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PRESIDENT’S PAGE—Now that Punxsutaney Phil has promised an early spring, 
it is clear that the winter recess is almost over, and it time to begin our efforts in  
earnest.  The New York State League is preparing new 2020 Voter Guides and 
Early Voting Guides, and the LWV of Suffolk County is updating our Directory of 
Public Officials.  We  are looking for new ideas and strategies for encouraging peo-
ple who are registered to go to the polls and vote. In order to help them decide how 
to vote, we will be holding a candidates meeting for the Democrats who wish to run 
for the US. Congress in November.  We will also be working on Vote411.org.      
Although it was not fully successful in 2019, we are working on publicizing it     
better, and reaching more of the candidates whose information we include. 

At our February 28th meeting at Longwood Library at 1:30 our guests will be          
Senator Monica Martinez, a Democrat, and State Assemblyman Joe DeStefano,    
Republican,  elected in 2018 to represent the 3rd New York State Senate district and 
the 3rd New York State Assembly District, respectively.  We have asked them to 
share their experiences as new legislators and their priorities.   (We will have a 
chance to ask questions about our issues.) 

Because we realize that each year a new group of youth are able to vote, we were 
pleased to attend a meeting at Patchogue-Medford High School to find out more 
about Generation Citizen, a program designed to “boost students civic engagement.”  
The thirty-three students, who had selected the project as part of the social studies 
curriculum’s participation in government, pinpointed problems within the school 
that they wanted to change  They were tasked to do the research about the nature of 
the problem and the possible solutions.  One of the changes was the installation of 
sidewalks in front of the school, correcting a situation that many thought was     
dangerous, especially for students walking to school. They mapped out where the 
sidewalks would go, brought it to the students and staff for their approval and then 
began working on implementing it by talking to the town personnel who would be 
in charge. Councilman Neil Foley, from Brookhaven Town, had been approached 
and, at the meeting we attended,  he pledged that he would work hard to get it         
approved and commended the students for their efforts.  Brooke Wallace,  who 
spoke about it at our county convention, stressed the importance of  helping the stu-
dents learn to work together and compromise if necessary.  If you know of social 
studies teachers or principals of other schools who would be interested in incorpo-
rating it in their social studies curriculum,  contact bwallace@generationcitizen.org. 

 

NEXT BOOK GROUP—MARCH 19, 1 PM AT BETSY GAIDRY’S 

Robin DiAngelo’s WHITE FRAGILITY 

The New York Times best-selling book explores the counterproductive reactions 
white people have when their assumptions about race are challenged, and how these 
reactions maintain racial inequality. In this "vital, necessary, and beautiful 
book" (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist educator Robin DiAngelo deftly illuminates 
the phenomenon of white fragility and "allows us to understand racism as a practice 
not restricted to 'bad people'.”  In this in-depth exploration, DiAngelo examines how 
white fragility develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what we can do to 
engage more constructively. 

 



CAPITOL STEPS 

 

CAPITOL STEPS will be shown at Ward Melville High School (on Old Town Road in East Setauket) on 
March 29 at 7 pm.  The Capitol Steps began as a group of Senate staffers who set out to satirize the very 
people and places that employed them.  From the headlines of the day, they create song paradies and skits 
which convey a special brand of satirical humor.  (“They put the mock in democracy.”) The program is 
sponsored by the North Shore Jewish Center In East Setauket.  Tickets can be purchased for $70 at the 
VIP level or $45 for general admission.  Buy your tickets now by clicking on the following link: Bit.lv/

capstepstickets.  If you have any questions, please call Marcie at 631-928-3737 or email Paul at 
paul.gold@nsjc.org.  

************************************************************************************* 

NEW PROPOSALS TO REFORM HEALTH CARE—AN OVERVIEW 

The Hamptons League, which has been expanded to include Shelter Island and Southold, will be holding a 
meeting to give an overview of the various proposals for improving health care on a national level.  Many 
of the presidential candidates have proposed changes—some radical and some more moderate.  Attend the 
meeting on April 13 to find out more from the Hampton League’s Health Committee.   We will add more 
details as we have them.  

************************************************************************************* 

“STANDING WHERE THEY STOOD” 

 

Raynham Hall Museum is famous as the home of Robert Townsend - Washington's spy - but this new  
program brings to light the history of nineteen African-Americans who were enslaved by the Townsend 
family of Oyster Bay. The presentation will be given at Comsewogue Library, 170 Terryville Road, Port 
Jefferson Station,    February 18. 7 pm., free, open to the public.  
 
An interactive 90-minute program that will reveal true stories of individuals who lived in slavery,           
including the first slave freed on Long Island, the first published black author in America, an enslaved 
woman who escaped with the British, and a regiment of African-Americans who fought alongside Col. 
Simcoe's Queen's Rangers.  Participants examine historical documents, runaway slave ads, notices of 
slaves for sale, and learn about how laws in New York to end slavery impacted the lives of these forgotten 
residents of Oyster Bay. 

