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MARCH  2018                                                                     lwv-suffolk.org/html.brookhaven 

 

 

ANNUAL LUNCHEON 

Join us on Saturday, April 14, 12:00 noon at 

Mirabelle Restaurant 

at the Three Village Inn in Stony Brook 

located at 150 Main Street, Stony Brook 

 

We are pleased to welcome as our speaker 

EDWARD ROMAINE 

Supervisor, Town of Brookhaven 

  

 

 

See page 3 for luncheon information and reservation form. 
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LWV of  BROOKHAVEN 

P. O. BOX 92 

BELLPORT, NY 11713 

631-730-6556 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Nancy Marr-730-6556 

VOTER Editor 

Candidates Debates 

Jean Baker—751-6563 

Vice-President, Membership 

Linda Devin-Sheehan-675-6038 

Recording Secretary 

Renee Stahlman-475-2177 

Corresponding Secretary 

Sue Kinsey-286-0407 

Treasurer 

 

DIRECTORS 

 

Judi Bird-286-3810 

Voters Service 

Betsy Gaidry-846-1778 

Study Groups  

Carol Manel—928-5340 

Logistics 

Roberta Fishman-286-0614 

Events 

 

OFF-BOARD CHAIRPER-
SONS 

 Peggy Olness—751-2655 

Transportation 

Esther Glass-475-3803 

New York State Government,  

Students inside Albany 

Alice D’Amico-751-0328 

Finance 

Joan Nickeson-473-3689 

Publicity 

Nancy Arthur-654-7953 

Publicity 

PRESIDENT’S PAGE— As the year goes by we become more aware of what we 

hoped would happen—early voting, electronic voter registration. Although they are 
in the state assembly’s budget, they have not been endorsed by the NYS Senate, so 
we may have to come back to it next year.  Some opponents of early voting fear that 
it will cost local counties, like ours, a lot of money—an unfunded mandate. Some 
want to keep things as they are, perhaps to maintain their own position.  Some feel 
that more needs to be done to make sure that our voting system is safe, and allows 
only actual citizens to vote.  If the state fails to make these changes, there is a possi-
bility that expanding absentee voting might be supported.  Since it would require a 
constitutional amendment, it would have to be passed in two consecutive years and 
then passed by popular vote. In the meantime, please contact your NYS assemblyper-
sons and senators to urge them to support these two measures; potential voters whose 
jobs or family responsibilities prevent them from getting to the polls could then vote.   

 At our February meeting, New York State Assemblyman Steve Englebright 
spoke of his concerns for our environment, particularly the threat that the Federal 
Government may allow leases for offshore drilling for oil and gas.  Based on his in-
formation, we made a statement at the hearing held by the Department of the Interior  
on March 1, referring to the danger to fish and wildlife and the fishing industry, as 
well as the dangers of oil spills that would endanger the wildlife and our tourism.  
We also pointed out that the promise of jobs from the drilling was less than the jobs 
from renewable industries. (See page 4 for more.)  Mr. Englebright also described 
the struggle in Brookhaven to preserve wooded acres; a developer who wishes to 
build a solar farm has purchased 100 acres and has received permission to cut down 
the trees on sixty of them.  It is still being contested. 

 We also worked with the Suffolk County League of Women Voters to ad-
dress a concern with pay-to-play issues in local government. County Legislator 
Trotta had introduced legislation to make it illegal for contractors and public em-
ployee unions to make campaign donations to government officials that might result 
in the award of contracts based on politics rather than merit.  We spoke at the County 
Legislature commending Trotta for trying to find a solution, and we urged all the leg-
islators to work together to correct this .  

 Our Directories of Public Officials are off the press.  If you know of organi-
zations that would like to have some to distribute, please let me know.   Cablevision, 
which has provided funding up to now, withdrew its funding this year, so we are 
looking for ways of making up the difference.  The Suffolk Library System pur-
chased 1,000 copies to distribute to its local libraries.  In the past, the local libraries 
ordered through the System and paid the cost of fifty cents a copy.  Some of the li-
braries always ordered many more than they will get from the System, so we hope to 
get orders from them directly (also at fifty cents a copy). 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Jennifer Clement     Brookhaven 

Gretchen Smith       East Setauket 
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Make your reservation now for our annual luncheon 

Mirabelle Restaurant 

Saturday, August 14, noon 

at the Three Village Inn in Stony Brook 

Farm-to-table menu by Chef Guy Reuge 

Soup, Salad, or Appetizer 

Meat, Fish, or Vegetable Dish 

Dessert 

 

Speaker 

 Brookhaven Town Supervisor Ed Romaine 

    

 

  Name_______________________________________________________________ 

    Home or email address ________________________________________________ 

Phone number ___________________________    

 

       Cost: $40 in advance or $45 at the door.  Mail checks payable to LWV 

        of Brookhaven to P O Box 92, Bellport, NY 11713 by Monday, April 9. 



