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PRESIDENT’S PAGE   

The year 1919 was busy.   We saw good changes in state election law, but we must 
make sure that they are all implemented and funded adequately.  We will monitor 
the regulations guiding early voting, pre-registration of 16 and 17 year olds and    
closure of the LLC loophole.  We will continue our support for the two changes that 
require constitutional amendments which must pass in two legislative sessions—no 
excuse absentee ballots and same day voter registration. We will continue to fight to 
restore voting rights for people on parole.    
We lived through the fourth impeachment in US history, but have not seen the end 
of it, and we have endured the harshness of the political divide.   
Violence and gun attacks hit new highs, reminding us that we haven’t succeeded in 
addressing it.  And we watch as controversies around the world swell. However, it is 
our strength that we can hope that the New Year will bring  health, happiness, and 
peace to our friends, and grant whatever wishes they may have. 

As the 2020 election comes closer, organizations are working harder to assure a fair 
election.  The National LWV has launched a new campaign to bring fair electoral 
maps to all 50 states and the District of Columbia. In October, National invited 
League leaders from across the country to attend a two-day workshop on their new 
People Powered Fair Maps campaign. Jennifer attended on behalf of LWNYS. Na-
tional has given a grant to launch a statewide campaign to monitor then first inde-
pendent redistricting commission and ensure transparency and accountability 
throughout the process. 

 The New York State Constitution was amended in 2014 to replace the legislature-
controlled New York State Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportion-
ment (LATFOR) as the entity responsible for drawing new state legislative and con-
gressional lines. The constitution now designates an Independent Redistricting 
Commission to conduct redistricting and reapportionment after the completion of 
the census count. The state constitution includes the following mandates regarding 
the Independent Redistricting Commission: The 10-member commission must be 
appointed on or before February 2020 (2 members appointed by the temporary 
president of the senate, 2 members appointed by the speaker of assembly, 2 mem-
bers appointed by the minority leader of the senate, 2 members appointed by the  
minority leader of assembly. and 2 members appointed by the 8 members who were 
appointed by a vote of no less than 4 members. These members must not be enrolled 
in either of the two political major parties. Members shall represent the diversity of 
residents of this state with regard to race, ethnicity, gender, language, and geo-
graphic reference. We shall be getting in touch with our state legislators to state our 
support for the independent commission.   

In 2012 the Suffolk County Legislature passed a resolution to create  an independent 
redistricting  commission to redraw any district lines that had changed as a result of 
the 2010 Census.  Kathryn Hoak,  representing the League, worked closely with 
County Executive Levy and his staff to draw up the resolution.  The commission 
was appointed (with Nancy Marr as chairman) but never had the full complement of 
members, lacking two representatives appointed by the Republican legislators.  In 
the end, the legislature passed a plan drawn up by the legislators with some district 
changes, but not many   
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          REMEMBERING SUE KINSEY 

We will fondly remember Sue Kinsey, a long time League member, for her hospitality and spirit.  At 
board meetings at her house she always set the table with delicious treats and made sure   everyone 
was comfortable. She helped with carpools (increasingly necessary as members grow older), and was 
an active participant in our programs.   Having grown up in Iowa, she added interesting and important 
information at our study group when we discussed agriculture and sustainability.  She joined our Board 
of Directors in 2011, was Corresponding Secretary until 2017 and became Treasurer in 2017. She was 
a Certified Dietician, and worked eighteen years for the WIC  program in various parts of Suffolk 
County.  She hosted a bridge group and a  marjang group at her house regularly and was a frequent 
traveler, most recently to South America.  Sue died  on December 7 at Peconic  Hospital, as a result of 
an embolism after surgery. We will miss her.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

WHAT IS OUR HEALTH CARE SYSTEM REALLY LIKE? 

