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NYS ASSEMBLYMAN ENGLEBRIGHT AND THE CLCPA 

   Climate change is adversely affecting economic well-being, public health, natural resources, and 

the environment of New York. New York State Assemblyman Steve Englebright met with us on 

November 18 to explain the bill recently passed to confront the danger of global warming and cli-

mate change.  New York State took an important step in July toward limiting global 

warming when Governor Cuomo signed the Climate Leadership and Community 

Protection Act. This comprehensive bill is the result of many years of planning by 

grassroots organizations with the support Todd Kaminsky, Chair, NY Senate Com-

mittee on Environmental Conservation, Steve Englebright, Chair, NY Assembly 

Committee on Environmental Conservation and Carl Heastie, Speaker of the        

Assembly. It sets critical environmental standards for reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions and for increasing the use of renewables, setting the goal of reducing 

emissions at 85 percent by 2050 and mandating an interim target of a 40-percent 

reduction from 1990 emissions by 2030.  

When the legislators return in January 2020, they will turn to the task of implement-

ing the Act, which will be led by a 22-member Climate Action Council composed 

of the heads of various New York State agencies along with members appointed by 

the Governor, the Senate, and the Assembly. The council will focus on ‘Sectors,’ 

such as Energy, Transportation, and Housing. For example, in the Energy Sector, 

the members will look at renewable energy such as offshore wind and solar. One of 

the things being considered in the Transportation Sector is encouraging electric cars.  

In the Housing sector they will look for substitutes for cement, heating with       

electricity  and better insulation.  

Climate change especially heightens the vulnerability of disadvantaged communi-

ties, which bear environmental and socioeconomic burdens. Poorly insulated 

houses, for instance, have an increased need for energy. A bill to establish a         

Permanent Environmental Justice Advisory Group within the D.E.C. and an        

Environmental Justice Interagency Coordinating Council was passed this year 

(A01564, PeoplesStokes, S02385, Parker) but has not yet been signed by the      

Governor. The Advisory Group requires state agencies to adopt and abide by        

effective environmental justice policies; its members include five members who   

assist minority and low income organization on environmental matters, four       

business representatives and six government officials from environmental organiza-

tions. It prioritizes the allocation of public investments in areas with minority and 

low income residents, helping to make their neighborhoods more livable, especially 

in the areas of jobs and job training in climate change activities. The Coordinating 

Council is comprised of the heads of D.E.C., the Department of Transportation, the 

Power Authority and other agencies that engage in activities that impact the envi-

ronment, or their designees, 

Please voice your opinion to your NYS Senator and Assembly member, urging 

them to support the appointment of members and funding for the Climate Ac-

tion Council.   

Contact Governor Cuomo NOW to urge him to sign bill A01564 establishing 

and funding the Advisory Group:  

http://www.governor.ny.gov/contact or call 518 474-8390.  



Page 3 NEW LEGISLATION ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

By Stephanie Quarles, Smithtown LWV 

The newly passed Polluter Pays Law (A05477C, Gaughran, S03337C, Thiele) will make it easier to 

hold polluters accountable and help prevent the costs of remediation from falling on New York taxpay-

ers.  It changes the statute of limitations to require that elevated levels of dangerous contamination in 

the water supply must be revealed with a three year period.  

Other important bills have passed both the Senate and Assembly but have not been signed by the   

Governor.  Please ask him to sign them before December 31.  Three important ones are: 

To better protect our health and waterways,  the 1, 4-Dioxane Ban  ( A06295A, 

Englebright,  S0438B, Kaminsky)  would prohibit the distribution and sale of household    

cleansing products and personal cosmetic products containing 1, 4 dioxane. The USEPA has 

classified it as likely to be “carcinogenic to humans” and studies show that it causes chronic 

kidney and liver effects and cancer.  Although it is used in health and beauty and home care 

products, it is not listed as an ingredient, making it difficult for consumers to avoid.  Nassau 

and Suffolk water suppliers have reported the highest levels of 1, 4-dioxane contamination      

in the nation with 82 of the 89 LI wells above the threshold of 1 part per billion. 

The PFAS-Free Firefighting Foam bill (A00445A, Steck, S00439A, Hoylman) would ban the 

use, manufacture, sale and distribution of firefighting foam containing perfluroalkyl and     

polyfluoroalkyl substances known as PFAS chemicals.  It aims to eliminate a major source of 

drinking water contamination and encourage alternatives.  PFAS is associated with cancer,   

hormone disruption, liver and kidney damage, developmental and reproductive harm and im-

mune system toxicity’.   The Hampton Bays Fire Department on LI was designated as a    

Superfund site (contamination site) due to groundwater contamination by PFAS. 

