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SAVE THE DATES 
 

 

Wednesday, Apr. 3 - 7:15 pm 

LWVEN Business Meeting 
 

Wednesday, Apr. 17 – 7:15 pm 

Speakers: State Senator Kevin 

Thomas, State Assemblymember 

John K. Mikulin 
 

Wednesday, May 1 – 7:15 pm 

LWVEN Business Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 15 – 7:15 pm 

Speaker: Rudy Carmenaty, Esq. 

Topic: RBG 
 

Wednesday, June 19 – 5:30 pm 

Annual Meeting – See May 

VOTER for details 
 

All above  meetings will be at        

the Levittown Library. All 

members are welcome at both 

general meetings and business 

meetings. 
 

Call 516-221-1948 to assure that 

no changes have been made in 

times or location. 
_______________________________________ 
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Everything You Ever Wanted to Know  

About the State Budget 
 

When: Wednesday, April 17
th
, 7:15 pm 

 

Where: Levittown Library 
 

Who: NYS Senator Kevin Thomas 

          NYS Assemblymember John K. Mikulin 
 

Why: As New Yorkers, we pay among the highest taxes in the 

country, yet most of us know very little about the State budget, how it 

is determined, where the money goes, etc. Join us on April 17
th

 and 

learn about the budget, the process and a lot more from these two new 

state legislators. 
 

They will discuss what is in the budget that affects us and what their thoughts 

are regarding what will happen for the rest of the legislative session. They 

will tell us about their priorities, and their views on League issues. 
 

Senator Thomas’ 6
th
 SD includes East Meadow, Levittown, Bethpage, North 

Wantagh, Garden City, Hempstead and Seaford. He is chair of the Consumer 

Protection Committee and a member of the Aging, Banks, Finance, Judiciary 

and the Veterans, Homeland Security and Military Affairs Committees. 
 

Assemblyman Mikulin’s 17
th
 AD includes East Meadow, Levittown, Plainedge 

and part of Massapequa. He is a member of the  Banks, Consumer Affairs and 

Protection, Education, Election Law and Mental Health Committees. 

 

We Need You!!!! 
As most of our members know, the Leagues in Nassau County 

sponsor and/or provide moderators for many candidate forums 

throughout the county during election seasons. These include school 

board elections and other local elections in addition to the primary 

and general elections in November. We are now in need of 

additional moderators from among our ranks. Please contact 

Barbara Epstein at epsteinb1@gmail.com or 516-221-1948, and tell 

her you will attend a moderator training group in the near future. 
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          Equal Pay Day Was April 2nd 
(By Barb Thomas, LWVNYS  

Women's Issues Specialist) 
 

According to laws already on the books, Equal Pay Day for  

ALL Women should be December 31. But it's not. The average 

woman must work far into the next year to earn what the average 

man earned the previous year.  
 

It takes until April 2nd for women who work full-time to catch 

up with their male counterparts; mom's equal pay compared to 

dad's happens on June 10; black women reach parity on August 

22; and equal pay day for Latinas is observed on Nov. 20. There 

are wide wage gaps among Asian women, so some catch up by 

March 5 but others not until mid-July. 
 

The wage gap starts at the beginning of a woman's career and 

multiplies over time. Indeed, right out of college, women 

experience a 7% wage gap. Females are often pushed into lower 

paying jobs and job titles that allow women to be paid less for 

substantially equal work. The pay gap can begin even earlier as 

teens. According to a 2018 analysis, boys earn on average twice 

what girls earn for chores. 
 

Collectively women in New York State lose $17 billion dollars  

a year due to the pay gap. This hurts women and their families, 

but it also hurts the communities they support: local businesses 

are hurt through lost sales, as are local schools and governments 

that depend upon sales tax and property tax dollars to fund the 

programs and the infrastructure those communities need to exist. 
 

Change needs to happen but there is good news. Our state 

legislature and governor have the opportunity to pass game-

changing laws this session. And, Congress may finally move 

forward on common sense reform. That will only happen if      

we all speak out, contact our elected representatives (not in      

the League's name, but your own), and call for equal pay for     

all New York women, now.  

Court Reform Comes Alive! 
Libby Hubbard, LWV Huntington  

                                                former President, LWVNYS) 
 

Progress toward a major goal of a venerable 

Action Item appears achievable, beginning in 

the 2019 session of the new State Legislature-

and that is Court Simplification. The LWVNYS 

has worked for this since the 1950s-yes the 

1950s!  
 

