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At local, state and national levels 
the League works to influence public policy 

through education and advocacy. 
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THE LEAG UE OF WO MEN VO TERS 

OF EAST NASSAU

         

SAVE THE DATES 
 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 7:15 pm 

LWVEN Business Meeting 

Levittown Library 
 

Thursday, Oct. 11, 7:00 pm 

Candidate Forum 

Candidates for NYS SD 5 and 

AD 13, 15 
 

Monday, Oct. 22, 7:00 pm 

Candidate Forum 

Candidates for  US CD 2 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 23,  7:00 pm 

Candidate Forum  

Candidates for NYS SD 6 & 8  

and AD 14 & 17 
 

Thursday, Nov. 15  

LWVNC Post-Election Supper 

See page 8. 
 

All members are welcome to 

attend business/ board meetings, 

as well as general meetings. If 

planning to do so, please call 

516-221-1948 to assure that the 

time and/or place has not been 

changed. Unless otherwise 

indicated, LWVEN meetings are 

held at the Levittown Library. 
_______________________________________ 
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Candidate Forums 
 

Thursday, October 11, 7:00 pm 
Plainview-Old Bethpage Library, 999 Old Country Road, Plainview 

Candidates invited: (all have accepted):  

SD 5: James F.Gaughran, Carl Marcellino   
 

AD 13: Charles Lavine,  Andrew A. Monteleone 
 

AD 15: Allen F. Foley, Michael A.Montesano 

 

Monday October 22, 7:00 pm 
Massapequa Library-Bar Harbour, 40 Harbor Lane, Massapequa Park 

Candidates invited: (both have accepted) 
 

CD 2: Liuba Grechen Shirley, Peter T. King  
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 pm 
Merrick Library, 2279 Merrick Avenue, Merrick 

Candidates invited: 

SD 6: Kevin M. Thomas, Kemp Hannon 
 

SD 8: John E. Brooks, Jeffrey Pravato 
 

AD 14: Michael Reid, David McDonough 
 

AD 17: Kimberly L. Snow, John K. Mikulin 

 
AD: NYS Assembly District – SD: NYS Senate District – CD: US Congressional District 
 

Please encourage friends and neighbors in these districts to attend, to get to 

know who their candidates are, and what they stand for. 

Post-Election Supper 
 

Please join us at the 2018 LWVof Nassau County  

Post Election Supper 

On Thursday, November 15th 
 

Meena Bose, Executive Dean of Public Policy, Hofstra University and 

Michelle Schimel, former NYS Assemblymember, will analyze the 2018 

election and give us insight into why it went the way it did and what the 

potential effects might be.  
 

Don’t miss this extremely interesting annual Nassau County League event.  
 

Go to page 8 for more information and for the registration form. 

 



The Drought Watch Has Ended  

 

The US Geological Survey (USGS) resumed their 

data collection activities in Nassau County in the 

spring of 2016.  It is not clear whether Nassau 

County alone will be able to continue to support  

the essential work of the USGS.   It is time for  

NYS to contribute to this critical work that annually 

monitors recharge rates, water table levels, stream 

flow and other data benchmarks.  Without the 

maintenance of long-term data collection, important 

efforts like modeling aquifer responses to drought, 

summer water demand, or unusual weather events 

will be harmed. This year, the drought watch ended 

and LI is receiving above average precipitation. In 

September rainfall was about 7-8” above normal. Data 

collection helps to understand how the aquifers 

respond to such changes. In early 2018, USGS data 

showed the aquifer system had not recovered from 

three years of below average rainfall and recharge. 
(Source: Water for Long Island) 

___________________________ 
 

Water Use on LI 
 

The good news is that according to a report released 

on June 19, water use across the country has 

declined to levels not seen since 1970. Reductions in 

water use have been seen since 2010 and appear to be 

continuing. This is due to attempts in most areas to use 

this very critical resource more efficiently. Water use 

levels are at their lowest in 45 years, according to this 

report by the USGS. The report indicated that 322 billion 

gallons of water per day were withdrawn in 2015. The 

quantity withdrawn in 1970 was 370 Bgal/d., and 354 

Bgal/day in 2010. 
 

The bad news is that this pattern is not true on LI. In fact, 

in Nassau County, we are not only drawing out more 

water each year, but we are drawing out more than is 

being replenished. The aquifer system is continuing to be 

drawn down daily. Water is the one natural resource 

without which we cannot survive. We need to use it 

efficiently and wisely, so that there will be enough to 

sustain us now and in the future.  Something must be 

done to make our population aware of the problem and  

of the solution. One part of the solution is, of course, 

more economical use of water.  
 

