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CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

Day Time Event Room  

Friday 9:30am-11:00am 
Board Meeting of 205-2017 

LWVNYS Board Board Room One 
 

First Floor 

Friday 11:00am-12:00pm Registration Lobby Ground Floor 

Friday 11:30am-1:00pm Lunch Convention Center A Convention Center 

Friday 7:00pm-9:00pm Registration Lobby Lobby Ground Floor 

Friday 9:00pm-10:00pm The League’s Future Board Room One 
 

First Floor 

Friday 9:00pm-10:00pm 
Increasing Organ Donor 

Registration Board Room Two 
 

First Floor 

Friday 9:00pm-10:00pm 
Turning New Members into 

Leaders Board Room Three 
 

First Floor 

Friday 9:00pm-10:00pm 
Supporting the Constitutional 

Convention Board Room Four 
 

First Floor 

Friday 9:00pm-10:00pm 

Getting Candidates to Forums 
or Debates AND Maintaining 

Control of the Process Cotillion 1 Hall 

 
 

First Floor 

Friday 9:00pm-10:00pm Sales Onondaga E Convention Center 

Friday 9:00pm-11:00pm Hospitality Suite Suite 639 Sixth Floor 

      

 Saturday 8:00am-10:30am Registration CC Bar Convention Center 

 Saturday 8:00am-10:30am Sales Onondaga E Convention Center 

 Saturday 8:00am-10:30am Office Open Onondaga H Convention Center 

 Saturday 8:30am-9:30am 
Celebrate Women’s Suffrage: 
Educate, Events and Visibility Board Room One 

 
First Floor 

 Saturday 8:30am-9:30am Getting Out the Youth Vote Board Room Two 
 

First Floor 

 Saturday 8:30am-9:30am 

Social Media and Apps for 
Engaging New Members and 

the Public Board Room Three 

 
First Floor 

 Saturday 8:30am-9:30am 

Become a Player in Your 
Community: Hot Topics, 

Observer Corps, Collaboration Board Room Four 

 
First Floor 

 Saturday 9:45am-10:00am Coffee Break Convention Center Foyer Convention Center 

 Saturday 10:00am-12:00pm PLENARY SESSION Convention A/B Convention Center 

Saturday 11:30am-12:30pm Registration Open CC Bar Convention Center 

Saturday 12:15pm-1:45pm Lunch and Speaker Convention Center D Convention Center 

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm PLENARY SESSION Convention A/B Convention Center 

Saturday 5:30pm-6:15pm Reception Convention Center C Convention Center 

Saturday 5:30pm-6:30pm Sales Onondaga E Convention Center 

Saturday 6:15pm-8:00pm Dinner and Awards Convention Center D Convention Center 

Saturday 8:00pm-10:00pm Sales Onondaga E Convention Center 
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Saturday 8:00pm-11:00pm Hospitality Suite Suite 639 Sixth Floor 

Saturday 8:00pm-9:00pm  
Proposed 2017-2018 League 

Budget Convention Center A 
 

Convention Center 

Saturday 8:00pm-9:00pm C3-or C4 Should We merge Convention Center B Convention Center 

Saturday 
8:00pm-9:00pm The League’s Future Board Room One 

 
First Floor 

Saturday 
8:00pm-9:00pm Environmental Issues Board Room Two 

 
First Floor 

Saturday 
8:00pm-9:00pm 

Observer Corps-What Does it 
Do? Board Room Three 

 
First Floor 

Saturday 
8:00pm-9:00pm 

Death with Dignity 
Concurrence Proposal Board Room Four 

 
First Floor 

Saturday 

9:00pm-10:00pm 

Events, Parties and Direct Mail-
What’s the Best Way to Raise 

Money Board Room One 

 
First Floor 

Saturday 

9:00pm-10:00pm 

Proposed ByLaw Amendment 
for New Concurrence Process 
& Discussion on League Study 

Process Board Room Two 

 
First Floor 

Saturday 
9:00pm-10:00pm Civic Education and Engagment Board Room Three 

 
First Floor 

  9:00pm-10:00pm 
Supporting the Constitutional 

Convention Board Room Four 

 
First Floor 

     

