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Sheila Cohen, editor

 VOTER       Winter 2020 
LWV MISSION 
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and 
active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of public policy 
issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

 
 

LWVCC CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday, January 28     Voter Registration, Marathon H.S., 10:45-noon* 
Tuesday, February 4      LWVCC Board Meeting, Cortland Free Library, 4pm 
Friday, February 14  DAY OF ACTION - League’s 100th anniversary. Last day to register 
  or change party to vote in primary 
 
March, TBA   100th Anniversary Celebration of 19th amendment 
Tuesday, March 3  LWVCC Board Meeting, Cortland Free Library, 4pm 
Monday, April 6, Alice A. Walker Award nominations due** 
Tuesday, April 7  LWVCC Board Meeting, Cortland Free Library, 4pm 
Tuesday, May 5  LWVCC Board Meeting, Cortland Free Library, 4pm 
June, TBA  AAUW FORUM: Political Advocacy with a Woman’s Touch  
Tuesday, June 9  LWVCC Annual Membership Meeting and Dinner, 5pm 
 
*VOTER REGISTRATION 
Beginning this month our League is teaming up with the Cortland YWCA to register 16, 17, and 18 
year olds during lunch hours at area high schools throughout the spring.  We are recruiting teams of 
two or three people to help at each school.  To participate, contact Andrea Rankin at 
andrearankin75@outlook.com or 607-753-8510.  
 
 

 

**ALICE A. WALKER AWARD  
Our League is currently accepting nominations for this award up through April 6, 2020. The 
application is on p. 5.    
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LWVCC UPDATE 
 
 
 
Greeting LWVCC Members and Friends,   
 
Happy 2020! 
 
 
2020 will be a very exciting year on the political front and there is much to do. There will be 
many League related events to promote voting and voter education, to build League 
membership, and to collaborate with other organizations.  With your help, we can continue 
valuable work of the League in Cortland County. 
 
 
Here’s what’s underway for 2020: 

• Board meetings February – May are on the first Tuesday of each month in the 
periodical room of the Cortland Free Library at 4:00pm. Members are encouraged to 
attend. The annual meeting is Tuesday, June 9, 2020.  Time and location TBA, 
 

• Currently, we are requesting nominations for the 2020 Alice A. Walker award to be 
presented at our annual membership dinner meeting.  The application is on p. 5. 

 

• Beginning now and through summer and fall 2020, our League will be registering 
voters along with several other organizations.  Starting this month, we will work 
with the YWCA to register high school students.  January 28th, Andrea Rankin has 
arranged to register students at Marathon High School during two lunch periods 
from 10:45am-noon.  I am working with her to arrange voter registration at other 
area high schools.  

 

• On February 14th, we will celebrate the League’s 100th anniversary.   
 

• Week of March 6th, we will celebrate the passage of the 19th amendment (that 
granted women the right to vote) with AAUW and other members of the Women’s 
Coalition.  In June, we are looking forward to AAUW’s forum Political Advocacy 
with a Woman’s Touch.  Details to be announced. 

 

• There are two public forums in the planning stages, one with the new Cortland 
County administrator and another on ESCOs (Energy Service Companies).   

 

• In early fall 2020, we will be organizing and hosting candidate forums. Last year’s 
forums were well attended and well received.  You can help make next fall’s events 
even more successful.   

 
Get active during this exciting election year.   Contact me (scohen3@twcny.rr.com or  
607-756-8191) to join the board and/or Voter Services Committee. We need your help with 
Voter Registration and candidate forums. I look forward to hearing from and working with 
YOU in 2020! 
 
Sheila Cohen, Chair,  
Nominating Committee  
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 LWVNYS Update from Linda Frank 
 
 
2020 New York State League Priorities 
With a new year comes new goals and objectives.  This year the state League will be 
focusing on the following: 

Voting rights  
Redistricting and the census 
Campaign financing  
Court consolidation 

The League has been preparing for the 2020 first session all summer and fall, strategizing 
with our coalition partners, meeting with key legislators and staff, creating comprehensive 
reports on newly implemented policy, and writing letters to legislative leaders highlighting 
our priority legislative reforms for 2020. Visit https://my.lwv.org/new-york-state for more 
information on the above priorities. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NYS Assembly Passes Limited Equal Rights Amendment 
 
The State of Virginia had an incredible victory recently with the passage of a state Equal 
Rights Amendment (ERA) to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex. Here in New York, 
our state Assembly took up legislation to pass our own ERA. This legislation is limited in its 
scope of impact and will only add "sex" to the existing amendment.  
 

The League is advocating for the passage of a stronger amendment that would also 
include ethnicity, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The 
Governor has proposed this amendment as part of his State of the State address and we 
expect to see the legislation as part of his budget proposal. We hope to join Virginia in 
passing this amendment over the next several months. 
 