************************************************************************************* 

SUFFOLK COUNTY LWV BOARD MEETING 

 

Wednesday, March 18, Riverhead Library, 10 am—our monthly county LWV Board meeting—we will be 
discussing the campaign finance bill submitted by Legislator Trotta to limit donations from corporations 
and unions to county legislators, and  other things.  Meet the other county board members.  

           SOME INTERESTING THINGS TO DO 



THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IN RETROSPECT 

Last month we contacted Stacy Villagren at the Nassau-Suffolk Health Council to ask her to speak about 
health care as it is today, specifically the Affordable Care Act and the various       proposals for Medicare 
Advantage.  We have been looking into the various proposals for reform but wanted to look again at what 
we now have.  Stacy  clearly explained how the A.C.A. was constructed and how it has changed since then.  
She explained the hard process of balancing the interests of individuals., families, businesses, nonprofits, 
healthcare providers, and government, pointing out that any disruption of the design upends the delicate bal-
ance of interest, weakening its effect. 

Its primary goals, when it was passed in 2010, were making insurance affordable, expanding Medicaid to 
138% of the Federal Poverty Level, and supporting innovative methods that lower the cost of healthcare de-
livery. It guaranteed the following benefits: preventive care at no cost, birth  control and counseling at no 
cost, mental health and substance abuse services, the right  to choose one’s own doctor from the plan’s net-
work, keeping young adults on their parents’ health care plan until age 26, no lifetime or yearly limits on 
coverage, no pre-existing condition exclusion,. It is illegal for health insurance companies to cancel cover-
age if a patient becomes sick.  The companies must publicly request and  justify rate hikes, and they must 
spend at least 80 cents of every premium dollar on health care and quality improvement.  In order to make 
the plan financially feasible, all individuals were required to have insurance so that the costs would be cov-
ered by a wide range of users. 

Fourteen states refused to expand their Medicaid program, causing many people to fail to get the coverage 
that would have helped them   In 1917, the individual mandate was repealed and in 2018 limits were placed 
on enrollment and outreach efforts.  “Junk plans” were allowed back into the system.  There are current legal 
challenges.  Once the individual mandate was repealed, a federal district court judge in Texas determined 
that the A.C.A. was unconstitutional because of the mandate repeal. Twenty states and the District of Co-
lumbia filed a petition to the Supreme Court to review the ruling immediately.  The Court can reject the case 
and ask the lower court to reconsider the it,  it can accept the case but not review it swiftly, or accept the 
case and review it expeditiously. If it finds it is unconstitutional, it will wipe away the A.C.A entirely.  (The 
deadline that was set for an expeditious response was Jan 10. It was not met.)  If the Supreme Court finds it 
unconstitutional, 20 million more Americans will become uninsured and lose the popular protections of the 
A.C.A.  

In New York State, the results have been successful.  It established its own state-run exchange called NY 
State of Health, with qualified health plans to choose from and agents to help people apply.  It expanded its 
Medicaid coverage  to those with incomes under the federal poverty level by 138% and allowed childless 
individuals and couples 21 and over to get coverage.  By the end of December 2018,over a million people 
were enrolled in coverage plus two million in Medicaid.  95% of New Yorkers are insured.   

What’s next? If the lower court ruling from Texas is upheld, about 20 millions more Americans will become 
uninsured.  Federal health policies that were introduced to improve health care will end, and protection for 
those with pre-existing conditions will end, as will the coverage of children up to 26. 

We asked about the Medicare Advantage program that is being advertised so much.  Stacy explained that 
these plans are offered by private companies.  They do offer a greater amount of coverage for more prob-
lems, including dental, eye care, ear care and healthy things like silver sneakers. But they can limit usage to 
providers in in-network systems that might not offer doctors or hospitals or specialists that are needed or 
preferred. 



 

MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK —SHE TOOK ACTION TO ENSURE THE VOTE  

WILL YOU? 

 
Published January 30, 2020 in TimesBeaconRecord newspapers: The Village Times Herald, The Port Times Record, The Village Beacon Record, The 
Times of Middle County, The Times of Smithtown and The Times of Huntington-Northport as the monthly League of Women Voters of Suffolk County 
column in their Arts & Lifestyles section. 

 

   The new year brought the optimism of lengthening days, even as the undeniable effects of climate change 

frighten and yet drive the desire to “do something.” Nationally, January brought the commemoration of Dr. 

King, stopping us to think about his legacy; inspiring yet so unfulfilled more than fifty years after his death. 

The legions of civil rights workers, volunteers, freedom riders, protesters, and women and men of all faiths, 

colors and origins knew that past and present wrongs could be exposed through demonstrations and civil dis-

obedience, and then made right by law. And 100 years ago, after many decades of struggle, women finally 

won the right to vote in the 19th amendment to the Constitution. Yet the United States was born out of com-

promise and states’ rights, leading to today’s patterns, in many states, of voter suppression eroding the democ-

racy we had strengthened for nearly 250 years. 

