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An online voter services 
resource developed by the LWV! 

Finding Your Voice 

At every League Board of Directors meeting each committee chair gives an update of 
their activities. These reports share what the chairs have learned as their committees 
work to get things done. Many times these reports tell us of certain challenges they 
are having. Each time I’m amazed how this sharing brings us together to make each 
project more successful. 

I also must present a report near the beginning of each board meeting.  For the first 
few months of my tenure, I didn’t say anything.  At the urging of Pat Fuchs, our noble 
Board Secretary, I then tried saying something inspiring.  When she began to kindly 
ask for a written report, I resorted to presenting what the Committee Chairs were 
about to say. Then late last year I believe that I found my voice and I began to share 
what I had learned.  Here’s a slightly reworked section of my report at our last board 
meeting. 

President’s Report

With the mid-term elections being held this fall, we have known for a long while that 
2018 was going to be a busy year. Even so, I am stunned at how soon the pace 
quickened.  I’ve lost count of the number of emails and calls I’ve received during the 
first weeks of January. 

The upside of this is that there is no doubt that the electorate is awake. This 
wonderful circumstance, however, makes everything we want to do to be, or appear 
to be, of equal importance.  The downside is that we have only so much time and so 
many people to attend to everything.  I believe that somewhere between the upside 
and downside there is a ‘sweet spot’.  It’s there that we can find focus and do what 
the League does best. 

The League Connects Us

One of the things that our League does best is having a personal connection with our 
members.  We are now trying to build these connections.  Each day our Facebook 
friends and Twitter followers are updated about League activities and policy 
developments at the local, county, and state government levels.  We are now 
reaching out to you more frequently by email about how you can take action on 
League supported legislation.  Every month we now email each member the board 
meeting agenda and a three-month calendar of League activities.  We’ve made our 
webpage a bit easier to navigate and filled it with more information about what we 
have done.  And throughout the year the burgeoning Suffolk County Observer Corps 
promises to give us new insights as to how our votes translate into government 
action. 

Add Your Voice

The most important thing that I have learned is that you cannot find your voice in 
isolation.  The League speaks with one voice but each of us has a voice in defining its 
priorities.  So use your voice and get involved however you can.  When our voices 
are combined -- we are heard. 

Colette Knuth, President
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LWV of Huntington

We may be entrenched in winter, but the opportunities for us to educate 
and engage our youth in the political process and how they can effect 
change are not lost on the Youth Committee. We are off to a running 
start in 2018.

On January 12, we reviewed applications from students who want to 
attend the “Students Inside Albany Conference on May 20-23. We 
selected two outstanding candidates after interviews. Sophie Stein, a 
student from Cold Spring Harbor High School, and Caitlin Eivers from 
Harborfields High School. They impressed the interviewers with their 
enthusiasm, maturity and strong desire to bring back what they learn in 
Albany to their schools and the larger community. We hope they will 
remain involved with our League. 

In addition, we hope to take the opportunity to get to know and mentor 
other applicants throughout the year and encourage them to participate 
in our other programs for youth.

We have begun the preparations for the “Running and Winning 
Program” to take place at the Dolan Center on April 18th. The high 
schools are being contacted with materials and information regarding 
participation in the workshop for approximately 8 students per school. 
We are reaching out to women who have become or sought elected 
office and who will share with our students their journey through the 
political process.

On January 31, we will be meeting with a group of students at 
Wyandanch High School to engage and educate them in the crucial 
importance of voting.

On February 7, in conjunction with The Cold Spring Harbor Library and 
Next Generation Politics, we will present a program “Youth Engaging 
Youth.”  Both Sophie Stein and Caitlin Eivers, our successful candidates 
for the “Students Inside Albany Conference” will participate. It promises 
to be an exciting event.

We will be contacting high schools to offer them Vote 18 and describe 
the educational program offered by the Suffolk County Board of 
Elections. Huntington High School had the BOE present the program on 
January 9. Teacher Joe Leavey reported it was excellent, highly 
motivating and informative.

We look forward to an exciting, substantive and meaningful year ahead. 

