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Campaign Finance 

 

Ban Pay to Play 
A.6808 (Galef)/ S.6306 

(Avella) 

 

A.9924 (Buchwald)/ 

S.8039 (Croci) 

 

 

 In 2016, the District Attorney of Southern New York discovered that $800 million in state 

contracts were rigged to benefit campaign contributors to the governor.  

  The general purpose of A.6808/S.6306 is to bar state legislators and state-wide officials from 

allocating state-funding through grants or member items to organization or businesses entities 

where their relatives serve in an official or legal position. This includes relatives serving as an 

unpaid volunteer. 

 This reform would prevent elected officials from unfairly favoring business entities, non-profits, 

and corporations that employ their relatives.  

 The general purpose of A.9924/S.8039 is to ban campaign contributions from a company seeking 

state contracts to office holders with authority over procuring entities during a "restricted vendor 

contribution period." 

 The "restricted vendor contribution period" varies depending on vendors activities but at minimum 

covers from when an RFP is issued to when a contract is awarded when a vendor makes a bid. The 

restricted period lasts six months beyond the award of the contract for the winning vendor. 
 

Close “LLC 

Loophole.”  
A.975A (Simon)/ 

S.27149 (Kavanagh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Limited Liability Loophole is a legal loophole that allows large donors to give millions of 

dollars of campaign contributions through limited liability companies (LLCs).   

 These LLCs do not have to disclose the individual entities or individuals that are part of the LLC. 

 This bill would add Limited Liability Companies to section 14-116 of the election law to make 

them subject to the $5,000 limit on contributions from corporations. 

 The bill would also amend Election Law to require all contributions made to a campaign or 

political committee by a LLC be attributed to each member of the LLC. 
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Ethics 

 

Strict Limits on 

Outside Income 
A.5831 (Santabarbara) 

 

 

 Our part time state legislature allows many members supplement their legislative salary with 

outside income, which can include working for private employers or clients that have business 

before the state or are impacted by legislative actions. 

 Recent scandals in Albany have revealed that members of the legislature, working part time in 

other capacities, have received kickbacks from clients in exchange for pushing desired reforms. 

 Restricting the amount of outside income state legislators can earn is an important step in 

restoring the public trust in their state government. 

 This legislation would cap outside income at 15%. This is the same cap applied to members of 

Congress.  

Create  a 

Database of Deals 
A.8175 (Schimminger) 

 

 This legislation would require the Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC) to create and 

maintain a searchable State subsidy and economic development benefits database on its website.   

 The database would include the name and location of the benefit recipient, the type of benefit 

received, the amount of economic development benefits received for the current reporting year, 

the time span of received economic, development benefits, the total number of employees at all 

sites of a project, the number of jobs a participant is obligated to retain and create during the 

project, a statement of compliance indicating if any other State agency has reduced, cancelled or 

recaptured economic development benefits from a participant. 

 The Database of Deals would make fundamental information about business subsidies known to 

the public and establish a foundation for greater accountability. 
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