirm our commitment to 
reflecting the diversity of 
Albany County; and 
 
There shall be no barriers to 
participation in any activity of 
the League on the basis of 
economic position, gender, 
race, ability , age, sexual 
orientation, creed or national 
origin.  

  

Officers 

President, Patricia Sibilia, 

patriciasibiliany@gmail.com 

 

1st V-P Admin., Regina 

Tillman, rmt370@gmail.com 

 

2nd V-P Advocacy, Mary 

Beilby, 

mary.beilby@gmail.com 

 

Secretary, Britt Westergard,   

BrittLWV@gmail.com  

 

Treasurer, Marggie Skinner, 

mpskinner3@yahoo.com 

  

Directors     

Communications,  

Aimee Allaud, 

85aimee@nycap.rr.com 

 

Voter Service, Karen Kirstein, 

kkirstein@albany.edu 

 

Voter Service, 
Andrea (Andy) Lee,  

newandytree1@yahoo.com 

 

At Large, Susanna Martin, 

susannalmartin@gmail.com 

 LWVAC Board meetings are held monthly (see calendar)  

email Regina Tillman, rmt370@gmail.com. 

Bulletin editors, Aimee Allaud, 85aimee@nycap.rr.com., 
and  Marian Schwager, welcome comments and suggestions 

    

  League of Women Voters of NYS and  
League of Women Voters of NYS Education Foundation   

62 Grand Street, Albany, NY., 12207, Tel: 465-
4162,  www.lwvny.org., e-mail:lwvny@lwvny.org  

Dare Thompson, President 

   

League of Women Voters of the US,  
1730 M Street, NW., Washington, DC 20036-4508 

Tel: 202-429-1965202-429-1965, www.lwv.org  
Chris Carson, President   

President's Message 
Hello Fellow Leaguers, 

When our Communications Director, Aimee Allaud, let me know 
that I needed to submit a President's Message for our Summer 
Bulletin, I froze in my tracks -- I didn't really recognize when I 
accepted the President position that this was something I would 
need to regularly do. Oh no, what do I say? What do I write? 
Margaret Danes, our past president, was always so eloquent 
and spoke to timely, relevant topics. Those are big shoes to fill! 
(Maybe I can get her to ghost write these for me going forward...)  

Well, here goes! As your new president, let me introduce myself 
for those that don't know me.  

I joined the League between three to four years ago because 
after a brief stint volunteering within a local political party's 
governing structure I became frustrated by its politics. While 
attending a local candidate forum that the League put on, I 
recognized that an organization that focused more on educating 
and engaging citizens might just be what I was looking for. So I 
joined. And then I waited. I waited for a chance to get engaged, 
but opportunities to do that didn't seem to be appearing. I read 
the Bulletins, attended meetings, tried to make connections, but 
after 6 months I still didn't feel engaged or connected.  

Then I discovered the Observer Corps and its monitoring work 
with the County Legislature and voila! I became extremely 
involved with very satisfying work. Next thing I know I'm 
somehow on the Board (how did that happen? I've never been a 
Board member before, did I know what that meant?) and through 
that I got exposed to all the things our local league does - quite 
an impressive set of work we do! 

I have had an extensive career as a Project Manager. I've 
learned that in order to get things done and done well, I had to 
create teams where everyone understood the common goals, 
had clear communication and the support to get the work done. 
I've learned to be that leader who hears any and all issues and 
concerns from the team. And I've learned that in doing those 
things I can help teams work through challenges together. I 
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At Large, Stephen Winters, 

sdoxie@aol.com 

 

A complete list of committee 

chairs is available on the 

LWVAC website, 

www.lwvalbany.org under 

Contact Us 

Electronic Bulletin 

MEMBERS can receive our 
Bulletin electronically or by 
US mail. If you wish to 
receive our Bulletin 
electronically, please send 
an email to bulletin editor, 
Aimee Allaud, 482-2617, or 
85aimee@nycap.rr.com. 

 

intend to lead as President in a very similar manner and want to 
hear from any of you if there's anything you think we can be 
doing better or if, like me, you are itching to engage and need a 
spark to get you started. 

I am currently working full time, but have in the past managed to 
juggle many balls at the same time (may drop a few here and 
there - I'm human!). But I tend to delegate and rely on others as 
part of our cohesive team. And boy, do I have a strong team 
around me in our Executive Committee and Board members! So 
I'm certain that the year ahead will be a busy, successful one 
that we can all be proud of saying we were a part of.  