Our citizens must learn to take shorter showers, not to let 

the water run while brushing teeth or washing vegetables 

and dishes, not to water lawns during and/or after a 

rainfall, etc. If every resident of Nassau County were          

to do these few things, it would make a tremendous 

difference. And, of course there are a lot of things that 

individuals, businesses and government can do to go even 

further. We must not allow LI to be the worst offenders 

vis a vis water. 

Gerrymandering Update 
 

On June 18, 2018, the Supreme Court decided –  

or rather, decided not to decide – the case of extreme 

partisan gerrymandering as presented by the Wisconsin 

case of Gill v. Whitford. In a 7-2 decision, Chief Justice 

Roberts wrote that the plaintiffs lacked standing because  

they were unable to show how they were personally harmed 

by the practice.  
 

A concurring opinion by Justices Kagan, Ginsburg, 

Breyer and Sotomayor suggested that the plaintiffs   

might pursue different reasoning based upon the First 

Amendment right of association. Justice Kennedy 

remained silent. Justices Thomas and Gorsuch would 

have dismissed the case altogether.  
 

The decision left plaintiffs scrambling to fight another 

day. We had hoped for a better outcome.                                                  

.                                             Nora Mikes, Resident Commissioner’s  

Election Coordinator LWV Buffalo/Niagara 

________________________________ 

 

Gun Control? 
 

It has been determined on a nationwide level, that League  

make gun control a priority for the next two years in its 

lobbying. For this reason, we invited two speakers on this 

topic to speak at our September 12 meeting.  
 

Our speakers indicated that they would prefer to work 

towards gun safety and gun ownership limitations 

including better background checks prior to purchase, 

rather than gun control. Considering that people who do 

not live in or near large cities often have a different 

perspective on guns, perhaps this  approach makes more 

sense in the attempt to get legislators on board. 
 

What do you think? Send me an email and have your opinion 

in one of our future issues (paulablum@hotmail.com). 
_______________________________ 

 

Wanted:  
Inquiring minds who want to know. 

Join the Program Committee and help develop community 

forums and programs on issues of current interest or 

exploration of League positions. Committee members may 

chair one or more programs during the year or choose to work 

behind the scenes. Tasks would  include:  

    1. Selecting a topic or position that can be the subject for 

presentation and discussion.  

    2. Selecting and developing the format - speaker, 

documentary or film, panel format, etc.  

    3. Looking into networking with other good government 

groups in order to combine both program development and 

promotional efforts. 

If interested, contact Barbara: epsteinb1@gmail.com or  

516-221-1948. 
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Election Dates 
 

General election - November 6, 2018 
 

October 12 – Last day to postmark voter registration form 

(must be received by October 17) or register in person at the 

Board of Elections. 
 

October 17 – If you have moved and want to re-register at 

your new address, this is the last day by which change of 

address must be received by the Board of Elections. 
 

October 30 – Last day to postmark application for absentee 

ballot. 
 

November 5 – Last day to apply in person for an absentee 

ballot.             
 

November 5 - Last day to postmark ballot for the general 

election (must be received by November 13). 
 

November 6 – Last day to deliver an absentee ballot in 

person to the Board of Elections. 

Way to Go NYS Leagues! 
 

In 2017-2018, twenty one of the leagues across New 

York State reported on their voter registration activities. 

Together, these Leagues held approximately 109 voter 

registration drives where they registered approximately 

3,665 voters. They participated in 123 naturalization 

ceremonies where they registered 10,026 new voters.  
 

Additionally, these Leagues have been making major 

strides to engage with more high schools. They visited 

approximately 28 high schools where they registered 

713 new voters resulting in a total of 14,404 voters 

registered. Again, this is incomplete data. If the figures 

included Leagues that the state League has not heard 

from and those who did not track, the actual total is 

estimated to be over 20,000 voter registrations. This     

is HUGE!           

__________________________________________ 
 

 

Report From National Convention 
 

The theme of the convention was “Creating a More Perfect Democracy,” and the national board adopted a “Transformation 

Roadmap” as a guide toward how the League can transform itself to meet that goal in its second 100 years as an 

organization.  
 

According to the Transformation Roadmap, the core elements that define the League will not change: 

 • The League will continue to focus on our mission impact work. 

 • The League will remain nonpartisan. 