Sunday 7:30am-8:45pm Breakfast Buffet Convention Center C Convention Center 

Sunday 7:30am-8:45pm Presidents Breakfast Convention Center D Convention Center 

Sunday 7:30am-9:30am Information Desk Open CC Bar Convention Center 

Sunday 7:30am-9:30am Sales Onondaga E Convention Center 

Sunday 7:30am-9:30am Office Open Onondaga H Convention Center 

Sunday 9:00am-12:00pm PLENARY SESSION Convention A/B Convention Center 

Sunday 12:00PM ADJOURNMENT   

Sunday 12:00pm-1:00pm Sales Onondaga E Convention Center 

Sunday 12:30pm-3:00pm 
1st Board Meeting for the 

2017-2019 LWVNYS Board Board Room 4 
 

First Floor 
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The Rest of the Story of the Suffrage Movement 
          

Saturday, June 10  

Holiday Inn Syracuse –Liverpool-Exit 37 
 

 

Presented by 

 Dr. Sally Roesch Wagner 
 

“I am sick of the song of suffrage,” Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote to 

Matilda Joslyn Gage in the 1880s. Gage concurred. These two 

women had begun to think differently than Susan B. Anthony, their 

co-leader of the National Woman Suffrage Association, who 

believed the movement should concentrate on getting women the 

vote. We already have that right, Gage contended. In a system based 

on the consent of the governed, the government just needs to protect our right to exercise 

citizenship, not “give” it to us. 
 

We need to look at the larger issues, Stanton and Gage agreed. Those issues were: creating a 

system of cooperation, not competition; ensuring that every child born was wanted and 

women were the “absolute sovereigns” of their bodies; rebalancing economic disparity while 

gaining equal pay for women and demanding a “true” religion, one that fostered freedom and 

equality for all. 
 

The New York centennial of women’s suffrage in 2017 and the country in 2020 allow us an 

opportunity to celebrate those victories, while looking beyond the vote to dialogue about the 

issues of equality raised by our suffrage foremothers, which continue to cause cultural dissent 

today. 
 

The format of this presentation is informal story-telling followed by engagement with the 

audience designed to draw out their insights, contemporary connections and opinions in a 

safe, respectful environment. 
 

 

 

This program, which is free and open to the public, is made possible through the support of the New York 

Council for the Humanities’ Public Scholars program. 
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INFO SESSIONS AND CAUCUSES 

 
FRIDAY, June 9th  

           9:00pm 

 
 
The League’s Future  
What should the League in the future look like 
– or do? Hear about recent discussion by 
LWVUS and LWVNYS on how the League 
might operate, where it will focus it activities, 
and how it will survive in the next 100 years. 
We need your input, concerns and ideas. 
Dare Thompson, LWVNYS President, and  
Kate Jankowski, LWVNYS Director of 
Development 
 
 
Increasing Organ Donor Registrations 
Want your local League to receive money when 
you register voters? This session will provide an 
overview of the partnership program between 
the League and the NY Alliance for Donation to 
increase organ and tissue donation in New York 
State. Participating local Leagues can receive 
stipends for each voter registration drive, new 
locations and more. See why organ donor 
registration is so important in NYS.  
Melanie Evans, Associate Director, NY Alliance 
for Donation 

 
 

Supporting the Constitutional 
Convention Ballot Proposal  
Discuss the plans to educate the public on the 

constitutional convention ballot proposal. Hear 

how the state League plans to support the 

proposal and what we can do to help the public 

be ready to vote on this ballot proposal in 

November. 

Sally Robinson, LWVNYS VP for Issues and 

Advocacy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Turning New Members Into Leaders 
Did your League attract new members since November? 
Most of us have been scrambling to engage them so they 
don't take their activist spirit elsewhere, but how do we 
create League leaders out of them without dampening 
their spirits?  Have you assessed the many skills and 
insights they might bring to our work and figured out how 
to use these well? Is your board structure and off-board 
committee structure flexible enough for them to fit in 
easily?  Are meetings both productive and energizing - 
maybe even fun?  Do they know how to find the tools they 
need and get the personal support they should have? Does 
the Nominating Committee honestly discuss what board 
service is likely to entail - the good things of course (like 
being in on what's really happening), but also basic best 
practices like reading the newsletters and the minutes, 
responding promptly to emails, attending most if not all 
board meetings, whatever you truly need.  Let's share 
helpful ideas with one another - like a one-day planning 
retreat soon after the annual meeting, a board buddy for 
the new people, a list of expectations that you create 
among yourselves and everyone commits to, etc.- and 
make sure we take advantage of this great League-building 
moment! 
Susan Schwarz, LWV of the Rivertowns 
 
Getting Candidates to Forums or Debates AND 
Maintaining Control of the Process 
All local Leagues are struggling to encourage candidates to 

participate in candidate forums. How is your League 

succeeding in this – or not? And, what guidelines and 

procedures do you have in place to ensure that you have 

control over what is said and taped or recorded at the 

event? Let’s discuss how we can improve this for all local 

Leagues and develop common practices for implementing 

good candidate meetings. 