In closing, I want you to note that we need your help! We have 
many committees that need more member involvement and we 
are instituting a regular Bulletin feature to highlight those 
opportunities. Consider attending the Voter Services meeting on 
August 29 (see calendar), the Potluck in the Fall, or just reaching 
out to me or anyone else on our Executive Committee or Board 
if you want that personal connection that I found to be so strongly 
there in our League.  

In League, 

Patricia Sibilia, PatriciaSibiliaNY@gmail.com., 518-221-6460 

PS - Email or call me if you read this and have input for me on 
what you'd like to see covered in future President's Letters! (I 
promise not to have Margaret ghost write them for me :-) 

 

LWVAC Annual Meeting Revisited 
This year, members in attendance enjoyed a "Munch & Mingle Social 
Hour" to open the gathering, hosted by the Century House of Latham, 
NY on June 12th. Impressive were the exhibits of the local and 
national league history that graced a number of table tops in the 
room, thoughtfully placed by members of the Program Committee. 
This was followed by a reporting by our three students who had been 
sponsored by the LWVAC for the 2018 class of "Students Inside 
Albany": Connor Chung (Bethlehem H.S.), Faith O'Toole (Albany 
H.S.), and Amelia Colafati (Albany H.S) Their presentations to the 
membership would indicate that "Students Inside Albany" continues 
to have a significant impact upon each student and that it is well worth 
our efforts to support as many as we 
are eligible to enter into a program 

that spans the entire State.  

  

Upon the appointment of Mary Berry as the Annual Meeting 
Parliamentarian by then President, Margaret Danes, we 
approved the budget as presented by LWVAC Treasurer, 
Marggie Skinner. Presented further as a "living annual report" we 
heard from a variety of committee chairs relative to their activities 
in the past year, and ended with the business portion which 
included: 

 Information from Laura Bierman, Executive Director of LWVNYS to indicate that the NYS 
LWV Vote411 contract has not been renewed and has been switched out to a contract 
with BallotReady. 
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 Mary Beilby, LWVAC Advocacy Vice President, presenting the Board proposed local 
programs, which was adopted and can be further amended or added to as the year 
progresses. 

 Arleen Stein, LWVAC Nominations Chair, providing the LWVAC Bylaws amendments 
which were all accepted. She also proposed the slate of candidates for 2018-19 LWVAC 
Officers, which was accepted as well and are as listed: 

2018-2019 Slate of Officers and Directors 
OFFICERS 
President                                           Patricia Sibilia                            2018 - 2020 
1st Vice President (Administration)   Regina Tillman                           2018 - 2020 
2nd Vice President (Advocacy)         Mary Beilby                                2017 - 2019 
Secretary                                           Britt Westergard                         2018 - 2020 
Treasurer                                          Marggie Skinner                          2017 - 2019 
 
DIRECTORS 
Communications                               Aimee Allaud                               2018 - 2019 
At Large                                            Karen Kirstein                              2018 - 2020 
Voter Service                                    Andrea (Andy) Lee                       2018 - 2020 
At Large                                            Susanna Martin                            2017 - 2019 
At Large                                            Stephen Winters                           2018 - 2020 
  
2018-2019 Nominating Committee: 
Mary Berry (Chair) 
Rema Goldstein 
Judith Wing 
Plus, 2 Board Members will be appointed by the Board of Directors this coming Fall. 
  
The following members of the Board were thanked wholeheartedly by the membership in 
attendance for completing their term of office and leave us well positioned for the future: 

 Paula Philo (Membership... who will continue to provide her wisdom as a committee 
member) 

 Barbara Frankel (Voter Services... whose job was so big that 2 people are now appointed 
to fill the role) 

 Linda Ellen Brown (who will no longer be on the Board but will continue as our LWVAC 
Webmaster) 

 Margaret Danes (President... who provided 3 years of dedicated and thoughtful 
leadership to the LWVAC) 

 The meeting also entailed what is referred to as "Directions to the Board", when members 
provide their much appreciated opinions as well as general comments for consideration. We 
thank the members and guests that made time in their busy schedules to join us. For those who 
were absent that want a more in depth review of the annual meeting, the entire minutes for this 
meeting are available for member review at the website, located at: lwvalbany.org 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ - 

The Engagement Corner 
Each issue, we will feature a Volunteer Recruitment effort with contact info for members to follow-
up at will. We welcome inquiry about the opportunity being featured since only a brief overview 
is provided here in the "The Corner"! See something of interest? There often are only limited slots 
available so contact us ASAP. 

