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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

Speaker: NYS Assemblyman Steve Englebright 

 

How can we preserve our waters,  

 our forests, and our communities 

and  protect ourselves 

from the effects of climate change ? 
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE— Perhaps  there have been other times when the whole 

world seemed to be on edge, but the challenges that surround us today seem espe-

cially overwhelming. So it is reassuring when we learn of steps in the right direction.  

The League is focusing on reforming the election system by introducing early voting 

in New York State; how wonderful that Governor Cuomo has included it in his 

budget and is publicizing it as a goal.   

Another issue that has concerned us for many years is the quality of our water.      

Efforts have been made to reduce the infusion of nitrogen into our groundwater sup-

ply by cutting back on fertilizer and pesticides and upgrading water treatment sys-

tems.  League members in Suffolk  and Nassau Counties have studied the need for a 

comprehensive approach to water management, looking for a joint legislative 

agenda,. In 2010 to the Long Island Clean Water Partnership presented a plan for 

Water Action for Long Island, which is to be implemented by the Long Island Nitro-

gen Action Plan (LINAP), supported by the LI Regional Plan Association.  .   

The establishment of an island wide district is identified as an early action item in the 

Long Island Nitrogen Action Plan (LINAP) and will be funded by a  LINAP grant.  

A countywide water quality district has been suggested as a financing and manage-

ment strategy.  A single district is an approach that recognizes that broader participa-

tion in resolving the problem is needed.  This initiative will determine the loca-

tions where sewers and advanced onsite treatment systems are needed to improve 

water quality and the health of the bays, as well as supporting local economies, and 

protecting public health 

We have invited our New York State Assemblyman Steve Englebright to speak to us 

on Friday, February 23 at the Comsewogue Library.  As a geologist, he is the only 

natural scientist in the legislature and is one the most respected legislators in Albany 

because of his knowledge of environmental sciences.  He has represented his district 

on the North Shore of Brookhaven for over 30 years.  Most recently, he and Senator 

Kenneth LaValle submitted a bill which was passed by both houses of the legislature, 

to add acres to the Pine Barrens.  Governor Cuomo vetoed it because he thought it 

limited the opportunity for solar facilities.  The two legislators have re-submitted the 

bill, hoping that the Governor now sees that there is enough property for solar that 

does not require clearing of woodland (green vs green).   Assemblyman Englebright 

will talk about the major environmental issues facing us in Brookhaven and beyond.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

  

WELCOME TO LWV OF BROOKHAVEN—NEW MEMBERS 

   JUDITH GOLDSTEIN  BELLPORT 

ANN MARIE COLEMAN               CORAM 

          REGAN MURPHY                     MT SINAI 
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SOME ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO THINK ABOUT 

 

On Friday, February 23, at 1:30 at the Comsewogue Library, we will meet with New York 

State Assemblyman Steven Englebright to hear about environmental issues. Following are 

some of the issues we have heard about recently: 

Dumping in Long Island Sound 

There have been two sites in Long Island Sound that have been used since 1980 for dis-

posal of dredged material.  Recently the EPA has designated two new sites further east as  

permanent disposal sites for dumping, near Greenport and west of Fishers Island. Fearing 

that they could include toxic contaminants. New York State is suing the Environmental 

Protection Agency for allowing dredged materials to be dumped,  pointing out that allowing 

it will counteract the progress made by federal, state, and local dollars spent in recent years 

to clean up the Sound.  

Water quality and water quantity 

According to a new Suffolk County Law on Septic systems—a permit is now required for 

new septic systems when an existing cesspool needs to be replaced.  A grant program has 

been started to assist some homeowners with modernized septic systems if they are in or 

near the flood plain. 

 On the subject of water quantity— systems like the Riverhead Sewage Treatment Plant, 

 which treats the effluent so that it can be discharged into the ground, are preferable to the  

 systems that send their wastewater into bays, rivers, the Atlantic Ocean and the Long         

 Island Sound, reducing the amount of fluid that goes back into the aquifer..   

 Extending the boundaries of the Pine Barrens and opposing green for green projects 

NYS Senate Bill 7235 - Assembly 08885, was introduced by Senator LaValle and Assem-

blyman Engelbright, but was vetoed last year by the Governor.  The bill would expand the 

Core Preservation Area of the Pine Barrens by 1200 acres in Shoreham and Mastic. Some 

locations that would be affected are Forge River, Mastic Woods, and Shoreham. 