Donate	to	the	League	of	Women	Voters	Educational	Fund.		Your	tax	deductible	
donation	helps	the	LWVCC	send	students	to	Albany,		

	
Checks	should	be	made	payable	to		
“LWVNYS	Education	Foundation”		

To	ensure	your	contribution	goes	to	our	local	efforts,	write	“Cortland	LWV”	on	the	
bottom	left	and	send	check	to		

Cortland	League	of	Women	Voters		
P.O.	Box	22	

Cortland,	NY	13045	
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 LWVUS Update from Linda Eberly 
 
 
 

• As noted previously, Virginia became the 38th state to ratify the ERA 
on January 15, bringing the support for a constitutional amendment to 
the required three fourths of all states.  Congress now needs to 
remove the former ratification deadline. LWVUS has sent letters and 
is lobbying to remove the deadline, along with other organizations. 
 

• LWVUS Day of Action is February 14th. All states, DC and Hong 
Kong have registered to participate on this day in celebration of the 
League's 100th anniversary.   

 

 
 

Look for information in the next two weeks about how we will 
celebrate the League’s 100th birthday.  

 
• Census Action Kits are available (https://www.lwv.org/league-

management/voting-rights-tools/census-action-kit.) 
 

• LWVUS Convention 2020 is slated for June 25-28 in Washington, DC. 
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NOMINATE A LEADER FOR ALICE A. WALKER AWARD 

 
Nomination form for 2020 – Due Monday, April 6, 2020 

 
The League of Women Voters seeks nominations for its annual Alice A. Walker award to honor a 

member of the Cortland County community whose volunteer leadership demonstrates: 

! a commitment to community service 

! an independent spirit and outlook 

! a clear sense of justice, and 

! an ability to focus on an area of need in the community 

The deadline for receiving nominations is April 6, 2020.  
 
The recipient will be our dinner guest and will receive an award at the League’s annual meeting on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020.   
 

Nomination Form 
 
Candidate’s Name:   
 
Candidate’s Address:  
 
Candidate’s Phone:   
 
Nominator’s Name:   
 
Nominator’s Address:   
 
Nominator’s Phone:  
 
Please describe the candidate's background, current activities, and other pertinent information, as 
well as the reason for your nomination.  Include a statement on how the candidate exemplifies some 
or all of the characteristics mentioned.  Feel free to use additional pages.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email nomination form and candidate description to: lwvcortland@gmail.com 
OR Mail the form and letter to:  LWV Cortland County, P.O. Box 22, Cortland, NY 13045 
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BECOME AN ACTIVE LWVCC MEMBER	
	
Need	to	stretch	your	mind	and	skills	as	well	as	make	a	difference	in	the	community	and	the	world?			
These	are	reasons	to	become	a	member	and	volunteer	with	other	members	of	our	organization.		We	are	

affiliated	with	highly	effective	NYS	and	US	League	organizations	that	support	our	
activities	in	multiple	ways	and	provide	opportunities	for	state	and	national	
involvement.		
	
We	tailor	the	experience	to	your	needs.	 	Below	are	some	ideas	to	help	you	think	
about	the	perfect	role	for	you!		
	
Serve	on	one	or	more	committees.		Check	your	preference:		
	

! Communications	(work	on	the	newsletter	and	website;	publicize	League	activities	and	positions)	

! Membership	and	Fundraising	(keep	our	base	of	support	increasing	and	strong);	

! Voter	Services	(organize	candidate	forums	for	local,	state,	and	national	elections;	plan	voter	registration	
activities;	attend	naturalization	ceremonies);	

! Program	(plan	and	execute	programs	on	local	issues	and	current	priorities	of	the	New	York	State	and	US	
Leagues);	

! Youth	Services	(register	and	educate	new	voters;	identify	outstanding	students	to	participate	in	“Students	
Inside	Albany;”	

! Nominating	(make	sure	we	have	a	dynamic	Board	of	Directors	and	committees,)	and	

! Good	Government	(help	ensure	that	local	government	is	open	and	responsive	to	citizens)	

	
Serve	as	a	member	of	the	Board	of	Directors	or	as	an	officer.		We	are	always	looking	for	new	leadership.	
	

Join	the	League	online:			http://lwvcortland.org/join.html	or	send	form	to	the	address	below.	

MEMBERSHIP	FORM	
	
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Name(s)	of	additional	member(s)	in	household_____________________________________________________	

Address_____________________________________			City______________________________			Zip	Code	____________	

Phone	(home)________________________________			Phone	(work/day)____________________________________	

Cell	phone___________________________						Email	address________________________________________________	

Amount	enclosed	$______________________	$60	one	member;	$90	two	members	of	same	household.	
Students	–	Free;			$15	Friend	–	Local	membership	only	and	receive	LWVCC	newsletter.	
	
Dues	are	not	tax	deductible.	Please	write	your	check	to:	League	of	Women	Voters	of	Cortland	County	
Include	comments	(e.g.	interests,	how	you	heard	about	the	League).		Donations	to	the	LWV	Educational	Fund	are	
tax	deductible.	See	details	on	p.	3	of	this	newsletter.			
	
Please	send	this	page	with	check	to	LWV	of	Cortland	County,	P.O.	Box	22,	Cortland,	NY	13045	
 