Stacy Villagren, Senior Director of Health Insurance Programs at the Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council 
will speak to us on Monday, January 13, at 1 pm at the Sachem Library. Planning the meeting, we   
realized that although we have been interested, and in some cases, in favor of, change to a single-payer 
system, we don’t really know how the existing system in working.  We get ads and phone calls about 
changing from Medicare to Medicare Advantage, which offers many good benefits that are not avail-
able elsewhere and will not cost the insured any more.  How can Medicare be paying for eye care, den-
tal care, and long term care without going bankrupt?  We know that many people have health insur-
ance but are paying high co-pays.  We hear about people who realistically are uninsured because high, 
or any size, deductibles mean they are not covered.  We hear that funding for Medicare and Medicaid 
might be cut back.  Who will be the providers who will get less money? How many Americans are still 
covered by their employers, and what proportion of them are paying part of the premium themselves? 
The exchanges were not working in some states because there were too few providers willing to be on 
the list.  Is that still the case?  How many states have Expanded Medicaid?  Does New York State? 
Who is eligible in New York State? How are the supplementary policies working?  

 Yes, a lot of questions, and we look forward to finding out more.  Stacy will bring a power 
point program to explain the basics, and will be able to answer questions.  Plan to come, and bring a 
friend.  (Many people may have questions about their own situation.  We hope you will be able to 
reach out to her individually to get answers. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

SUFFOLK COUNTY CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD MOVING ON 

The county legislative committee established to set up the campaign finance board for county         
candidates has scheduled its first meeting, and funding for its director has been passed by the legisla-
ture.  The committee has three members, Lisa Scott, president of the Suffolk County LWV, has agreed 
to serve, and two other members (of different parties) have been appointed.  The resolution to establish 
campaign financing was passed two years ago, and will make it possible to assist candidates for county 
legislative officers with matches of donations of limited size. It is hoped that will encourage new     
candidates to run, especially those with limited resources.  The program in New York City is working 
well, and is the model for this one, as introduced by Legislator Rob Calarco.  ,   

 



YOUTH AND CIVICS EDUCATION 

By Crystal Joseph, LWVNYS Youth Advisor 

Through the concepts of action civics, policy and advocacy young people across New York City are finding 

meaningful ways to passionately discuss matters that are of interest to them. The League was invited by 

GENERATION CITIZEN to participate in a science-fair styled presentation of high school youth civic pro-

jects. As a community advisor, I was briefed on policy issues like why ‘stop and frisk’ and curbing gun vio-

lence matters.  Each student presenter had to convince their audience on why his justice issue was important. 

The students then guided visitors through a process of root causes to the problem, who is targeted, why the 

cause matters to them and then presented possible ways to come to a solution.  The policy project taught stu-

dents to be advocates, work as a team and listen to their peers for ways to mediate and come to reasonable 

solutions. For example, in one group’s presentation on reducing gun violence, the Bronx students polled their 

high school grade and asked how ‘stop and frisk’ impacts their lives. While about forty-five percent of the 

students agreed that ‘stop and frisk’ keeps people safe over sixty percent of those students also agreed that 

the policy is a form a racial injustice. As the students looked to come to a resolution they made it clear that 

students want to feel safe in their communities but they also don’t want to live in fear.  

Generation Citizen has invited us to a civics meeting like the one described above.  It will be held from 9 to 

11 on January 17 at Patchogue-Medford High School, on South Ocean Avenue in Patchogue.  Students in the    

district worked with Generation Citizen last year, and had some amazing results.  If you plan to attend, email 

Brooke Wallace to reserve a place (bwallace@generationcitizen.org). 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEXT BOOK GROUP—THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020  1 PM 

TRANSACTION MAN:THE RISE OF THE DEAL 

 AND THE DECLINE OF THE AMERICAN DREAM BY NICHOLAS LEMANN  

The author traces dislocations in the political economy to developments during the New Deal, at 
Harvard Business School, and on Wall Street. He develops his ideas through smaller stories such as 
standardized testing, selective admissions, etc.  Call Betsy Gaidry, 631 846-1778 for directions.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

CITIZENS UNITED 

On the federal effort to amend the Constitution to overturn Citizens United, Rita Edwards and the 

Brookhaven Move-to-Amend Committee plan to attend the January 16 meeting of the Brookhaven 

Town Board at 5:30 to  speak and alert them again to the fact that the proposed We The People 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution is getting strong support in both houses of Congress.  Aware-
ness is  growing that so much unregulated money in politics is dangerous for our Democracy. Call 
Rita at 802-373-4157 if you wish to go in support of the committee.   
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APRIL 1, 2020 IS CENSUS DAY! 