We’ll keep you posted.

Judie Gorenstein and Fran Hyde

2018 promises to be a particularly active 
year for the Legislative Committee.  Visits 
with our community’s NYS representatives 
are being scheduled to discuss the League 
of Women Voters of New York State’s 
position on early voting legislation. We have 
reached out to Senator Marcellino, Senator 
Flanagan, and Assemblyman Raia to secure 
appointments. We will be preparing for these 
visits during our February 8th meeting.

As with all state-wide League initiatives, the 
State League provides local Leagues with 
materials to focus the agenda of these visits. 
This includes language to increase the 
general awareness of legislators about the 
issue at-hand as well as to give them the 
specifics about the League’s position. But 
the communication is not one-way. We are 
there to learn more about the thoughts of the 
legislator both on the issues and on any 
legislation that’s relevant to the issue.  A 
summary of the outcomes of each local 
League’s visit are used to assist the State 
League in developing strategies to best 
advocate our position.  

During our January meeting we also 
reviewed the Suffolk County Observer Corps 
reports.  We will continue to perfect the 
format of these reports at our February 
meeting.  We hope to work with the LWV of 
Suffolk County, ILO to develop a process for 
prioritizing the findings of these reports and 
identifying how best to utilize this information 
at the County and State League levels.  If 
you are interested in joining the Legislative 
Committee, please contact Chairwoman 
Arlene Forwand at aforwand@optonline.net. 

Arlene Forwand

YOUTH SERVICES LEGISLATIVE SERVICES
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TAKE ACTION!
SUPPORT EARLY IN-PERSON VOTING IN NEW YORK STATE

There is no right more fundamental to our democracy than the right to vote.  In 1917, New York was on the vanguard when 
women in our state won the right to vote three years before the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution was passed granting 
suffrage to all American women.  Yet today, over 100 years later, election law in New York lags far behind other states.  We are in 
the bottom 20%, ranking 41 out of 50, for low voter turn out.  Any change that makes it easier to vote increases voter turn out, and 
our democracy works best when everyone participates.  Let this be the year our League helps push through crucial election law 
reform in New York.

The League supports many needed changes to New York’s election laws, some of which can be approved by the legislature and 
the governor in one legislative year, and others which require amending the state constitution and therefore take several years for 
approval.  

Our focus now is to promote Governor Cuomo’s proposal for early in-person voting.  It does not need a constitutional 
amendment, and so could be approved this year by the legislature and the governor.  A good early voting system would allow 
ample and convenient opportunities for voters to head to the polls and cast their ballot.  Governor Cuomo’s proposed early voting 
plan allows 12 days of early voting and up to 7 polling places per county, with at least one polling location for every 50,000 
residents.  It gives each county’s Board of Elections the flexibility to decide where the polling sites will be located and also the 
hours they will be open within a reasonable time frame, with the New York State Board of Elections reviewing each county’s plan.  
In the Governor’s budget announced in January, he proposed $6.4 million will be needed for the county Boards of Election to 
implement early in-person voting.

Take Action:

Contact Governor Cuomo and ask him to include funds for early in-person voting in the final State budget.

Contact your legislators and urge them to vote for early in-person voting and support sufficient funding for it in the 
2018-2019 budget.

Governor

*The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
518-474-8390
Website:  governor.ny.gov
Twitter:  @NYGovCuomo

State Assembly Representative

*Hon. Andrew Raia
District: SH-NY012

LOB 635 
Albany, NY 12248 
Phone:  518-455-5952
Fax:  518-455-5804

Local Office:
75 Woodbine Avenue 
Northport, NY 11768 
631-261-4151
Email:  RaiaA@nyassembly.gov
Twitter:  @AssemblymanRaia

State Senate Representatives

*Sen. John Flanagan
District: SS-NY002

Room 330, State Capitol Building
Albany , NY 12247
Phone: 518-455-2071
Fax: 518-426-6904

Local Office:
260 Middle Country Road, Suite 102
Smithtown , NY 11787
Phone: 631-361-2154
Fax: 631-361-5367
Email:  flanagan@nysenate.gov
Twitter:  @SenFlanagan