Judie Gorenstein, LWVNYS VP for Voter Services 
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INFO SESSIONS AND CAUCUSES 

  

SATURDAY, June 10th 
            8:00 p.m. 

 

 
Proposed 2017-18 League Budget  
Ask questions or get clarifications on the proposed 

2017-18 League Budget. 

Nancy Rosenthal, Chair, LWVNYS Budget 

Committee, and Laura Ladd Bierman, LWVNYS 

Executive Director 

 
Death with Dignity Concurrence Proposal  

Discuss more details about the proposed 2017-19 

LWVNYS program and the proposed Death with 

Dignity concurrence.  The full study on death with 

dignity from LWV of UT will be available for 

reviewing. 

Sally Robinson, LWVNYS VP for Issues and 

Advocacy 

 

Environmental Issues  

Discuss the “hot topics” in the field of environmental 

issues. See what the state League is doing and share 

or learn what your local League can do to take action 

on these important issues. Learn more about the 

state’s Be Earthwise campaign. 

Beth Radow, LWVNYS Chair, Energy, Environment 

and Agriculture Committee 

 

The League’s Future  

What should the League in the future look like – or 

do? Hear about recent discussion by LWVUS and 

LWVNYS on what the League might operate, where 

it will focus it activities and how it will survive in the 

next 100 years. We need your input, concerns and 

ideas. 

Dare Thompson, LWVNYS President, and Kate 

Jankowski, LWVNYS Director of Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C3 or C4 – Should We Merge?  

At the national, state and local level, many Leagues 

have been discussing merging or changing their 

501c4 (what all local Leagues currently are in NYS) 

into a 501c3 organization (educational, tax 

deductible, charity organization). What would be the 

benefits, impact and requirements? What is the state 

League’s plans and how does that impact the local 

Leagues.  

Carol Mellor, LWVNYS Board Member 

 

Observer Corps – What Does it Do?  

Learn how your local League can develop an 

Observer Corps to engage new members and 

increase League visibility in public meetings. Share 

what your Observer Corps has accomplished. 

Lisa Scott, LWV of Suffolk County 
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INFO SESSIONS AND CAUCUSES 
  

SATURDAY, June 10th 
            9:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Supporting the Constitutional Convention 
Ballot Proposal  
Discuss the plans to educate the public on the 

constitutional convention ballot proposal. Hear how 

the state League plans to support the proposal and 

what we can do to help the public be ready to vote on 

this ballot proposal in November. 

Dare Thompson, LWVNYS President, and  

Sally Robinson, LWVNYS VP for Issues and 
Advocacy  
 
 
 
 
Proposed Bylaw Amendment for New 
Concurrence Process and Discussion on 
League Study Process 
In this session we will discuss how the League 
develops new positions. 

 Review the proposed amendment’s effect on 
the League’s ability to accept concurrent 
proposals at Convention.  

 Discuss the broader question of how the 

state League reaches its positions and 

conducts studies. 

Carol Mellor, LWVNYS Bylaws Committee;  

Barb Thomas, LWV of Saratoga; and  
Suzanne Stassevitch, LWVNYC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Civic Education and Engagement  
Discuss the state League’s recent collaborations with 

other organizations to design and offer programs in 

the schools and in communities on civics and how to 

become involved in your government. Share what 

your local League is doing on this issue and hear 

about plans for a statewide program. 

Jennifer Wilson, LWVNYS Director of Program and 

Policy, and Judie Gorenstein, LWVNYS VP for 

Voter Services 

 
 

 
 
Events, Parties and Direct Mail – What’s the 
Best Way to Raise Money?  
Share your successes and disappointments on 

fundraising at the local level. Hear what the state 

League has accomplished and/or suggests and how 

that relates to your own fundraising efforts. 