Along the way, we have had important 

successes in improving how the state court 

system functions and serves the public-Merit 

Selection of the Court of Appeals, centralized 

financing and administration of the courts and 

establishing the Commission on Judicial 

Conduct, but reducing the number of separate 

trial courts from 11 to 3 has so far eluded us. 
  

I'll only cite one reason among many why  

this particular goal is so important: the  

Family Court, where women and children 

have critical parts of their lives determined,  

is a "lower" court and receives many more  

cases but much less funding than the "higher" 

Supreme Court, which deals with wealthier 

clients and their civil cases. If they were one 

and the same court, this would not be the 

case. 
  

The State League (and the LWVNYC) are 

members of a growing Coalition, led by The 

Fund for Modern Courts, which will work   

on passage of a Constitutional Amendment   

to finally bring court simplification to NYS. 

The Chief Judge of the State and the major 

Bar Associations will be at our side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who Was the First Woman  

Depicted on Currency? 
                  

“The honor belongs to Arsinoe II, a Ptolemaic queen of Egypt, 

who appeared on a coin in the third century B.C., says Ellen 

Feingold, curator of the National Numismatic Collection. 

Others have included Queen Elizabeth I of England in the 16th 

century, Indira Gandhi in the 1980s, Maria Montessori in the 

1990s and Eva Perón and Marie Curie in this decade.  
 

Women have been far less commonly depicted on US. currency. 

The full roster: Pocahontas and Martha Washington appeared 

on bills in the 19th century; Susan B. Anthony and Sacagawea 

appeared on dollar coins beginning in 1979 and 2000, respectively, 

and Helen Keller appeared on a quarter issued in 2003.”                                           
                                                  (Source: Smithsonian Magazine)

            
 

In Memoriam 
 

Judith Schecter 
 

 
 

We miss you Judy!! 
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Will Fusion Voting Be Eliminated in NYS? 
 

There are members of the current state legislature who would like to end the practice of Fusion Voting in 

New York State, and others who feel it is important to keep this practice, so perhaps it is time for us to think 

about where we stand on this issue. 
 

What is Fusion Voting? 

When a candidate appears on more than one ballot line, it’s known as fusion voting or cross-endorsement. 

The only states that currently allow fusion voting are Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Mississippi, New York, 

Oregon, South Carolina and Vermont. 
 

For a third party to appear on the ballot in NYS, it has to get 15,000 signatures of registered voters. In NY 

and the abovementioned other states, the party can opt to select candidates who are already nominees of other 

parties. 
 

A party must receive 50,000 votes for Governor to be guaranteed a ballot line for the following four years. 

Minor parties retain their ballot lines by endorsing either the Democratic nominee for Governor – as the 

Working Families Party usually does – or the Republican nominee – as the Conservative Party does. Some 

other parties generally have their own candidates for Governor, but still reach the 50,000-vote requirement. 
 

When you receive your 2019 copy of They Represent You, which will be sent to all members in April, you  

will note that there are currently eight official parties in NYS, including the Republican and Democratic 

parties. The other six are: Conservative, Green, Independence, Libertarian, SAM and Working Families. 

 

Advantages of Fusion Voting 
Fusion voting gives minor parties influence in elections. Voters support minor parties by voting for their 

candidates on minor party lines, thus not endorsing major parties. It enables citizens or groups to form parties 

based on specific issues, and it enables voters to decide on what lines they vote for their chosen candidates. 
 

By voting on a minority party line, voters can send a message regarding policies that they support, yet still 

vote for a candidate that they believe has a good chance of winning the election, whether those policies are 

more progressive or more conservative. Third parties often have the power to hold candidates accountable            

to their party lines.  
 

Disadvantages of Fusion Voting 
Opponents of fusion voting say the minor parties have too much power; that candidates are pulled to more 

extreme positions in order to get onto minority party lines to obtain additional votes. This, they feel makes          

it harder for more moderate candidates to remain in office. Fusion voting also causes a confusing ballot, and 

has sometimes allowed minor parties to trade endorsements for jobs or other favors. 

 

Background of Fusion Voting 

In the 19th century, fusion voting was common throughout the United States. It contributed to the rise of the 

Populist Party, whose members gave their support to candidates from both major parties, bolstering Populist 

influence. In the 1892 election, Populists supported the Democratic Party. Republican lawmakers then scaled 

back fusion voting provisions in the states. The practice fell out of favor in the 20th century, bringing its use 

down to the current eight states.    
 