*Sen. Carl Marcellino
District: SS-NY005

188 State Street
Room 811, Legislative Office 
Building
Albany , NY 12247
Phone: (518) 455-2390
Fax: (518) 426-6975

Local Office:
250 Townsend Square
Oyster Bay , NY 11771
Phone: (516) 922-1811
Fax: (516) 922-1154 
Email:  marcelli@nysenate.gov
Twitter:  @Senator98
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SUPPORT EARLY IN-PERSON VOTING IN NEW YORK 

Continued from page 4:

You can also find contact info for your representatives online at lwvny.org.  Click on “Find Your Elected Official” under “Resources” 
at the bottom of the page, and then enter your ZIP+4 code where indicated.

The League of Women Voters of New York State has joined with Let NY Vote, a statewide coalition of organizations working to 
modernize New York’s election laws.  You can visit the Let NY Vote website at letnyvote.org to get the tools you need to contact 
your state representatives.  You’ll find letter templates and links to other advocacy and lobbying tools there as well.

submitted by Erica West

One year ago, our League’s Youth Committee was introduced to Ryan Adell and 
Next-Generation Politics (NGP) when we co-sponsored their first event, a debate on 
the electoral college vs. the popular vote held at the South Huntington Public Library.  
NGP is a non-profit organization dedicated to engaging young people in government 
and promoting bipartisanship.  Ryan has recently published a blog post reviewing the 

group’s first year.  He explains that after the first event, NGP realized that a debate format, with its winners and losers, did not 
advance the group’s goals of resolving issues through collaboration and education.  Instead, NGP has turned to roundtable 
discussions, town halls, meetings with elected officials and blog posts on a wide variety of subjects to encourage positive activism 
by young people and advance their interest in solving problems and avoiding partisan gridlock.  LWV Huntington is glad for the 
opportunity to work with Ryan and NGP, and we’re excited to see what they have in store for the coming year.

If you are, or know of, a young person interested in positive political activism, we encourage you to learn more about NGP by 
visiting their website, nextgenpolitics.org  Ryan Adell’s one year round up, as well as other NGP posts, can be found at 
nextgenblog.org  

NEXT-GENERATION 
POLITICS

On February 15, LWV Huntington members are invited to come together at the Elwood Public Library located at 1929 Jericho 
Turnpike, East Northport, NY to consider concurrence with the LWV Utah’s Death with Dignity position and to update the LWV New 
York’s position on charter schools.  

Background.  During the 2017 LWV New York State Convention, delegates’ approved a motion to consider concurrence with the 
LWV Utah’s Death with Dignity position and to update the LWV New York’s position on charter schools.  Each local League has 
been requested to notify the LWV New York of its approval or rejection of these decisions.  After a brief review of these positions, 
we will determine whether our League: 

• Does or does not concur with the League of Women Voters of Utah’s ‘Death with Dignity’ position.  This position supports the 
passage of state laws that grant the option for a terminally ill person to request medical assistance from a relevant, licensed 
physician to end one’s life.  The LWV Utah believes such legislation should include safeguards against abuse for the dying and/or 
medical personnel.

• Approves or rejects updating the LWVNY’s current position on charter schools in New York State.  The update would delete the 
sentence in this position that caps the number of charters that could be granted at 100. Since the policy was written in 2006, the 
cap has already been exceeded and is therefore no longer a relevant number. Please note that deleting this sentence will not 
effect of the League’s current position on charter schools. The League will continue to support a limitation on the number of 
charters in New York State. The League believes that the number of charter schools should not be increased without evidence of 
prior successful implementation. 