 4 PROPOSAL BY U.S. INTERIOR DEPARTMENT TO DRILL OFFSHORE 
 

   The proposal, which is an incremental move by the Interior Department to develop a five-year plan to 
manage oil and gas leasing on the outer continental shelf, has several more steps before it can be imple-
mented. The comment period on the draft proposal closed Friday. A more nuanced, and presumably 
narrow, proposal is expected by the end of the year along with an evaluation of the potential environ-
mental impacts when another comment period will be held. Barring any delays, the first lease sales un-
der the program aren’t expected until at least 2019. 
 
   The League of Women Voters of the United States is opposing the proposal,, and our league submit-
ted a statement as follows:: 
 

 I wish to speak against the proposal to allow offshore drilling in the waters around Long Island 
and the Eastern seaboard.  When expanded drilling was first proposed last year, the League of 
Women Voters of the United States  joined with 132 organizations to protest the plan..  The 
League of Women Voters of the United States has strongly supported our progress toward solv-
ing the climate change problem and the transition to sustainable low-carbon energy.  The League 
has called for the preservation of the physical, chemical and biological integrity of the ecosys-
tem and maximum protection of public health and the environment. 

The Town of Brookhaven has led the way to supporting renewables and reducing carbon emis-
sions.  The proposed policy’s intent to add jobs by drilling into the ocean is misguided.  Cur-
rently the clean energy sector provides five times as many jobs as do the fossil fuel industries. 

Tourism, which is one of Long Island’s flourishing sectors, can only be hurt by the threat of oil 
spills and the effects of seismic testing, which is easily conducted through water, hurting marine 
mammals and our human population. 

We therefore oppose the policy of drilling into the Outer Continental Shelf because it opens up 
the possibility of oil spills that could extend along the coast, it does not create as many jobs as 
are created by developing renewable energy, it can easily threaten our existing tourist industry, 
and  it seriously threatens the health and even the existence of our marine life. 

   "Governor Cuomo and the state of New York will use every avenue available to prevent an environ-
mental assault off our coastline,” said Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for Cuomo, in an email. “The Gov-
ernor is evaluating all options, including legislation, the state’s authority to review coastal consistency, 
and other legal challenges to prevent the egregious environmental and economic harm the federal gov-
ernment’s proposal would cause."  “The Trump Administration’s plan to turn over New York’s coast to 
Big Oil threatens our environment and our economy — and I stand ready to use the full power of my 
office to fight back if the administration won’t listen to New Yorkers’ opposition,” NYS Attorney Gen-
eral Schneiderman said in a statement. 
 
   Governors — both Republicans and Democrats — in every state where offshore drilling doesn’t al-
ready exist, except Maine, have expressed opposition to opening their coastlines to the oil and gas in-
dustry. In case efforts to exempt their states are unsuccessful, lawmakers in California, New York and 
New Jersey are pushing legislation that would make new offshore drilling in federal waters as difficult 
as possible. 

    From PoliticoNewJersey 
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TRIP TO COLD SPRING HARBOR LABORATORY 

On a beautiful day this spring, one of the few, twelve League members toured the Cold Spring Harbor    

Laboratory, which overlooks the Huntington harbor.with its boats.    Guided by Gyorgy, a graduate student 

studying there, we learned about the origin of the laboratory, its success in attracting private funders so that it 

is not entirely reliant on government funding.,and its history of famous scientists, such as Dr. James Watson 

who studied  DNA and genomes while he was on staff.  Before we began we stood in front of the  long sculp-

ture “Waltz of the Polypeptides” by Mara Hazeltine, depicting a ribosome in the act of producing a protein 

which stimulates antibodies in the body. The seven structures of the sculpture are based on the actual biologi-

cal forms observed using scanning electron microscopy, magnetic resonance spectroscopy and X-ray crystal-

lography.  Gyorgy is doing his research in pancreatic cancer;  we visited his lab and met some of his co-

workers, most of them also doing basic research.  Our members had lots of good questions.                                               

  

            View of the Harbor       Our Visit to the Laboratory 

 



 6 Article in Times Beacon Record 

Making Democracy Work:  

Suffolk County Government Revenue: Understanding Sources and Concerns by 

Peggy Olness 

The Suffolk County Legislature is the elected body responsible for public health and public safety, 
to maintain the county's infrastructure (mostly roads and sewers) and provide assistance to those in 
need, for a population of 1.5 million people. The Legislature sets county policies, appropriates 
funding, levies taxes, reviews and adopts the annual budget and gives the comptroller authority to 
issue debt to finance capital projects and cash flow needs and issue bonds (incur indebtedness) for 
specific purposes. 