What is your position? 

If you feel strongly one way or the other, please let me know what it is – paulablum@hotmail.com; so I            

can print your response in a future issue of the East Nassau VOTER. Comments from legislators as well                   

as members are welcome.                                                                    (Sources, City & State and MSNBC.com) 
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LWVNYS Statement on Passage of the Budget 

The League of Women Voters of New York State is pleased that the 2019-2020 state budget includes 

$10 million for early voting implementation funding for counties and $14.7 million for electronic 

poll-books. These funds will be critical to help early voting get off to a good start in New York State.  

In addition to the benefits of this funding, voting will be more accessible for New Yorkers with 

expanded primary voting hours in upstate from 6 am to 9 pm, more time off for workers on election 

day, and enhanced ability to register to vote online through the state Board of Elections website. 

These reforms are hallmarks of progress in finally establishing a 21
st
 century voting system for New 

York State. 

On the other hand, this budget agreement did not bring needed comprehensive campaign finance 

reform. Instead, it delegates to a still-to-be-formed Public Financing Commission consideration of 

one aspect of campaign finance reform—a small donor public matching system. We agree that it is 

important to get the details of any public matching system correct, but this is what our representatives 

are elected and paid to do, rather than delegate their responsibilities to an unaccountable commission. 

It is critical for the success of any public financing system that it include lower limits for non-

participating candidates as well as participating candidates, and that there is independent and effective 

enforcement.  

New Yorkers have been frustrated for many years by the deplorable condition of our state’s campaign 

finance system and the oversized influence of wealthy donors. Our elected legislators just received a 

$10,000 pay raise upon the timely delivery of the new budget; they should begin to earn their increased 

pay by holding hearings on comprehensive campaign finance reform with the goal of delivering 

legislation during this session. Legislators can build upon the public financing bill that the State 

Assembly has repeatedly passed in recent years, lower the state’s sky-high contribution limits and 

finally put in place real enforcement of campaign finance laws. 

____________________________________ 
 

Early Voting and More in Nassau County 
 

Representatives of the LWVNC Inter-League Organization (ILO), including our own Barbara Epstein 

met recently with representatives of the NC Board of Elections to discuss early voting, electronic 

voting books, and other new changes to the way we will be voting in NYS.  All of these new state 

mandates will have to be worked out and worked into all county voting systems before Election Day. 
 

The BOE is working hard to get it all into place. The number of early voting places in the county 

could be anywhere from 7 to 19. Each of these new voting places will require new voting machines 

with software allowing them to include many more Election districts than the machines we have been 

using. The early voting dates will be from Sunday, October 26
th

 through Sunday, November 3. 

Hopefully, this will enable more people to vote conveniently, and reduce the long lines that caused 

problems for voters in some localities around the state. 
 

The county League is in discussion regarding how we can work with the BOE to inform and educate 

the public regarding the changes being instituted this year. If you would like to be part of the group 

working to educate the public (and ourselves) about all of these changes, please let Barbara know: 

516-221-1948 or epsteinb1@gmail.com. 
 

We are also asking members to volunteer to be election inspectors. A lot more election inspectors will 

be needed for early voting to work properly. If you or anyone you know would be interested in being 

an election inspector at the polls, either for the early voting or on Election Day, please call the BOE  

at 516-571-2411.   
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Please patronize our advertisers.

Their ads help to defray the cost of distribution and printing.

Hirsch Electric
FOR HOME AND SECURITY

MIKE HIRSCH
Licensed Master Electrician

84 Victor St.
Plainview, N.Y.
516-822-5044

(516) 795-8325

5 9 0  B R O A D W A Y MASSAPEQUA, NY 11758

1325 Franklin Avenue
Suite 540 
Garden City, NY 11530

516.336.5991 

 INSURANCE     FINANCIAL SERVICES      BENEFITS

Benjamin R. Chafitz bchafitz@tsgfin.com

TSG FINANCIAL

Since 1987

3728 Park Avenue, Wantagh, NY
516-826-5555

Worldgym.com/wantagh

 Please clip & send with your check to: 

Barbara Josepher 
LWVEN Treasurer 

 339 Cold Spring Road 
Syosset,  NY 11791

  $ 5  Membership________ membership dues 5  Individual
                                                 $80H  Membership (2 or more)                                        ousehold

________ contribution           Total: __________

Membership/Contribution Form
Yes, I want to support the LWV’s work in citizen education and advocacy.