 
The U.S. Census, required every 10 years under the U.S. Constitution, will begin on April 1, 2020.  
The purpose of the Census is to count every resident of the country, regardless of citizenship status. 

 

Why is the Census count important? 
Census data determines how many of the 435 Congressional seats every state gets-- the states use 

population counts to draw district lines. In addition, census data helps local and state governments plan 
for transportation, school, and emergency and social services needs in their communities. Furthermore, 
census data determines how much of the $880 billion in federal funding is allocated for programs such 
as Head Start, Medicare and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Pell grants for college, 
reduced-price school lunch programs, and highway spending. Businesses also rely on census data in 
their decision-making to decide, among other things, where to start or expand operations and what 

products and services to offer in various locations.   
 

What is new with the the 2020 Census? 
For the first time, most households will be invited to respond to the Census online . Although all 
households will have the option of responding online, by phone, or by mail with a paper census     

questionnaire, most households will initially receive a letter asking them to go online to complete the 
census questionnaire or to respond by phone. Paper census questionnaires will not be mailed to most 

households unless these households have not responded otherwise. 
 

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/factsheets/2019/dec/how-census-invites-
everyone.pdf 

 

Are there concerns about undercounting? 
In the last census, households in certain areas of Long Island did not complete census questionnaires, 
which resulted in certain communities not getting their fair share of federal funding. The attempt to 
include a citizenship question in the census may dissuade certain immigrant groups from participat-
ing. *Please note, there is no citizenship question on the 2020 Census. In addition, local and state 

governmental officials believe that the move to digital census reporting may negatively impact census 
participation among the poor and the elderly populations. As a result of these concerns, communities 
are creating  Complete Count Committee for Census 2020 to help develop strategies for an accurate 

census count and to encourage every County resident to participate in the census. Similarly, state law-
makers have allocated $20 million for local governments to use in their efforts to make sure every New 
York resident is counted. Suffolk County government has  a website and staff to help communities cre-
ate committees, and many local communities have already formed them.  Jose Hernandez, Patchogue-

Medford Library, is the leader of the committee in Patchogue, and John Rogers, Greater Bellport    
Coalition, in Bellport. Do you know of others? Join if you would like to help the count.  

 

For further information about the census, go to https://2020census.gov/en.html 
 

 



STUDENTS INSIDE ALBANY CONFERENCE 

We will be mailing invitations to the high schools in Brookhaven that they may share with students 
they wish to recommend for the four-day conference in Albany from May 17 to May 20.  This Con-
ference is an intensive nonpartisan training experience, designed to immerse students in the process 
by which public policy is proposed, enacted and changed in New York State and educate them as to 
how they can influence and affect this process. Albany insiders discuss the operations of New York 
State government including how policy is shaped and enacted. Additionally, students are afforded the 
opportunity to observe Assembly and Senate sessions and to shadow both their Assembly members 
and Senators. 

If you know of a student who wishes to apply, let me know and I will send an application.  Our             
committee will select the students who will attend based on their application and a short essay that 
they will write. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEETING ON LWV-US ISSUES 

Each year we schedule a meeting to review some of the support positions adopted by the national or 
state league through study and consensus. This gives us the opportunity to learn more about them and 
decide whether we think they should be kept as they are, or should be modified or updated, or 
dropped.  This year, prior to the National LWVUS convention this summer, we selected for discus-
sion the national positions for  Child Care and Early Intervention for Children at Risk, Housing Sup-
ply, and Redistricting.   