 

Membership Committee 
Seeking up to 2 new members for a term of 2 years. Good entry point for new members to learn 
about the LWVAC by taking on selected duties related to: recruitment; welcoming of new 
members; serving as greeters to LWVAC events; coordinating 2 membership events each year; 
and advising the Board on recruitment & retention strategies. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=b5ysbm6ab.0.0.6dlnidhab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Flwvalbany.org


 
Fundraising Committee 
The start up for a formal Development & Fundraising Committee is finally here! Looking for up 
to 4 more members to help lead the way as of September. Have you always wanted to learn 
what it takes? Or, do you have experience from working with other organizations? We welcome 
either to embark upon a new journey that will expand the impact of the League into the future!  
 
Contact: For both committees, email Regina Tillman, LWVAC Administrative VP and Chair: 
rmt370@gmail.com 

COUNTY LEGISLATURE PROPOSES  

TWO LEAGUE ISSUE BILLS 

 

Two of the proposed Albany County issues that the League of Women Voters of Albany County 
have been advocating for some time were introduced this year. They are as proposed Local Law 
L (a county expanded ban to include all restaurant use of polystyrene food service items) and 
Local Law O (that sets up a bipartisan, independent commission to reapportion Legislative 
districts based on the 2020 Census). The Legislature held a public hearing on both proposed 
laws on July 24th and the League was there with prepared testimony on both. This testimony can 
be found on the LWVAC website www.lwvalbany.org. 
  
What Happened? The hearing provided the public with an opportunity for those Legislators 
present to hear their constituents’ views on these two issues. Over 20 people from PAUSE and 
other grassroots organizations as well as Judith Enck, former Regional EPA Administrator, 
testified in favor of banning styrofoam food service items. Two representatives of the chemical 
manufacturers stated arguments against a ban and provided statements about the safety and 
recyclability of Styrofoam. These claims were refuted by Dan Rain, the Bethlehem Town 
Recycling Coordinator. 
  
What Happens Next? The Legislature now has the opportunity to send the legislation back to 
committee either to revise the proposed laws or to vote on their present versions at the earliest 
opportunity. The prediction is that one or both may be given a final vote in September. Based on 
our current 2014 consensus position that calls for a non-partisan independent commission, we 
can not publicly support Local Law O as written; however, we feel we should revisit our consensus 
position should this legislation pass as written as it includes many of the tenets that good 
government groups define as necessary to eliminate gerrymandering. 
  
What Can You Do? As the deliberative process on these two pieces of legislation continues into 
the fall, Observer Corps leaders may call for League members to appear at related Law 
Committee meetings or at Legislative Sessions when either or both of these pieces of proposed 
legislation are on the agenda. 
  
The Observer Corp will monitor the progress of these bills and inform the membership. Members 
can help by communicating their individual support to their legislators. 

 CALL or EMAIL your county legislator. Share your opinion on the legislation and that 
you want to know where they stand. Find out who your county legislator is by calling the 
Board of Elections at (518) 447-7168 or putting your address in their website at this 
link: http://app.albanycounty.com/boe/voterinfo and noting your Legislative District. To 
obtain their contact info, you must go to the Albany Legislature website members page. 

 Report the information gained from your legislator to Aimee Allaud, 
85aimee@nycap.rr.com. 
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Needed: Zero Waste Ambassadors  

for Sept. 8th Albany Jazz Festival 
  

Where: Jennings Landing, Albany (Rain location: Corning Preserve Boat Launch) 

  

When: Saturday, Sept. 8th. Festival from 1-9 pm with fireworks. 

  

What: Help concert-goers compost and recycle at Albany's Riverfront Jazz Fest!  This will be 
Albany's first ever "Zero Waste Event" and a major outreach effort.  Please volunteer to make it 
a success! 

  

We will have 3 "Zero Waste Stations" and need lots of volunteer "ambassadors" to help people 
sort their waste so more ends up in compost and recycling than in our overburdened Rapp Road 
Landfill.  Soon, Albany residents will have to pay for their garbage, so let's get people thinking 
now about how to reduce their waste!  There are volunteer options for everyone (information 
table, distribute information) Sign up and we'll find you an appropriate spot. Training 
provided! Adults & kids welcome to help! 

  

Please sign up to help at a shift by emailing ZeroWasteCD@gmail.com or tlieberm1@gmail.com. 
Shifts run from 12 to 5 pm, and 4:30 to 10 pm with training during the first half hour. Or volunteer 
for less hours and we'll train you on the spot.  Training will be provided by Sonia Sandoval of 
FoodScraps360 at 12 noon and 4:30 pm.  Info table help needed too. Please get your friends 

to sign on! 