Name: _______________________ _________________________ Tel: ______________________________ __________

Address: __ ________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___ __________________________________________________________________________________

Areas of interest: ___ _________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my (our) check 
payable to LWV of East Nassau for

Cosmetic, Implants, Restorative

Root Canal and Family Dentistry

2565 Beverly Road
Merrick, NY 11566
Tel: 516-378-8600

stevenmlevydmd@gmail.com

W W W .M E R R IC K D E N T IS T R Y.C O M

$20 (Full-time) Student Membership
$75 Supporting Membership

w w w .t s g f i n .c o m

Howard P. Weinstein, DDS
312A Bedford Avenue
Bellmore, NY 11710

(516) 781-5482

Glenn-Scott Landscaping
Save-On Sprinklers
savonsprinklers.com

glennscottland@aol.com

2285 Bedford Ave.

Bellmore NY 11710 516-826-2815
516-781-0535

fax-516-826-1120
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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed 
and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major 

public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

ROSE MARIE WALKER
NASSAUCOUNTY

LEGISLATOR DISTRICT 17

NASSAU  COUNTY

LEGISLATURE
1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE

MINEOLA, NY 11501

(516) 571-6217

FAX: (516) 571-6277

E-MAIL: rmwalker@nassaucountyny.gov

MAUREEN O’CONNELL, RN, JD

240 OLD COUNTRY ROAD
MINEOLA , N.Y. 11501

 (516) 571-2660

Fax: (516) 752-4099

NASSAU COUNTY   CLERK

OFFIC E OF TH E
C OU N TY C LER K

www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/clerk/

T M KHOMAS C EVITT
LEGISLATOR , DISTRICT 13

NASSAU COUNTY
LEGISLATURE

1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE
ROOM 209

MINEOLA, NY 11501

(516) 571-6213
FAX: (5160 571-6746

E-MAIL: tmckevitt@nassaucountyny.gov

N EW Y OR K 
STATE

SEN ATE

SENATOR 

KEVIN THOMAS
SIXTH SENATE DISTRICT

595 Stewart Avenue #540
Garden City, NY 11530

(516) 739-1700
FAX (516) 747-7430

M A MIC H A EL ON TESA N O. 

ASSEMBLYMAN
15 DISTRICTTH

ROOM 437
LEGISLATIVE  OFFICE BUILDING

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12248
TELEPHONE : 518-455-4684

FAX: 518-455-5477

111 WEST  OLD COUNTRY ROAD
SUITE  202

HICKSVILLE , NY 11801
TELEPHONE : 516-937-3571

FAX: 516-937-3632

E-mail: montesanom@assembly.state.ny.us

CHARLES D. LAVINE
MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY

13 TH DISTRICT

ROOM 731 LEGISLATIVE  OFFICE BUILDING
ALBANY, NEW YORK  12248

(518) 455-5456
FAX : (518) 455-5467

1 SCH O O L ST RE E T, SU IT E 303B
G L E N CO V E, N E W Y O RK 11542

(516) 676-0050

FA X: (516) 676-0071

NEW  YO RK  STATE  ASSEM BLY

E-MAIL: LAVINEC@ASSEMBLY.STATE .NY.US

LWV of Nassau County

PO Box 221

Port Washington NY 11050

516-431-1628

www.lwvofnassaucounty.org

info@lwvofnassaucounty.org

KEEPING CONNECTED

LWVNYS & LWVNYS Education Foundation

62 Grand Street, Albany NY 12207

518-465-4162

www.lwvny.org

lwvny@lwvny.org

LWVUS & LWVUS Education Fund

1730 M St. NW, Ste. 1000

Washington DC 20036

www.lwv.org

lwv@lwv.org
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N EW Y OR K
STATE

SEN ATE

LEGISLATIVE  OFFICE BUILDING
ALBANY, NY 12247

(518) 455 3260
e-mail: thomas@nysenate.gov

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING
ROOM 513

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12247
(518) 455-2765 • (518) 426-6925

