
 

Independent Redistricting Commission 

Following the 2014 constitutional amendment to Article III, Section 5-b of the New York State 

Constitution, legislative maps will now be drawn by an independent redistricting commission. Although 

the census counts will not be delivered to the states until March of 2021, the state legislature is mandated 

to form the commission by February 1st, 2020. As of February 3rd, 2020, six of the 10 commission 

members had been appointed by the Senate Majority and Minority and Assembly Majority. The 

commission will now begin to plan its actions for the coming reapportionment cycle.  

The League believes that this commission will require funding in order to fulfil its constitutional duty to 

create maps that are fair and unbiased. The commission is constitutionally required to consider the 

following when drafting district lines: 

1. “Whether such lines would result in the denial or abridgement of racial or language minority 

voting rights, and districts shall not be drawn to have the purpose of, nor shall they result in, the 

denial or abridgement of such rights. 

2. Districts shall be drawn so that, based on the totality of the circumstances, racial or minority 

language groups do not have less opportunity to participate in the political process than other 

members of the electorate and to elect representatives of their choice. 

3. To the extent practicable, districts shall contain as nearly as may be an equal number of 

inhabitants. For each district that deviates from this requirement, the commission shall provide a 

specific public explanation as to why such deviation exists. 

4. Each district shall consist of contiguous territory. 

5. Each district shall be as compact in form as practicable. 

6. Districts shall not be drawn to discourage competition or for the purpose of favoring or 

disfavoring incumbents or other particular candidates or political parties. The commission shall 

consider the maintenance of cores of existing districts, of pre-existing political subdivisions, 

including counties, cities, and towns, and of communities of interest. 

7. In drawing senate districts, towns or blocks which, from their location may be included in either 

of two districts, shall be so placed as to make said districts most nearly equal in number of 

inhabitants. The requirements that senate districts not divide counties or towns, as well as the 

'block-on-border' and 'town-on-border' rules, shall remain in effect.” 

For this commission to properly function and adhere to these mandates, it must hire professional staff 

capable of drawing maps and researching relevant statistics within communities, acquire relevant 

computer software for creating maps, and secure locations for 12 public hearings. The League has 

highlighted the following potential cost factors: 

Staffing: The commission will need to hire a minimum of two co-executive directors and two 

assistants to these directors, a legal counsel, demographer, numbers analyst, and experienced map maker.  

Travel: Over the course of the commission’s work they will be required to hold a minimum of 12 

public hearings in Albany, Buffalo, Syracuse, Rochester, White Plains, Bronx County, Kings County, 



New York County, Richmond County, Queens County, Nassau County, and Suffolk County. Travel costs 

will be incurred for all 10 commissioners as well as staff.  

Software: Although the commission will likely be able to use some existing state software, there 

will be additional costs for the creation of a public website for the commission’s work, map making 

programs, and live-streaming of public hearings.  

The commission may rely on the legislature to provide staff services, hardware, software, travel, and 

space rentals.   However, it is to truly be independent it should have the ability to hire its own staff and 

make its own arrangements for public hearings.   

In keeping with the predicted calendar of commission and legislative actions, the League recommends 

that the legislature consider appropriating funds to the redistricting commission so that it can begin its 

work as quickly as possible.  

YEAR MONTH GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 

2020 January 2020-2021 NYS budget proposals 
 

February Commission Appointed 
 

March - June Census 
 

December Population Count to President 

2021 January 2021-2022 NYS Budget Proposals 
 

March  Apportionment Data to States 
 

April NYS Independent Redistricting Commission; Mapping 
 

May  Maps must be available 30+ days before first public hearings 
 

June  Commission Public Hearings: Albany, Buffalo, Syracuse, Rochester, White 

Plains  
July Commission Public Hearings: Bronx, King, New York, Richmond, Queens, 

Nassau, and Suffolk Counties (these are estimated times) 
 

September Maps available no later than Sept 1-15 

2022 January Must submit plan to legislature by January 1st  

 