Learn More.  The complete set of study materials developed by the LWV Utah to determine their Death with Dignity position can 
be found on the LWV New York website at: http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies.html#death.  The LWV New York Charter 
Schools Update materials can also be found on the LWV New York’s website at: http://www.lwvny.org/programs-
studies.html#charter

Death with Dignity Concurrence & Charter School Position Update

http://nextgenpolitics.org
http://nextgenblog.org
http://nextgenpolitics.org
http://nextgenblog.org
http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies.html#death
http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies.html#charter
http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies.html#charter
http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies.html#death
http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies.html#charter
http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies.html#charter
http://lwvny.org
http://letnyvote.org
http://lwvny.org
http://letnyvote.org
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LWV of Huntington

WOMEN’S MARCH NYC 2018
I marched in the Women’s March with 200,000 others down Central Park West in New York City on January 20, wearing my 
yellow League of Women Voters sash, and as I did I thought of those who marched 100 years ago for women’s suffrage, and 
those who marched 50 years ago for voting rights for people of color, and those who marched one year ago for human rights.  

The March’s organizers are making voter registration a priority in the coming year, and along the way were many people also 
wearing yellow sashes registering voters.  People were marching for respect and dignity, for equal representation and for the 
environment.  Many of the marchers carried signs about the importance of voting, and I was buoyed by the atmosphere of 
positive energy and civic engagement. 

Quite a few people asked me about the League and I was glad for the opportunity to tell them about our organization - yes we 
are a century old and we are still here working for a better democracy.

submitted Erica West

The LWV of Huntington’s Legislative Committee has picked up the banner by piloting 
a program to track the actions of the Suffolk County Legislative Committees. The goal 

is to develop a template for reporting on the resolutions that are of priority to the 
League as well as to develop strong rapport with each of the Suffolk County Legislative 

Committee chairs.  The program is being developed in response to the request from LWV of 
Suffolk County, ILO to expand the efforts already underway to monitor these government bodies.

Our own Mary McLaughlin has been leading this effort by monitoring the County Legislature along with other 
members of our fellow League Chapters, however, in order to track the actions of each Legislature Committee we 
need more of us to get involved. So we applaud the work of Kathleen Cleary, Arlene Forwand (LWV of Huntington 
Legislative Committee Chair), Pat Fuchs, and Loy Ann Norris for preparing the first reports of the Corps and 
presenting them at the January Legislative Committee. We were able to draw a number of insights about the County 
government process from just our first set of reports. These seasoned Observers will be joined by a number of other 
Legislative Committee members in presenting their next reports at the February 8th Legislative Committee meeting. 

Monitoring the Suffolk County Legislature Committees can be conducted a number of ways. Each meeting is audio 
recorded and the written minutes are posted on the County website at https://www.scnylegislature.us/149/Meeting-
Information. Of course, the richest experience is by attending the Committee meetings in-person.  The date and times 
of upcoming meetings can be found at https://www.scnylegislature.us/174/Legislative-Committees and note that 
meetings are held either at the Legislature Offices in Hauppauge or Riverhead. 

If you are a League member and want more information about the Observer Corps or the LWV of Huntington’s 
Legislative Committee, just contact Colette Knuth at CSKHuntington@lwv-suffolkcounty.org.
 

Another Way to Make Democracy Work: 
Join the League’s Suffolk County Observer Corps

https://www.scnylegislature.us/149/Meeting-Information
https://www.scnylegislature.us/149/Meeting-Information
https://www.scnylegislature.us/174/Legislative-Committees
mailto:CSKHuntington@lwv-suffolkcounty.org
https://www.scnylegislature.us/149/Meeting-Information
https://www.scnylegislature.us/149/Meeting-Information
https://www.scnylegislature.us/174/Legislative-Committees
mailto:CSKHuntington@lwv-suffolkcounty.org
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NEWS FROM TOWN HALL
January 3, 2018

SPOTLIGHT
ELWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Elwood Public Library, located at 1929 Jericho Turnpike, East Northport, NY 
11731 is dedicated to providing the community with a center for information, 
education, culture, recreation and social interaction.  Elwood Library offers a 
variety of programming for community residents of all ages.  Programs for 
children and parents include story time, crafts, games, performances and 
lectures.  Programming for adults includes computer instruction, defensive 
driving courses, tax assistance, lectures, crafts, book discussions, movies, 
yoga and social interaction opportunities.  www.elwoodlibrary.org

The library employs a professional, friendly and helpful staff of 20+/- full and 
part-time individuals lead by Director Susan Goldberg.

