
Patricia Whitefoot 
Email:  whitefootp@gmail.com  Box 460  White Swan, WA 98952 

February 24, 2020 

Dear Honorable Senator Hunt: 

Subject:  SHB 2575: Support for Redistricting Transparency and Public Access 

As you know, I live on the Yakama Nation Reservation in White Swan and as a voter I want to be assured 
all communities are truly engaged in a fair and open democracy.  Ten years ago, the Commission split 
the Yakama Reservation and Legislative District in half, which resulted in Legislative District 14 and 15.  
Previously, the reservation was whole in LD 15.  Therefore, I’m asking you to support SHB 2575 
concerning transparency and accountability in the Redistricting Commission process.   

This one critical opportunity in SHB 2575 will be a tremendous improvement in the process and it’s 
vital this legislation moves forward.  It will help ensure the following:  1).  Maintain redistricting 

metrics.  This would enable the public to give meaningful input by generating measurements everyone 
can understand. This would allow a public discussion rooted in the same set of facts and a shared 
understanding of the variables between different maps.  2).  Public hearings.  Given the much larger 
geographical size of the 4th and 5th congressional districts, and the impact district lines have on rural 
and tribal communities, it's key to provide multiple opportunities for input.  3). Language access. Our 
state's population has grown and diversified since 2010.  Many Americans for whom English is not their 
first language, but who contribute to the greatness of our state should have an equal chance to share 
their unique and diverse perspectives. 

This is to also support the important collaborative work of the Washington Voting Justice Coalition, the 
Washington Census Alliance, and the League of Women Voters, which represents 93 organizations 
across more than 20 counties in the state.  I appreciate your role in being a long-standing champion for 
the Washington Voting Justice Coalition over the years.  As always, thank you for your leadership. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Whitefoot 
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YOUR
STORY

The “HANDy Guide to Crafting Your Message” is a simple way to remember the essential elements 
of effective testimony. 

1. Introduce yourself. Tell your name, where you live, that you are a constituent. If you are
advocating for an organization, state its name and (briefly) its purpose.

2. What is my issue? State the issue or critical point you want to make. I am here to talk about . . .
Be specific if there is a bill number you are asking the legislator to support, if applicable.

3. Why do you care about this issue? What is your story about the impact of this issue on your life
or on someone you know. 

4. What evidence do you have? What are the facts, the data supporting your position. Giving facts
provides the legislator with reasons why he/she can support the bill.

5. Make the ask. Specifically what do you want your legislator to do? Will he/she co-sponsor the
bill? What will he/she do to bring the bill to a vote?  This is where you get to ask for
accountability from your legislator and determine what  your next steps need to be. 

Finally, thank them for their work and for meeting with you. 
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Quick and Easy Testimony Fill-in 

Thank you for allowing me to speak to you. My name is ____________________________. I 
vote in the ______ District in ________________________(city). 

I would like to draw your attention to the issue of 
__________________________________________________________________________________. 

In my neighborhood,                                                          (tell your story)        
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This effectively means 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Facts, etc. 
1. 

2. 

3. 

The consequence of not fixing this problem include  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

I ask you to 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my request. 

Name ___________________________________Email ________________________________ 
Address ____________________________________  Phone ___________________________ 
City _________________________ WA Zip ____________         Date _____________________ 
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Writing a strong testimony – a quick guide to telling your story 

The basics…who are you? Name, where you live, any affiliation 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why are you here? 
(What made you decide to testify? What put a fire in your belly? What difference do you want to make?) 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the most important thing you want the Commissioners to hear and remember? 
(After you speak, this is the one point you want people to remember about your testimony.) 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What evidence do you have to illustrate your point? (Researched and fact-based, please.) 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have a story that illustrates your point? Can you tell it in 1 minute? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

So what? Why does this matter? What will happen if nothing changes? How will this benefit the community? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Finally, what do you want the Commissioners to do, or consider, or change? What is your ask? 
(Say it clearly as your conclusion, then say thank-you.) 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Our purpose in communicating with you today is to ask for your support for – or NO vote on - (number and 
title of legislation if known OR general topic if no legislation is currently before the legislative body). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

League of Women Voters of Washington 
1511 3rd Ave., Suite 900                      info@lwvwa.org 
Seattle, WA 9101                                http://www.lwvwa.org  
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Facts Box

 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me/us today. If you have any questions or are in need of 
additional information, please feel free to contact me/us at: 

Name       (area code) phone number 
Address       email address 
City, State, Zip Code        date 

 

 

 

Handout 4-8 



s 

Washington State Organization 
P.O. Box 113 
Electric City, WA 99123           http://dkgwa.org 

Delta Kappa Gamma International Society for Key Women Educators is made up of over 65,000 active and 
retired educators in 18 countries. There are approximately 50,000 member in the United States with 
chapters in all 50 states. The mission of DKG is to promote professional and personal growth of women 
educators and excellence in education. DKG was established in 1929. One of its seven stated purposes is 
to “initiate, endorse and support desirable legislation in the interests of education and of women educators.” 

Our purpose in communicating with you today is to ask for your support for legislation and 
budget authorization for the provision of enhanced support to school for mental health services 
and curriculum. 