In addition, a bill in the Assembly, the Nitrogen Fertilizer Bill (A04568, Englebright, S02130, 

Kaminsky), would require that only low level nitrogen fertilizer be sold in Suffolk and Nassau 

Counties. It also requires that the department of environmental conservation report to the gov-

ernor and legislature regarding expanding the prohibition to other areas of the state. It has not 

been passed by the Senate (and is opposed by the producers of lawn fertilizer.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

SURVEY ON EARLY VOTING IN NEW YORK STATE 

The League of Women Voters applauds the New York State Board of Elections and all 62 county 

boards of elections for their tireless work in making the first year of early voting a success. 

Thank you to the dedicated election commissioners, staff, and volunteers, who worked tire-

lessly to finally bring early voting to New York State, and thank you to the State Legislature 

for finally passing this long overdue election reform. Early voting in 2019 was far from perfect 

but it was a fantastic first run. We are looking forward to seeing improvements in our early vot-

ing operations ahead of the 2020 primaries and general election. The League will continue to 

work to educate voters about the early voting period and we hope to continue to collaborate 

with the Board of Elections and the New York State Legislature on making these necessary 

changes.  

For testimony given to the state on the survey conducted by the League, and the many suggestions 

f or improvement, go to LWVNYS.MyLO. 



 

OUR NEXT BOOK GROUP—THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020 

TRANSACTION MAN BY NICHOLAS LEMANN  

The author has an ability  to reveal society’s undercurrents through smaller stories such as 

standardized testing, selective admissions, etc.. In Transaction Man: The Rise of the Deal and 
the Decline of the American Dream,  he traces dislocations in the political economy to devel-

opments during the New Deal, at Harvard Business School, and on Wall Street. His point of 

departure, in the prologue, is a car dealership. 

A sample: 

ON MAY 15, 2009, FedEx dropped off an ominously slender package from General Motors at 

the parts department at D’Andrea Buick, on the South Side of Chicago.…The parts depart-

ment got the package to Nick D’Andrea, the owner, a strutting bantam rooster with a broad 

chest, a head of curly white hair, and sharp eyes that move around, taking everything in. He 

tore it open and found out that he was out of business. 

What was happening? The world was falling apart.…General Motors…had gone bankrupt. It 

meant that the whole dense, built-up web of arrangements that gave some protection to a 

small one-store auto dealer like Nick was null and void. President Barack Obama had ap-

pointed a “car czar,” a guy from Wall Street…and he had decreed that in exchange for its 

$50 billion in government bailout money, GM, along with Chrysler, which was also bankrupt, 

would have to close more than a thousand dealerships all over the country.…The letter told 

Nick to sell his inventory and close his store in a month. 

._____________________________________________________________ 

 WORKING WITH YOUTH IN 2020 

One of our plans for the New Year is finding ways to engage youth in the electoral process.  Nancy 

Arthur  (631 654-7953 or chilepaz@msn.com) will be reaching out to high schools and other venues  

to find the best way to create programs that can reach students.   

At our Suffolk County LWV luncheon this month we heard Brooke Wallace from Generation Citi-

zen, a group that has been working with high school students to help them learn advocacy skills and 

address problems that face them as students.  Last year the students in her program at Patchogue-

Medford High School accomplished two goals by working with other students and the administra-

tion—they altered the bell schedule to give students more time between classes and found a way to 

reduce the traffic jam leaving the school in the afternoon by creating a new parking lot—with the 

cooperation of the County Department of Transportation, the Town of Brookhaven, and the school 

administration.   

We already involve social students in Students inside Albany and the Day at the Legislature, and we 

could build on these contacts which have successfully reached school faculty.  If you would like to 

know more, or join the committee, please call Nancy.  
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DECEMBER 

MON     DEC 2       MON     DEC 2       Review of positions of LWV-US, 7 pm, at Nancy Marr’s 

SAT       DEC 7       Review of positions of LWV-US,  10 am, at Linda Devin-Sheehan’s 

    Child care and Early Intervention for Children at Risk 

    Housing Supply, Redistricting 

 JANUARY 

MON    JAN 6         LWVB Board Meeting, 10 am, at Carol Manel’s (631—928-5340) 

MON    JAN 13       MEETING ON CURRENT ISSUES IN HEALTH INSURANCE 

   Speaker from Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council, ptba   


