
           

 
 

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF: 

A.8175 (Schimminger) 
 

TO: New York State Assembly and Senate 

SUBJECT: An act to amend the New York state urban development corporation act and the 

economic development law, in relation to the creation of a searchable database. 

 

The League of Women Voters supports the above referenced legislation which would require the 

Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC) to create and maintain a searchable State 

subsidy and economic development benefits database on its website.  The database would 

include the name and location of the benefit recipient, the type of benefit received, the amount of 

economic development benefits received for the current reporting year, the time span of received 

economic development benefits, the total number of employees at all sites of a project, the 

number of jobs a participant is obligated to retain and create during the project, a statement of 

compliance indicating if any other State agency has reduced, cancelled or recaptured economic 

development benefits from a participant. 

 

The database would be searchable by individual fields, downloadable in whole or part, include 

contract and award agreements, summarize available economic development benefits and 

provide a data dictionary for field terms. ESDC would be required to certify it has met the 

reporting requirement by providing updates on a quarterly basis to the ESDC Board. 

 

New York State spends over $4 billion annually on economic development benefits and business 

subsidies.  The Empire State Development Corporation alone administers at least 66 different 

programs, and annually gives hundreds of millions in taxpayer money through grants, loans, tax 

credits and other incentives to private companies, nonprofit organizations and other entities 

throughout New York. The Database of Deals would make fundamental information about 

business subsidies known to the public and establish a foundation for greater accountability.  

 

For the above reasons, we urge your support of A.8175 (Schimminger). 