 • The League will remain a membership organization.  
 

Also adopted as part of the Transformation Roadmap were the following mission, vision and value statements:  

• Mission Statement: Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.  

• Vision Statement: We envision a democracy where every person has the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the 

confidence to participate.  

• Value Statement: We believe in the power of women to create a more perfect democracy.  
 

The value statement engendered much discussion, with many members concerned that it was too restrictive in an 

organization that values diversity, that it devalues the work of the many men who are not only members but hold leadership 

positions as officers and board members of local and state leagues and inter-league organizations. A proposition to broaden 

the value statement was presented but was not passed.    
 

 

The budget was passed, there was no increase in the PMP (per member payment) and the new board was elected. Chris 

Carson remains as president of the LWVUS. Virginia Kase was introduced as the incoming Chief Executive Officer.  
 

Motions that passed relating to League priorities and program included:  

• that the League make gun control, gun safety and gun ownership limitations a priority in its lobbying efforts;  

• that the League reaffirm its position that the Electoral College be abolished;  

• that the League support an emphasis on the ERA and efforts to remove the time limits for its ratification;  

• that the League support efforts to price carbon emissions;  

• that the League reaffirm its commitment to the right of an individual to make reproductive choices;   

• that advocacy for the National Popular Vote Compact be added to the LWVUS 2018-20 LWVUS program;  

• that the League support a set of climate assessment criteria that ensures that energy policies align with current                   

climate science. 
 

The proposed program, which was passed, includes the retention of all current LWVUS positions in the areas of 

representative government, international relations, natural resources and social policy, as well as a proposed Campaign for 

Making Democracy Work. The Campaign for Making Democracy Work focuses on ensuring a free, fair and accessible 

electoral system with an emphasis on voting rights, improvement of elections, campaign finance/money in politics, and 

redistricting. This program provides the umbrella under which the local leagues plan our own programs and priorities.  

(by Estelle Gellman and Susan Wilson, Co-Presidents LWV Hamptons - excerpted from their bulletin) 
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Paula Blum and Barbara Epstein 
were LWVEN’s representatives at 

the 2018 LWVUS Biennial Convention 
in Chicago. See page 3 for decisions 

reached at the convention. 
 

 
Voting rights for women were first proposed 
in July 1848, at the Seneca Falls Women's 
Rights Convention organized by suffragists 

Susan B. Anthony and Lucretia Mott.  
 

It took 72 years of protest and activism for 
the 19

th
 Amendment to become law. The 

measure was ratified by a single vote 
margin in the Tennessee state legislature 
and became national law eight days later, 

on August 26, 1920 (now known as 
Women's Equality Day). 

 

Representatives from Leagues around NYS attended 
the 2018 LWVUS National Convention in June. 

 

Mimi Hirsch and Rhoada Tanenbaum helped 
people register to vote at the Bethpage Village 
Restoration.  
on Sunday, May 6th. 

 

LWVEN Management Team members Barbara 
Epstein and Peggy Stein visited the home of 
suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
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Please patronize our advertisers.

Their ads help to defray the cost of distribution and printing.

Hirsch Electric
FOR HOME AND SECURITY

MIKE HIRSCH
Licensed Master Electrician

84 Victor St.
Plainview, N.Y.
516-822-5044

(516) 795-8325

5 9 0  B R O A D W A Y MASSAPEQUA, NY 11758

1325 Franklin Avenue
Suite 540 
Garden City, NY 11530

516.336.5991 

 INSURANCE     FINANCIAL SERVICES      BENEFITS

Benjamin R. Chafitz bchafitz@tsgfin.com

TSG FINANCIAL

Since 1987

3728 Park Avenue, Wantagh, NY
516-826-5555

Worldgym.com/wantagh

 Please clip & send with your check to: 

Barbara Josepher 
LWVEN Treasurer 

 339 Cold Spring Road 
Syosset,  NY 11791

  $ 5  Membership________ membership dues 5  Individual
                                                 $80H  Membership (2 or more)                                        ousehold

________ contribution           Total: __________

Membership/Contribution Form
Yes, I want to support the LWV’s work in citizen education and advocacy.

Name: _______________________ _________________________ Tel: ______________________________ __________

Address: __ ________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___ __________________________________________________________________________________

Areas of interest: ___ _________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my (our) check 
payable to LWV of East Nassau for

Cosmetic, Implants, Restorative
Root Canal and Family Dentistry

2565 Beverly Road
Merrick, NY 11566
Tel: 516-378-8600

stevenmlevydmd@gmail.com

W W W .M E R R IC K D E N T IS T R Y .C O M

$20 (Full-time) Student Membership
$75 Supporting Membership

w w w .t s g f i n .c o m

Members:

Ask your favorite

professional or

retail store to

take this ad space.