8
TH

SENATE DISTRICT

E -M AIL : B RO O K S @NYSE NAT E .G O V

DISTRICT OFFICE
5550 MERRICK ROAD, SUITE 205
MASSAPEQUA , NEW YORK 11758

TEL: (516) 882-0630 FAX: (516) 882-0636

SENATOR

JOHN E. BROOKS

ARNOLD W. DRUCKER
NASSAU  COUNTY LEGISLATOR, 16TH DISTRICT

M EM BER:

HEALTH AND SOCIAL  SERVICES

PUBLIC WORKS

GOVERNM ENT SERVICES &

OPERATIONS

RANKING:

PLANNING, DEVELOPM ENT &

ENVIRONM ENT

NASSAU COUNTY
LEGISLATURE

1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE
MINEOLA , NY 11501

(516) 571-6216
FAX: (5160 571-6287

E-MAIL: adrucker@nassaucountyny.gov

Learn what is happening at the National, State 
and County levels of  the League by going to

their websites. They are all listed below.

           



In the March issue of the VOTER, we mourned the loss of three of our long time members who were not only 

active in our League, but also exceptional women of their time. Below is just a little bit of information on each, 

as promised in the last issue. Special thanks to the members of their families who provided most of the information. 

Eleanor Kolchin 
Ellie graduated from Brooklyn College in 1947 with a 

Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics. She taught high school 

math for  a while, then was hired by IBM and became the 

tabulating supervisor of the computing staff at IBM’s 

Watson Scientific Computing Laboratory at Columbia 

University, where she also took courses toward her 

Master’s degree. One of Ellie’s first assignments was to 

compute the orbits of asteroids.  

After Ellie left IBM to raise a family, she worked for Dr. 

Louis Green of Haverford College for many years solving 

differential equations and doing Fortran programming. She 

used Dr. Green’s computing time on the powerful CDC 

computer at NYU, and was subsequently hired part time           

by NYU. Among her many jobs was one as a consultant to 

researchers using Fortran programs and developing web pages 

for various NYU projects. She retired from NYU in 2006. 

During much of the time that Ellie worked at NYU, she  

was an active member of the League of Women Voters             

of Hempstead East (now LWV of East Nassau) where           

she worked with and became a friend of many. When she 

moved to Florida, she continued to use her computer skills, 

maintaining a website and  database for over 1,000 people 

at her country club. Though Ellie was no longer a member 

of our League, some members visited her in Florida, and 

maintained contact via email and Facebook.  

Lorraine Newman 
After graduating from Queens College, Lorraine Newman 

worked with children at a Settlement House on the Lower 

East Side. She met her husband Leon while in college, 

married and made a home in East Meadow with her two 

small children, then went to Hofstra for her MS in Education. 

  Lorraine worked at Seamans Neck Elementary School           

in Levittown, teaching primary and intermediate students. 

She worked with special education students and began an 

outdoor education program for the entire 6th grade class, 

taking them to an upstate camp to practice what they 

learned. After retiring from the Levittown school district, 

 
Lorraine worked as a supervisor of student teachers for 

Dowling College. 

 

She traveled extensively with her husband Leon to China and 

the Soviet Union (shortly after Nixon reinstated trade). They 

saw the pyramids, rode camels, boated on canals, saw the 

bush in Australia, cruised New Zealand, and made many 

European and North American trips. 
 

An avid reader and learner, Lorraine participated in 

discussion and film groups. She was a member of multiple 

book clubs, the Meadowbrook Womens' Initiative and Hazak. 
 

As someone who believed in 'giving back', Lorraine took              

on leadership roles in the League of Women Voters, was 

involved in politics and volunteered for Planned 

Parenthood. She will be fondly remembered as someone  

who loved her family, viewed life with enthusiasm and 

believed in public service. 

 

Barbara Sullivan-Parry  

After attending St. John's University for two years, Barbara  

married William H. Parry, Esq., who predeceased her.  She is 

survived by her children, Barbara, Bill, Marian, and Regina; 

her grandchildren, Alex, Angela, Julia, Maria, and Tom; her 

sister-in-law, Sr. Mary Parry; and her nieces and nephew, 

Katherine, Camille and Tom. 
 

While raising her family, Barbara went back to college and 

finished her B.A. She furthered her education with a J.D. at 

St. John's University School of Law and practiced banking 

law at Credit Lyonnais. A woman ahead of her time, she 

studied for her JD when her children were young, and was 

fortunate that her husband took a great deal of responsibility 

for raising the children while she was in law school. After 

retiring from her law career, she worked as a mediator. 
 