The library is the venue at which the League of Women Voters of Huntington 
holds its monthly Board of Directors meetings.  Thank you Elwood Public 
Library for all that you do for the community and especially for all that you do 
for us, the League of Women Voters of Huntington!!!

This was the first Town Board meeting presided over by newly-elected Town Supervisor Chad Lupinacci.  The new 
Council members were Edmund Smyth and appointee Joan Cergol.  Councilman Cuthbertson was reelected and 
Councilman Cook continued his term. The meeting was brief.  

Hearing 1 concerned one blighted property.

The new twice monthly schedule for Town Board meetings for the year was presented with one meeting at 2:00 and the 
other at 7:00 to allow for more accessibility.

Councilman Cook requested an audit of the Town’s finances by the NYS comptroller’s office.  

Councilman Cuthbertson responded that an audit was conducted 3 years ago by NYS and he did not think a new audit 
was necessary considering the Town’s AAA Bond Rating and the yearly audit of the Town’s finances by an independent 
auditor.  The vote for the request was carried.  

The rest of the meeting was centered on appointing and reappointing personnel to different departments.

In other news…

In December the Town received a NYS grant of $1.7 million for the construction of a village parking garage.

Nearly 2000 residents flocked to Town Hall, before the December 31st deadline to pay their taxes for 2018 in advance, in 
order to receive the usual deduction before the new federal tax laws take effect in 2018.

The next meetings are January 23 at 7:00 PM and February 6 at 2:00 PM.

submitted by JoAnn McCarthy

Elwood Public Library Director 
Susan Goldberg

http://www.elwoodlibrary.org
http://www.elwoodlibrary.org
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JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HUNTINGTON
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Licensed by the New York State Dept of Health  •  Eligible for Most Long Term Care Policies
Equal Housing Opportunity  •  Quality Communities by The Engel Burman Group

Call Us Today to Schedule Your Visit 
EAST NORTHPORT  |  760 Larkfield Road  |  (631) 858.0100

thebristal.com

Photos: Grand Entrance, Dining Room, Living Room

T H E  B R I S T A L  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  •  W H E R E  E V E R Y  D A Y  M E A N S  M O R E ®

EXPER IENCE  THE  D IFFERENCE
EXPERIENCE THE BRISTAL

WE ENCOURAGE OUR READERS TO PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS!
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WE ENCOURAGE OUR READERS TO PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS!
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WE ENCOURAGE OUR READERS TO PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS!

The League of Women Voters is a 
non-partisan political organization. 
We do not support or oppose any 
candidate for public office or  any 
political party. 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HUNTINGTON 
P. O. Box 20693 

Huntington Station, NY  11746

Date Time Subject Location

2018

Feb 9 2 PM Vote 18 Prep Judie’s Home

Feb 14 10 AM LWV of Suffolk Cty ILO Riverhead Library

Feb 15 1 PM-3 PM Board Meeting Elwood Library

Feb 15 3:15 PM-4:15 PM Membership Meeting Elwood Library

Feb 20 2 PM Youth Committee TBD

March 14 10 AM LWV of Suffolk Cty ILO Riverhead Library

March 15 1 PM-3 PM Board Meeting Elwood Library

Apr 18 9 AM Running & Winning Student Activity Dolan Center

Apr 18 10 AM LWV of Suffolk Cty ILO Riverhead Library

Apr 19 1 PM-3 PM Board Meeting Elwood Library

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/lwvhuntington/
Twitter        https://twitter.com/LWVHuntingtonNY
Website      http://www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org/LWVHuntington.html
Email          cskhuntington@lwv-suffolkcounty.org
Phone        631.421.5164

https://www.facebook.com/lwvhuntington/
https://twitter.com/LWVHuntingtonNY
http://www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org/LWVHuntington.html
mailto:cskhuntington@lwv-suffolkcounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/lwvhuntington/
https://twitter.com/LWVHuntingtonNY
http://www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org/LWVHuntington.html
mailto:cskhuntington@lwv-suffolkcounty.org