Glenn-Scott Landscaping
Save-On Sprinklers
savonsprinklers.com

glennscottland@aol.com

2285 Bedford Ave.

Bellmore NY 11710 516-826-2815
516-781-0535

fax-516-826-1120
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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed 
and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major 

public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

ROSE MARIE WALKER
NASSAUCOUNTY

LEGISLATOR DISTRICT 17

NASSAU  COUNTY

LEGISLATURE
1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE

MINEOLA, NY 11501

(516) 571-6217

FAX: (516) 571-6277

E-MAIL: rmwalker@nassaucountyny.gov

MAUREEN O’CONNELL, RN, JD

240 OLD COUNTRY  ROAD
MINEOLA , N.Y. 11501

 (516) 571-2660

Fax: (516) 752-4099

NASSAU  COUNTY CLERK

OFFICE  OF THE
COUNTY CL E RK

Www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/clerk/

T  M KHOMAS C EVITT
LEGISLATOR , DISTRICT 13

NASSAU COUNTY

LEGISLATURE

1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE

ROOM 209

MINEOLA, NY 11501

(516) 571-6213
FAX: (5160 571-6746

E-MAIL: tmckevitt@nassaucountyny.gov

LWV of Nassau County

PO Box 221

Port Washington NY 11050

516-431-1628

www.lwvofnassaucounty.org

info@lwvofnassaucounty.org

KEEPING CONNECTED

LWVNYS & LWVNYS Education Foundation

62 Grand Street, Albany NY 12207

518-465-4162

www.lwvny.org

lwvny@lwvny.org

LWVUS & LWVUS Education Fund

1730 M St. NW, Ste. 1000

Washington DC 20036

www.lwv.org

lwv@lwv.org
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ARNOLD W. DRUCKER
NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATOR , 16TH DISTRICT

MEMBER:

HEALTH ANDSOCIALSERVICES

PUBLIC WORKS
GOVERNMENTSERVICES &

OPERATIONS

RANKING:

PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT &

ENVIRONMENT

NASSAU COUNTY
LEGISLATURE

1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE
M INEOLA, NY 11501

(516) 571-6216
FAX: (5160 571-6287

E-MAIL: adrucker@nassaucountyny.gov

LWV of East Nassau Planned Candidate Forums

October 11, 7:00 pm - Plainview-Old Bethpage Library

Candidates for NYS SD 6 & 8 and AD 14 & 17

October 22, 7:00 pm - Massapequa Library-Bar Harbour

Candidates for US CD 2

October 23, 7:00 pm - Merrick Library

Candidates for NYS SD 5 and AD 13 & 15
See page 1 for further information.

We greatly appreciate 

the understanding of

 those who are running

 for office this year.

                                            We are unable to include their ads in this issue, 

                                          due to the proximity of the election and our need to 

                                          remain non-partisan regarding parties and candidates.

 

 

 



Voter Registration 
 

Adelphi Votes has indicated that they are 

fortunate to have had the assistance of members 

from the Nassau County League of Women 

Voters (LWVNC) every Wednesday in the 

month of September during Registration Rush.   

The LWV has assisted the efforts since 2008  

and continues to be a valuable asset.   
 

Volunteers are always welcome to assist with the 

Adelphi Votes initiative. For further information 

on this program contact vote@adelphi.edu. 
____________________________ 

Monitoring Elections 
 

We have been working with the Freeport 

Housing Authority for many years, to assure the 

safety and accuracy of their election for Resident 

Commissioner, by having League members 

monitor the election. Norma Schaeffer, our very 

experienced Voter Service Director has been 

coordinating this activity for most, if not all, of 

the time that we have been doing this. Her report 

follows. 
 

On August 31, 2018, our usual Freeport Housing 

Authority group came together to monitor the 

FHA election for "Resident Commissioner." The 

date was changed from the last Friday in June, 

which it had been for many years, to the Friday 

of Labor Day Weekend.  This caused concern as 

to the availability of our members, since plans 

are often made well in advance to get together 

with families and friends on holiday weekends.   
 