Apart from her dedication to family and career, Barbara             

was a passionate progressive activist, volunteering her time 

to League, Water for Long Island, the New York Democratic 

Lawyers Council and the North Town of Oyster Bay 

Democratic Club. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Because of Her Story 

“Votes for Women: A Portrait of Persistence” is part of the Smithsonian American Women’s 

History Initiative, “Because of Her Story.” The initiative is one of the country’s most ambitious 

undertakings to research, collect, document display and share the compelling story of women. It will 

deepen our understanding of women’s contributions to the nation and the world. More information 

about the initiative is available at womenshistory.si.edu. 
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Making Democracy Work:  

Act Now to Protect LI’s Ocean Waters 
by Nancy Marr(LWV Suffolk County) 

 

The Federal Government is developing a five-year plan to lease ocean lands in federal offshore areas all along our 

shorelines, including two leases on the North Atlantic region of the Outer Continental Shelf to companies that would 

drill for gas and oil.  (Each state along the Atlantic coast owns the waters three nautical miles from the shore at mean 

low tide; they have jurisdiction to decide whether or not to lease their territory for oil and gas.)  
 

The U.S. Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has been considering the 

many possible effects of off-shore drilling compared with the estimated potential of the gas and oil drilling.  

Research by BOEM will consider a wide range of issues: physical considerations, biological considerations, social, 

economic and cultural considerations, and alternatives and mitigation measures.  BOEM estimates that, at current 

national consumption rates, the support of undiscovered economically recoverable offshore oil and gas in the 

Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast of Florida would only meet domestic oil demand for two years and gas demand for 

just over one year.   
 

Opposition has been growing.   

 Both Republican and Democratic Governors in every state where offshore drilling doesn’t already exist 

(except Maine) have expressed opposition to opening their coastlines to the oil and gas industry.  In case 

efforts to exempt their states are unsuccessful, lawmakers in California, New York and New Jersey are 

pushing legislation that would make new offshore drilling in federal waters as difficult as possible.  

 Opposition to the plan has been expressed by at least 130 organizations along the Eastern seaboard,  

including groups that support conservation, wildlife, clean water and political action.  

 The risk of oil spills, which could destroy the environment for a wide area, as it has in the Gulf, is a               

major cause of opposition.   

 Seismic air guns that fire intense blasts of compressed air every 10-12 seconds 24 hours a day for months          

on end will disrupt and displace marine life, including whales which rely on sound to find food and mates, 

and many fish and shellfish species, including those of commercial importance.    

 Drilling and processing infrastructure along the shoreline and in nearby areas will limit tourist and 

recreational activities.  

 Tourism, with fishing and other industries that depend on clean, oil-free water and beaches, supports               

nearly 320,000 jobs, which could be lost, with $5.6 billion from the tourism economy of Long Island. 

 The fossil fuel industries create five times fewer jobs than is created by the clean energy sector. 

 This proposal will slow our nation’s progress toward solving the climate change problem. The Fourth 

National Climate Assessment, mandated by Congress and released in November 2018, concluded that                  

coastal communities and the ecosystems that support them are increasingly threatened by the impacts                        

of climate change. 
 

Although opposition was expressed at many public hearings, it is likely that the Interior Department intends to 

carry out its off-shore drilling plan. The League urges towns and villages that will be affected by drilling to pass 

memorializing resolutions to submit to the Department of Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

(BOEM) and their local elected officials.  Riverhead, Southold, Shelter Island and Southampton Towns in 

Suffolk County have already done so.  Write to NYS Governor Andrew Cuomo, U.S. Senators Chuck Schumer 

and Kirsten Gillibrand, your member of Congress, and your New York State Senators and Assemblypersons.  
 

We can protest as individuals. We should also contact our town and village governments to ask them to adopt 

memorializing resolutions in opposition to the drilling in order to protect our oceans, our fishing industry, our 

tourism, and our quality of life. Specific requests for action by many constituents are always more effective with 

elected officials... Act now! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The League of Women Voters of East Nassau 
www.lwvofeastnassau.org, info@lwvofeastnassau.org 

 

Management Team: Barbara Epstein, Barbara Josepher, Norma Schaeffer, Peggy Stein  

Editor: Paula Blum, paulablum@hotmail.com • Circulation: Mary Price • Advertising: Barbara Levine 
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