1. Mental Health concerns are prevalent in schools across the nation. Improving services is not just
a school district or state issue. The need exists for a comprehensive national approach and support
to all schools, irrespective of location, financial status, or achievement rates.

2. Mental health concerns are not restricted to students, though their needs are significant. School- 
       based staff are experiencing trauma, bullying, and work related stresses that require interventions

  and supports at the staff level, as well as for students. 

3. School budgets are already stretched to the breaking point to provide necessary and appropriate
funding for staff salaries, special education services, transportation, and a myriad of other mandates.
Enhanced funding for wrap-around support service staff,  including nurses, counselors, social
workers, and mental health professionals, who support mental, behavioral and physical health and
safety of students and staff is desperately needed, including significant levels of staff training.

4. Mental health needs are new, beyond the current fiscal capacities of schools and, in many cases,
beyond the current training and expertise of school staff. National leadership is needed to correct
this deficiency.

 Fact Box:  Mental Health in the Schools 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me/us today. If you have any questions or are in need of additional 
information, please feel free to contact me/us at: 

Name:   phone: 
Address :   email: 
City/State/Zip     date: 

• Columbine, Sandy Hook, Parkland, and more: there is an average of 1 school shooting
every week. (CDC)

• 1 in 5 students experiences mental health issues during the school years, ages 4 – 18.
(USDHHS)

• Half of all mental health illnesses occur before age 14. (Child Mind Institute)
• Anxiety among students is at the highest recorded levels; suicides are on the rise. (CDC)
• 93% of teachers report increasing stress levels; 46% report high levels of stress daily; 78%

are physically and emotionally exhausted at the end of each day; teachers are experiencing
compassion fatigue, secondary traumatic stress and burnout; 17% leave the profession in
the first five years; 70% of urban teachers leave in the first year. (NEA)
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OF SNOHOMISH COUNTY

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL 
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

YOUR 
VOICE 

MATTERS:

WHY?
• You and/or your organization hold a  
   unique perspective.
• You better inform policy makers and  
   your community.
• You can attract attention to an issue  
   or position.
• You may gain press coverage of the  
   issue.
• You position yourself or your organization  
   as advocates for the issue.

after:

elements of 
civil discourse

• You may need to wait to hear  
   a decision. 
 
• You may ask the clerk how  
   you will be notified of the 
   decision. 

Congratulate 
yourself as you 

have just faced one 
of life’s greatest fears 

and allowed your 
voice

 to matter!  

• Know yourself
• Be respectful
• Pay attention
• Listen well
• Be curious
• Focus on issues
• Examine evidence
• Give evidence
• Be constructive
• Find Common Ground 
 

  www.lwvsnoho.org

OF SNOHOMISH COUNTY

Empowering Voters • Defending Democracy

Developed by:



1 minute = 150 words 
(You may speak more quickly.) 
Prepare several versions. 

Short and shorter! 
Do NOT be surprised by time limits. 

More speakers may mean 
a shorter time limit. 

Usually 2 to 3 minutes, 
up to 5 minutes if you represent 

an organization 

Before the hearing:

PREPARE A 
WRITTEN STATEMENT:

AT THE 
PUBLIC HEARING:

•  Identify yourself –
   Name address, perhaps voting precinct.
•  State your position… Give a one line         
   preview at the beginning … “I support
   or disagree with…”
•  If possible, give the agenda number/name of 
   the issue.
•  Be brief.
•  Be courteous.
•  State your strongest supporting facts and give   
   evidence.
•  Personal stories resonate often better than facts  
   and figures.
•  Frame your position with how it will benefit the   
   community and beyond.
      - What problem will it solve? 
      - What benefit will it create?
•  Address any false information.
•  Restate your position/point.
•  Thank them for considering your view.
•  Send a copy by email and/or regular mail; make  
   extra copies for oral testimony.

1. You will speak in the order in which you have 
     signed up.
2. Strategize on your position for testifying – 
     usually best to be one of the first.
3. You will be recorded. Adjust microphone.
     Identify yourself. 
4. State your position and if possible give the agenda        
     name/number of the issue.
5. Deliver your shortened, prepared speech.
6. If your points have already been made, simply agree    
     with whomever came before and try to use a new  
     twist to restate the position.
7. If you have maps or photos, be certain that these  
     have been submitted ahead of your testimony. 
8. Conclude by restating your position.
9. Thank the Council, Board or Commission for 
     listening.

practice your 
speech:

AT THE HEARING 
IN AUDIENCE:

Listen to others carefully.

Be respectful and do not signal your
 feelings as others testify.

Record any relevant facts. 

Look for the press – if possible 
connect afterward, to see if your 
position made an impact. 

If many are testifying, the Council 
may call for a continuance or reduce 
speaking times. Show patience.

Public Testimony 
is usually 
one way –
 Do NOT 

expect a response.

Determine the purpose and tone of the 
public meeting.

Find out about the requirements for giving 
testimony.

Who else might be expected to 
participate on the issue, for or against? 
Many or few?

Take time to know the name of leader 
(Chair, President, etc.) and how to address 
council or board.