  Yes, all women and men 18 and over have the constitutional right to vote. But in practice many eligible indi-

viduals don’t register, or don’t exercise their right to vote, or have that right taken away if they’ve been con-

victed of felonies, or are arbitrarily removed for the voting rolls, or they are gerrymandered to limit the value 

of their vote, etc. Yet voting this year, 2020, is critical; for President, for all members of the House of Repre-

sentatives, and for one-third of Senators. In a polarized and cacophonous political climate, what can be done 

to ensure a fully participatory democracy?  

   Meet Lisa M. La Corte, a resident of Riverhead township, who wanted to honor Dr. King as an icon for civil 

rights and voter engagement, and honor the suffragists and all people who risked and gave all for the right to 

vote in a free election. The League of Women Voters learned about someone who was riding the Patchogue-

Riverhead Suffolk Bus in the afternoons in January, getting passengers to register to vote. We invited her to a 

recent board meeting, and heard her story. Ms. La Corte boarded the bus at the beginning of its weekday route, 

introduced herself to the driver, and when everyone had boarded she stood at the front and made a public an-

nouncement, introducing herself. She said she was there to help register voters and hear riders’ concerns of 

poor transportation for underserved communities as well as other issues. She stressed the importance of the 

passengers’ having their voices heard through the vote. She then walked from the front to the back asking each 

person individually if they were registered and if not (but eligible) she would register them then and 

there.Most passengers are shy or skeptical but Ms. La Corte perseveres. When speaking with riders who do 

not want to register, she reminds them that is “what they want for you to not do is vote" and that by staying 

out of the democratic process elected officials can ignore or minimize their needs and concerns. Their voices 

are not heard and their community exerts no pressure for change.  

  The challenge for someone working with communities of color, in her view, is that black and brown people 

have no trust in any level of government or the process in general because they have been left behind so many 

fractured communities are separated by a chasm of real-life experiences; why should they participate in a sys-



        Making Democracy Work—continued from page 6 

times. Poor people feel that they don’t count no matter what they do, resulting in a sense of hopelessness. Our 

fractured communities are separated by a chasm of real-life experiences; why should they participate in a sys-

tem that ignores or mistreats them?  Why is authority not being held accountable?  Why are black and brown 

people incarcerated on a hugely disproportionate basis, breaking up families and communities? 

  Ms. LaCorte engages with all riders, whether or not they register to vote.  She listens to their stories and 

challenges and hopes to build trust and commitment to the vote.  As she said to the League, “I would love a 

movement that would transcend what I could ever imagine.  I am but one person with ideas that hopes to in-

spire others.  Like James Baldwin said, “Not everything that is faced can be changed but nothing can be 

changed until it is faced.”. 

  What are you doing to ensure access to the vote for all our fellow citizens, educate them on the issues, ad re-

establish trust in our civic institutional and government?  

          By Lisa Scott 

************************************************************************** 

  TRAINING WORKSHOPS BY NEW YORK STATE LWV 

The League of Women Voters of NYS invites all members to come to training workshops being held on Sat-

urdays from 9:30-3:00 on March 7, $35. All members are invited to attend any or all of the workshops. All 

local League board members are strongly encouraged to attend at least part of the day. Lunch will be pro-

vided and will allow for informal networking among the attendees.  It will be held at 4 W 43 Street. 

Topics will be Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Beyond Just Race—How do we include more? 

                       After Parkland: How to keep the youth engaged? 

            Get Everyone Counted and represented fairly? 

           Attracting and engaging your community with the League 

REGISTER ONLINE AT: https://secure.lglforms.com.form_engine/s/HOhqCqnO8wQHzms7-w8Kg  

OR CALL THE LEAGUE OFFICE AT 518-465-4162. 

If you plan to attend and want to go on the train with  other Brookhaven League members, call me at 631 730

-6556, or email me at enpymarr@optonline.net—Nancy 

*************************************************************************************** 

STUDENTS INSIDE ALBANY 

The annual conference for students will be held from May 17-20.  It brings together high school students 

from across the state to learn about New York State government and the process by which citizens can      

participate in the policy making arena.  We have sent information to many of the school districts in Brook-

haven, and will select two from the applications we receive.  (The League pays all the expenses).  

Would you like to help to choose the students? Call me at 631 730-6556.  
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FEBRUARY 

Monday          Feb 28     MEET OUR LEGISLATORS, 1:30 at Longwood Library, 

                                            800 Middle Country Road, Middle Island 

Wednesday     Feb 19     Suffolk County LWV Board Meeting, Riverhead Library, 10 am 

 

MARCH 

Monday          March 2   LWV Brookhaven Board meeting, 10 am, Marilyn Beard’s 

Saturday         March 7   LWV NYS Regional Training, NYC, 9:30 to 3:00    

Monday          March 16     GENERAL MEETING—TO BE ANNOUNCED —- 1:30 pm 

Wednesday     March 18    Suffolk County LWV Board Meeting, Riverhead Library, 10 am 

Thursday        March 19    Book Group at Betsy’s, 1 pm 
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