Kate Jankowski, LWVNYS Director of Development 
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

SATURDAY, June 10th 
8:30 am- 9:30 am 

 
 
Celebrate Women’s Suffrage: Education, Events and Visibility! 
See what the state League has organized and share with other local Leagues what your local League has planned 

or would like to plan. Lots of resources and ideas for all – from speakers to books to films and field trips! Hear 

about the upcoming special exhibit at the NYS Museum on the history of women’s suffrage in NYS – and the 

League’s opening reception for this exhibit. This is the year to promote women’s rights.  

Barb Thomas and Joan Johnson, Co-Chairs, LWVNYS History Events Subcommittee  

 

  
Getting Out the Youth Vote  
Hear how Binghamton University registered 2098 voters and helped another 313 fill out absentee ballots and 

resulted in 2619 students voting on-campus alone. Share your successes in getting the younger voters to vote. The 

future of our democracy rests in their hands – let’s get them more involved. 

Judie Gorenstein, LWVNYS VP for Voter Services, and  

Nick Doran, Chair, the Binghamton University Center for Civic Engagement Political Engagement Sub-

Committee   

 
 
Social Media and Apps for Engaging New Members and the Public 
Bring your phone or laptop and learn hands-on how to create, update and teach social media and apps to engage 

new members and the public. Learn about our newest phone app called Voices to encourage quicker action on 

important issues. From advocacy to visibility, this will teach you how to make the League’s voice heard in the 

online world and each member’s voice heard by their public officials. 

Pattie Garrett, LWV of Saratoga, and Jennifer Wilson, LWVNYS Director of Program and Policy 

 

 
Become a Player in Your Community: Hot Topics, Observer Corps, Collaboration 
Are you a go-to "player" in your League's service area? Are your members put on committees, reporters seeking 

your opinion, a recent brave action inspiring social media chatter? Let's share with one another how our 

members and our local Leagues can become more active and visible within our local communities. Learn more 

about successful “hot topics" discussions, "Sips and Civility" happy hours, and other opportunities for activists to 

share views and information. Hear how to organize possibly more introverted members as observers at public 

meetings who then report back and often publish their notes in your newsletter and website. (Guess who reads 

these most faithfully; the legislators!) And find out how networking and collaborating with other organizations 

can strengthen activities, raise your voice, and increase impact.  

Dare Thompson, LWVNYS President; and Lisa Scott, LWV of Smithtown 
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HOSPITALITY/OFFICE/PLENARY/SALES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traveling Exhibition from NYS Museum 

Votes for Women: Celebrating New York’s Suffrage Centennial 
 

The New York State Education Department and the Office of Cultural Education will present a 

large-scale exhibition and companion catalog titled, Votes for Women: Celebrating New 

York’s Suffrage Centennial, at the New York State Museum between November 4, 2017 and 

May 13, 2018. Votes for Women will celebrate the centennial of women’s suffrage in New 

York State and raise public awareness of the struggle for equal rights, from the 1848 Seneca 

Falls Convention through 1917, when New York State granted women the right to vote. The 

exhibition will also address the nationally significant role of New York State leaders in 

women’s rights and the feminist movement through the early 21st century.  

 

At the state League Convention, a six-panel traveling exhibition based on the larger Votes for 

Women exhibition will be on display. Let’s celebrate women’s suffrage in NYS! 
 

 

 

 

PLENARY  
LOCATION: 

Convention A/B 
 
Saturday, June 10 
10:00 am – Noon 

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday, June 11 
9:00 am - Noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HOSPITALITY  
LOCATION: 

Suite 639 

 
Friday, June 9 

9 – 11 pm 
 

Saturday 
8 – 11 pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFICE  
LOCATION AND SALES: 

Onondaga E 
 

Friday, June 9  
9:00 pm–10:00 pm 

 

Saturday, June 10 
8 am – 10:30 am 

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
8:00 pm – 10:00 pm 

 

Sunday, June 11 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

12:00 pm – 1 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



“Failure is Impossible”  Convention Kit 
 

Page | 11 

 

 

PLENARY SESSION AGENDA 

LOCATION:  Convention A/B 

Plenary Session I 

Saturday, June 10
th

, 10:00 am  

 
10:00 am   Call to Order 

Dare Thompson, LWVNYS President 

 

