
LEAGUE POSITION AND THE INDIVIDUAL MEMBER 
 

Some League members feel uncomfortable because they do not have all the facts to speak out in 
an all-out action campaign.  These members should be reminded that only the identified League 
spokesperson, usually the president, is responsible for getting the League position to the public.  
League members should be encouraged to express views individually and can share the 
information obtained as a result of the League's study. 
 
The following reminder about consensus and action which was included in the January 1980 
LWVUS Post Board Summary bears repeating:  "We hope that those of you who are steeped in 
the League program process are passing along the tradition:  Once a position is arrived at, that is 
the League position.  The relevant board determines when, where and how to apply the position 
thereafter.  It is the prerogative of a member to take no action or to take contrary action as an 
individual

 

.  A board has the first choice but not the second.  It may decide not to act, and 
communicate its reasons to the responsible board.  It may not decide to 'take consensus' on the 
position or the application, and it may not take contrary action." 

KEEPING RECORDS 
It is very useful to maintain files on individual legislators - their views on League issues, their 
fields of expertise and interest, contacts made, newsletters, etc.  In addition, records should be 
kept of all League action taken, including the following: 

1. Copies of statements, testimony, media releases. 
2. Details about and analysis of campaigns undertaken. 
3. File of officials involved in the issue.  (Who was on your side, who opposed, etc...) 
4. Newspaper accounts, legislative newsletters, reports of interviews and phone contacts, 

letters sent and received. 
5. File of organizations with names, addresses, common goals, dates and topics of any 

speeches by the League at their meetings. 
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