By law the county must have a balanced budget: Revenue must equal expenditures. Also by law, it 
cannot tax income. Therefore, the county depends on other types of tax revenues, and in some 
cases borrowing, to meet the cost of the annual budget. The largest revenue sources  are the sales 
tax, state and federal aid, real property taxes and various fees and grants. 

It is important to remember that the annual operating budget is a plan for spending. Thus, during 
the year changes and adjustments must be made to the budget to accommodate what really happens 
to the tax revenue stream and necessary expenditures to meet the needs of the citizens (for exam-
ple, a snowstorm). 

While Suffolk County collects the taxes, not all of the tax monies collected go into the county's 
general fund to pay Suffolk County expenses. The actual distribution of these revenues often in-
volves other funds specific to programs or purposes. 

An example of this is the distribution of the sales tax, which represents about 60 percent of the  
general fund revenue. Suffolk County collects 8.625 percent on most taxable items. The county 
gives New York State 4.375 percent and keeps the remaining 4.25 percent, which it may distribute 
in several ways including: 

•By law, the Suffolk County Water Protection Fund receives a dedicated one-quarter cent (0.25 
percent) of sales tax revenue, which goes to sewer rate relief, general tax relief, land acquisition 
(Suffolk County Environmental Trust Fund) and water quality protection.  

•By need, the county may allocate up to 3/8ths of 1 percent (0.00375 percent) to the police dis-
trict fund. 

• New York State keeps 4 percent of its 4.375 percent sales tax from Suffolk County and 
gives the remaining 0.375 percent to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. State and fed-
eral aid money is received from New York State and the federal government to fund various 
programs and varies depending upon the program. The total amount varies from year to year. 

         Continued on page 7 



 7   Article in Times Beacon Record 

Making Democracy Work—County Revenues (continued from page 6) 

New York State keeps 4 percent of its 4.375 percent sales tax from Suffolk County and gives the      
remaining 0.375 percent to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. State and federal aid money is 
received from New York State and the federal government to fund various programs and varies        
depending upon the program. The total amount varies from year to year. 

Real property taxes are imposed on property owners at a rate based on the value of their property. 
Another county constraint on the amount of real property taxes is that nearly a century ago the New 
York State Legislature enacted the Suffolk County Tax Act, which requires that the county general 
fund use the collected property tax revenue received to make all other taxing jurisdictions within the 
county (towns, schools, police and other county and noncounty taxing entities) whole even when    
property owners are delinquent in paying their taxes. 

Certain aspects of this tax act create cash flow issues for the county and other local taxing jurisdictions. 
This problem is currently being reviewed by the Suffolk County Tax Act Study Committee to see  
what solutions may be possible. 

In addition to the taxes on real property the county also collects revenue from real property tax items. 
These include the revenue on the sale of defaulted properties; interest and penalties on unpaid taxes; 
and payments in lieu of taxes (PILOTs), which are reimbursements for properties that are off the tax 
rolls because they are owned by the federal government or exempted for other reasons. These real 
property tax items sometimes contribute more revenue than real property taxes themselves. 

Beyond the various legal constraints mentioned, sales tax and property tax revenues tend to rise and 
fall with the economy since people spend less in bad times; this can place more burden, relatively 
speaking, on people with lower incomes. Due to the 2008 Great Recession, sales tax revenues dropped 
and have not recovered enough to produce sufficient revenue as county expenditures have increased.  
In 2017 county sales tax receipts grew by 4.28 percent but still came in $2.4 million short of budget 
projections. Therefore, the county has had to find other ways to generate more revenues. 

The county has tried to solve the problem by increasing old fees and imposing new ones. Unfortu-
nately, these new fees have not been enough, and since 2014 the county has had to borrow a total of 
$166.3 million from the Assessment Stabilization Reserve Fund (ASRF) to make up the shortfall. In 
2018, the county must begin paying back the ASRF. 

The new federal tax law, which took effect in 2018, may have significant effects on the county      
economy, thus leading to more uncertainty about budget projections in the coming year.  

(Based on information presented in the Review of the 2018 Recommended Operating Budget prepared 
by the Suffolk County Legislature Budget Review Office.) 

Peggy Olness is a board member of the League of Women Voters of Suffolk County, a nonprofit, non-

partisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government 

and influences public policy through education and advocacy 
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 APRIL  

Wed  April  4 LWV Brookhaven Board Meeting, 10 am, at Nancy Marr’s 

Sat       April 14        Annual Luncheon at Three Village Inn, Stony Brook 

        Speaker: Town of Brookhaven Supervisor   
  Edward Romaine  

MAY 

Wed     May 2 LWV Brookhaven Board Meeting, 10 am, at Linda Devin-Sheehan’s 

Sun-Wed     May 20-23 Students in Albany Conference in Albany 

Mon              May 21        General Meeting, 7 pm, place and subject to be announced 

JUNE 

Fri                 June 15        Annual Meeting, ptba, 7 pm 