On December 3, a small group met at Nancy Marr’s and decided that, because the position on child 
care was decided years ago (in 1988), it should be updated to respond to changes in funding and need.  
On December 8th, eleven LWVB members who gathered at Linda Devin-Sheehan’s house  expressed 
deep concern about the impact on children’s nutrition of proposed cutbacks to the SNAP program and 
recommended that the LWV support legislation regarding  Universal Feeding of Children for K-12 as 
well as opposing the cutbacks.  They also proposed two changes to the LWV-US position on child 
care: (1) to expand on the expressed purpose of early child care and education and (2) to recognize 
that child-care programs are a key supportive service for all families, not just poor families.  Regard-
ing housing, there was consensus that so-called  “affordable housing” often is not truly affordable and 
that it would be helpful to have a standardized definition for affordable housing that takes into ac-
count regional differences in the cost of living.   Members also recommended that LWV promote non-
partisan representation on bodies selected to conduct redistricting, acknowledging the difficulty both 
of establishing these bodies and of identifying truly non-partisan individuals to participate on them.  
Those present felt that it was beneficial for LWVB to hold these meetings to review LWV positions 
on issues as it is educational, stimulating and can lead to positive change. 

The conclusions reached by the members at the two meetings will be sent to LWV-US for its consid-
eration. Next year, we will meet to review positions adopted by the LWV-NYS in order to learn more 
about them and determine whether they are still viable, or need to be updated.   

 



 
BLACK HISTORY NIGHT—TN OF BROOKHAVEN BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION 

“African Americans and the Vote.” 
 

The 29th Annual Black History Month Celebration will be held Friday, February 7,                      
from 6 to 9 pm at Brookhaven Town Hall, 1 Independence Hill, Farmingville   

 
  Attendance is free and includes presentations, music and a cultural food tasting. 

 
RSVP: Call 631-451-6963 or email jlmartin@brookhavenny.gov  

 
if you would like to learn more go to the Town of Brookhaven Black History Commission page.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

            
TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN BLACK HISTORY NIGHT 

"A Day of Service Luncheon." 
Mpnday, January 20,  

 Mill Pond Country Club 300 Mill Road, Medford 
Hosted by Councilwoman Valerie Cartright 

Adults $20, Children $5.     
Confidential funds available.  

Contact Councilwoman Cartright's Office if you would like to learn more                                
about this event at 631-451-6963 or order tickets online.  

_________________________________________________________________ 

TALK ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE 

By Barbara Colay (Suffolk Community College) 

 
Hosted by Tom Hasagawa of the Asian American Culture Society 

at the Huntington Senior Center  
(in the same bldg. as the Cinema Arts Centre, Park Ave, Huntington.) 

January 21, 10:30  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
MARTIN LUTHER KING UNITY FESTIVAL 

A panel discussion featuring Saad Amer from Plus1Vote 

 and Liz Gannon-Graydon from What Better Looks Like 

Co-sponsored by Building Bridges in Brookhaven and the Office of Muticultural Affairs and 
Center for Social Justice at Suffolk Community College. 

January 18, 12-4:30 at Setauket Presbyterian Church, 5 Caroline Avenue, Setauket  



Pa
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 JANUARY 

MON   JAN 6       LWVB Board Meeting, 10 am, at Carol Manel’s (631 928-5340) 

MON               JAN 13       MEETING ON CURRENT ISSUES IN HEALTH INSURANCE, 1 pm, at    
     Sachem Library 

   Speaker: Stacy Villagren, Senior Director of Health Insurance Programs 

               from Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council 

WED  JAN 15     SCLWV Board Meeting, 10 am, at Riverhead Library 

MON               JAN 20     Martin Luther King Day Luncheon, sponsored by Town of Brookhaven 

    Mill Pond Country Club  

FEBRUARY 

MON                FEB 3      LWVB Board Meeting, 10 am, at Marilyn Beard’s (631 803-0223) 

FRI                    FEB 7     Black History Night, sponsored by Tn of Brookhaven Black History Comm. 

    6 to 9 pm, at Brookhaven Town Hall 


