
 

     

 
 

 

 

 

January 28th, 2020 

 

Dear Members of the New York State Legislature, 

 

We write again to urge you to prioritize appointing members to New York State’s first 

Independent Redistricting Commission before the constitutionally mandated deadline.  Article III, Section 

5-b of the New York State Constitution states that “on or before February first of each year ending with a 

zero…an independent redistricting commission shall be established to determine the district lines for 

congressional and state legislative offices.”  

 

Eight-members of the ten-member commission must be appointed by the Senate and Assembly 

legislative leaders.1 The constitution restricts who can be appointed to ensure the independence and 

accountability of the commission. In addition to not being a member of the NYS legislature or US 

Congress, or a state-wide official within the last three years, commissioners must also not be or have been 

a lobbyist, legislative staffer, state officer, political party chairman, or spouse of any statewide, state, or 

Congressional elected official within the last three years. 

 

With careful consideration for these qualifications and the constitutionally mandated calendar of 

commission actions leading up to the release of proposed legislative maps in September of 2021, we urge 

the legislature to select their commission appointments before February 1st. Without timely appointments, 

the Independent Redistricting Commission will experience dysfunction and delays that could result in an 

unfair mapping process.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Suzanne Stassevitch, President 

League of Women Voters, New York State 

                                                           
1 The 8 Commissioners appointed by the legislative leaders appoint the remaining 2 members. 

YEAR MONTH GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 

2020 January 2020-2021 NYS budget proposals  
February Commission Appointed 

 
March - June Census  
December Population Count to President 

2021 January 2021-2022 NYS Budget Proposals  
March  Apportionment Data to States  
April NYS Independent Redistricting Commission; Mapping  
May  Maps must be available 30+ days before first public hearings  
June  Commission Public Hearings: Albany, Buffalo, Syracuse, Rochester, White 

Plains  
July Commission Public Hearings: Bronx, King, New York, Richmond, Queens, 

Nassau, and Suffolk Counties (these are estimated times)  
September Maps available no later than Sept 1-15 

2022 January Must submit plan to legislature by January 1st  