  

You can support composting at the Albany Riverfront Jazz Fest by making a GoFundMe donation 
to:  Zero Waste Capital District  

Be An Earth Hero - Go Zero! 

 Co-Sponsoring Organizations: PAUSE/350.org, Albany County League of Women Voters, 
Sierra Club Hudson-Mohawk Group, Save the Pine Bush, Solidarity Committee of the Capital 
District, Radix Ecological Sustainability Center 

 

Wanted:  Inquiring minds who want to know 
Join the Program Committee and help research and develop community forums and programs 
on issues of current interest or exploration of League positions. 

Committee members may chair one or more programs during the year or choose to work behind 
the scenes.  Tasks include: 

1. Selecting a topic or position that can be the subject for presentation and discussion. 
2. Selecting and developing the format--speaker, documentary or film, panel format, et al 
3. Locating a venue and finalizing the date 
4. Looking into networking with other good government groups in order to combine both 

program development and promotional efforts 

Contact Margaret Danes, Program Committee, Chair, at  mdanes@nycap.rr.com for further 
information. 
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Calendar 
Aug 13, 7:00 pm    Albany County Legislature monthly meeting, 16 Lodge Street, Albany 

                             (public comment at 6:30), contact Patricia Sibilia, 518-221-6460,                

                              PatriciaSibiliaNY@gmail.com 

  

Aug 14, 6:30 pm    LWVAC Board Meeting, St. Sophia Church, 440 Whitehall Road, 

                              All members welcome, contact Regina Tillman, 518-229-1548, 

                              rmt370@gmail.com 

  

Aug 20, 9:30 am    LWVAC Membership Committee, Perfect Blend Café, 376 Delaware 

                              Ave, Delmar. Contact Regina Tillman, 518-229-1548, rmt370@gmail.com 

                               if interested in joining as of 2018. 

  

Aug 20, 6:30 pm    LWVAC Civics Committee, Bethlehem Public Library Board Room, 

                              451 Delaware Avenue, Delmar. Contact Aimee Allaud, 518-482-2617, 

                               85aimee@nycap.rr.com. All are welcome to attend. 

  

Aug 26                   Women's Equality Day, a National celebration of the passage of the 19th 

                              Amendment, LWVAC Displays and voter registration in 12 venues in  

                              Albany County until Sept. 4. Contact Aimee Allaud, 518-482-2617, 

                              85aimee@nycap.rr.com. 

  

Sept 4, 6:30 pm     LWVAC Board Meeting, Bethlehem Public Library, 451 Delaware  

                              Avenue, Delmar.  All members welcome, contact Regina Tillman,  

                              518-229-1548, rmt370@gmail.com. 

  

Sept 8, 1-9 pm      ZeroWaste Day at Albany Jazz Fest, Jennings Landing, Albany 

                              LWVAC is a co-sponsor, see flier in this bulletin. Volunteer! Contact 

                              Aimee Allaud, 514-482-2617, 85aimee@nycap.rr.com. 

  

Sept 17,10:00 am  LWVAC Membership Committee, Perfect Blend Café, 376 Delaware  

                              Ave, Delmar. Contact Regina Tillman, 518-229-1548, rmt370@gmail.com 

                               if interested in joining for 2018- 2020. 

  

Oct 3, 6:00 pm       LWVAC ANNUAL POTLUCK & MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 

                               Bethlehem Public Library, 451 Delaware Avenue, Delmar NY, 12054. 

                               All members are invited! See announcement in bulletin for more info. 
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League of Women Voters of Albany County 

PO Box 611 

Slingerlands, NY 12159 

Membership 2018-19 - Join & Make a Difference 
 
 
Name: __________________________________ 

 

Tel: ___________  Address,City, Zip: ________________________________ 

                                                                                      

Email:  ________________________________________________ 

     

___ Individual Membership$60/year                ___Send me newsletters by mail 

  

  ___ Household Membership$90/year             ___Just use my email for newsletters 

  

___ Student Membership$25/year                    ___ Contribution in support of my local League 

  

____I'd like to join; this is the best I can do      ___ Please send me more information 

  

____tax deductible contribution to LWVNYS  Education Fund 

  

Mail to: League of Women Voters of Albany County, PO Box 611, Slingerlands, NY 

12159. Or join online at http://www.lwvalbany.org/join-renew.html 
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