This turned out not to be a problem. I was 

extremely pleased when I called the League 

members, and they adjusted their schedules to 

meet our need. I wish to sincerely thank the 

following members for their participation:             

Judy Moskowitz, Marion Schurade, Rhoada 

Tanenbaum, Marilyn Benson, Barbara Levine, 

Hal Levine, Lillian Broad, Jay Broad.  I would 

also like to express special thanks to Lorraine 

Newman, who worked at one of our locations 

from 7:00 to 9:30 am. We cover that location and 

two additional locations from 9:30 am -3:30 

pm.  After my rotation, I tabulated and recorded 

the results at the Main Street office, as I do each 

time we monitor this election.           Norma Schaeffer                                                      

Why Carbon Fee and Dividend? 
 

The case for climate solutions 
Since the beginning of the industrial revolution,  

our burning of fossil fuels has steadily increased the carbon 

dioxide content of Earth’s atmosphere. For many decades,  

we enjoyed the benefits of such fuels without realizing that 

the increased atmospheric carbon was trapping heat and 

hastening global climate change.  

 

Today, we understand that climate change carries 

potentially catastrophic health, environmental, and 

economic costs. Nevertheless, in most places there is no 

financial penalty for adding to the carbon pollution that 

drives climate change. As long as carbon pollution remains 

free, the true costs of fossil fuels will be hidden and may 

appear cheaper than low-carbon alternatives, even as they 

put long-term health and economic prosperity at risk. 

Reduce emissions and grow the economy 
The Citizen Climate Lobby has indicated that their  

preferred climate solution is a national, revenue-neutral 

carbon fee-and-dividend system (CF&D). If adopted, this 

would place a predictable, steadily-rising price on carbon 

and  other greenhouse gases, with all fees collected minus 

administrative costs being returned to households as a 

monthly energy dividend.  

 
The top line represents emissions with business as usual. The lower line 

represents the projected reduction in emissions with Carbon Fee and 

Dividend.                                                  (Source: Citizen Climate Lobby) 

 
According to the Citizen Climate Lobby, studies 

show that in just 20 years such a system could 

reduce carbon emissions to 50% of 1990 levels 

while adding 2.8 million jobs to the American 

economy.  
 

We will include more information on Carbon Fee 

and Dividend in future issues of the VOTER. 
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https://vote.adelphi.edu/
mailto:vote@adelphi.edu
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/laser-talks/health-costs/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/administrative-cost/


Join us and co-sponsor Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock’s 
Women’s Group for our 

 

POST-ELECTION SUPPER 
    Thursday, November 15th, 2018 

 

We will enjoy a light meal and a lively discussion 
with Commentary on the Election Results by 

 

Meena Bose, Executive Dean of Public Policy, Hofstra University  
Michelle Schimel, former NYS Assemblymember, 16th AD  

 

Professor Bose has been our guest speaker in the past and brings her expertise in American Politics and the Presidency.  
Michelle Schimel served as an Assemblymember from 2007 to 2016, and currently is Director of Community 

Outreach for the New York State Mortgage Authority. 
 

       Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock 

48 Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset NY 11030  
Exit 27 North on Northern State Pkwy. Drive north on Shelter Rock Road approximately one and a half miles. 

The UU Congregation is on the left.  If you reach Northern Boulevard, you’ve gone too far. 
 

$20.00 per person 
        Doors Open at 6:30 pm 
        Buffet Supper at 7:00 pm 

For further information call: 516 431-1628 or email: info@lwvofnassaucounty.org 
 

Please complete the reservation form below and mail no later than Wednesday Nov. 7, 2018  
 

to LWV of Nassau County, PO Box 221, Port Washington, NY 11050, 516-431-1628 
 

      
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The League of Women Voters of East Nassau 
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Editor: Paula Blum, paulablum@hotmail.com • Circulation: Mary Price • Advertising: Barbara Levine 8 

 

 THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
®

 
  OF NASSAU COUNTY  

 

 
 

Please reserve______ place(s) for the Post-Election Event @ $20.00/person on Thursday, November 15, 2018. 
 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $________ payable to LWVNYS Education Foundation.  

 
    NAME:  ____________________________________ E-MAIL: ______________________________ 

 
ADDRESS:    _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
PHONE:   ___________________  LOCAL LEAGUE_____________________________________ 

 
I regret that I cannot attend.  Enclosed is my contribution of $________ to the LWVNYS Education Foundation.  

 
 
 

 

mailto:paulablum@hotmail.com
http://lwvny.org/donateEducation.html
http://lwvny.org/donateEducation.html