 Climate change 

To counteract the severity of recent storms, the Core of Engineeers has been developing 

systems of natural defense to create  resilient coastlines prepared to withstand the impacts 

of storms better than using sandbags or ”armoring” the coastline with “hard” structures. 

State funds recently awarded to  Patchogue Village will make it possible to construct a “bay 

front” consisting of berms, a wading beach, and rocks and boulders placed in a style known 

as riprap, all designed to provide a natural and better defense from coastal flooding.  
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NEXT BOOK GROUP MEETING—MARCH 14 —  1:00 PM 

SARAH CHAYES: THIEVES OF STATE: 

 WHY CORRUPTION THREATENS GLOBAL SECURITY 

Every day a new blaze seems to ignite: the bloody implosions of Iraq and Syria; the East-West 

standoff in Ukraine; abducted schoolgirls in northern Nigeria.  Is there some threat tying these 

frightening international security crises together?  In a riveting account that weaves history with 

fast-moving reportage and insider accounts from the Afghanistan war, Sarah Chayes identifies 

the unexpected link: corruption. (From the blurb on the cover)  

Sarah Chayes is an award-winning, former NPR correspondent foreign policy expert and entre-

preneur with ten years’ experience in Afghanistan,.  She is a senior associate at the Carnegie 

Endowment and the author of The Punishment of Virtue.  Our current book, Thieves of State, 

was published in 2016. 

Do you want to learn more, to understand more?  Our book group selects books that are up to 

date, interesting, and full of information most of us never knew.  Our discussions of the books 

we have read are friendly, designed primarily to review aspects of the book that any of us  

found important or surprising  You may attend the book group meeting if you have not had a 

chance to read the book, but want to know more about it.  We would love to see more members 

at the  book group meeting, especially if you have recently joined the League.   Call Betsy for 

more information, 631 846-1778.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

PROPOSAL: TOUR OF COLD SPRING HARBOR LABORATORY 

For our March event, we are considering a tour of the Laboratory in Cold Spring Harbor, Hunt-

ington.  Founded in 1890, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL) is a pre-eminent interna-

tional research institution, achieving breakthroughs in molecular biology and genetics and en-

hancing scientific knowledge worldwide. It has housed  eight Nobel laureates, including Dr. 

James D. Watson, co-discoverer of DNA’s double helix.  It is an advanced drug testing facility 

delivering well-validated drug candidates to biotech and pharmaceutical industry. Fifty          

percent of its research funding is from private and unrestricted sources, allowing a unique de-

gree of scientific freedom and collaboration.  

Our tour would be an hour and a half, beginning at 10 am or 2 pm, and would be led by one of 

the young scientists who is doing research there.  We would tour much of the 120 acre campus, 

learning about  buildings that are 120 years old and new ones.  We would visit the arboretum 

and enjoy the views of the Sound.  However, since it is hilly and we would be walking, the 

Laboratory recommends that we include only people have no difficulty walking (using a cane  

will be OK, but not a walker).  What do you think about this? Would you want to attend? 

Please let me know (Nancy 730-6556).   
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SUFFOKLK COUNTY BUDGET FOR 2018 

These pie charts supplement the article on the Suffolk County Budget  that was published in the January 
Voter and the Times Beacon Record, February 5.  They show where the county funds come from, and where 
they go.  To read the article in the Times Beacon Record, go to http://tbrnewsmedia.com/making-democracy-
work-understanding-suffolk-county-budgets/.  
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FEBRUARY  

Fri  Feb 23      Protecting Our Environment, 1:30 to 3, Comsewogue Library                                                                    
                          Speaker: NYS Assemblyman Steve Englebright  

MARCH 

Tues   Mar 6       LWV Brookhaven Board Meeting, 10 am, Robbie Fishman’s                                                        
Thurs                Mar 14     Book Group (THIEVES OF STATE), 1 PM, Betsy Gaidry’s                                                                                               
Tues                  dtba         Tour of Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory—see page 4  for details                 

APRIL00 

Tues                 Apr 14     Annual Luncheon at Three Village Inn, Stony Brook                                                                      
            Speaker to be announced 

 Directions to Comsewogue Library—from Nesconset Highway, about 1/2 mile west of Route 112, take Terryville Road North.  Or 

from Main Street/Route 112, take Terryville Road going west after the rr tracks and shopping center . .   

     