10:05   Welcoming Remarks 

    

10:15    Acknowledgements: 

   Joan Johnson, Volunteer Coordinator, LWV of Syracuse Metro 

LL volunteers/other volunteers:   

    Linda Alerio  

Sandra Bean (LWV of Syracuse Mtro Area) 

Anne Burton ( LWV of Renssealaer County) 

Margrit Diehl (LWV of Syracuse Metro)  

Susan Gowing (LWV of Syracuse Metro) 

Rhonda Hungerford (LWV of Syracuse Metro) 

Sylvia Matousek (LWV of Syracuse Metro 

Karen McBride (LWV of Utica/Rome 

Roberta Millert, (LWV of Syracuse Metro Area) 

Terri Parks (LWV of Buffalo/Niagara 

Lenore Rapalski (LWV of Syracuse Metro)  

Anne Redfern (LWV of Cazenovia) 

Patricia Sibilia ( LWV of Albany County) 

Carole Torok Huxtable (LWV of Utica/Rome) 
 

   Barb Thomas (LWV of Saratoga County) – Volunteer training for plenary sessions 

     

10:30   Introductions:  

   State Board 

    Staff  (Laura Ladd Bierman, Jennifer Wilson, Katrina 

McEwan, Lisa Allendorph and Kate Jankowski) 

   Parliamentarian:  Joan Durant (LWV of Syracuse Metro) 

Elections Committee Chair: Jennifer Mebes Flagg (LWV of New Castle) 

   Minutes Review: Betty Ann King (LWV of the North Country), 

           Suzanne Stassevich (LWV of the City of New York) 

Action Motions Committee: Carol Mellor (LWV of the Hamptons),  

   Lori Robinson (LWV of Buffalo/Niagara), Mary Beilby (LWV of Albany County) 

Credentials Chair: Patricia Garrett (LWV of Saratoga County) 
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10:45   Report of the Credentials Committee 

   Patricia Garrett, Chair (LWV of Saratoga County)  

      

10:50   Adoption of Rules of Convention 

    

10:55   Adoption of the Order of Business 

    

11:00   Greetings by LWVUS Board Member, Maribel Balbin (LWV FL) 

 

11:20   Presentation and Vote on Proposed Bylaws Amendments:  Carol Mellor 

    

11:40 Report of the Nominating Committee: Lisa Scott, Chair, Nominating Committee 

 Nominations from floor Presentation of Proposed Recommended Program 

  

11:50 Announcements  

 

 

 

 

PLENARY SESSION AGENDA 

LOCATION:  Convention A/B 

Plenary Session II 

Saturday, June 10
th

, 2:00 pm  
 

2:00 Report of the Credentials Committee 

 Patricia Garrett, Chair 

 

2:05   Presentation of Proposed Recommended Program 

   Sally Robinson, VP for Issues and Advocacy 

 

2:20   Presentation & Vote for Consideration of Non-Recommended Items  

Sally Robinson, VP for Issues and Advocacy 

 

2:40 Financial Report: Laura Ladd Bierman, Executive Director  

 

3:00   Presentation of Proposed Budget:  Nancy Rosenthal, Chair Budget 

 Committee  

    

3:20   Intent to Propose Action Motions 

    

3:30   Moments in the Sun 

  

4:15    Announcements 
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PLENARY SESSION AGENDA 

LOCATION:  Convention A/B 

Plenary Session III 

Sunday, June 11th, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

9:15    Report of Credentials Committee 

 

9:20   Program discussion and Adoption: 

 Proposed recommended program    

 

 Proposed non-recommended items    

 

9:50   Consideration of Action Motions 

    

10:00   Vote on Bylaws Amendments 

 

10:20   Vote on Proposed Budget 

    

10:50   Election of Officers and Directors 

    

11:00   Gifts to Outgoing Board: Dare Thompson 

 

11:10   Remarks by President: Dare Thompson 

 

Remaining Moments in the Sun 

 

   Directions to the Board 

    

    

ADJOURNMENT 
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PROPOSED CONVENTION RULES 
A motion to adopt these rules will be made shortly after convention opens and a quorum has been declared.  

Amendments to this motion can be made at this time and require a majority vote for adoption.  The rules as a whole 

(either amended or as given below) require a majority vote for adoption.  A 2/3 vote is required to change them after 

they have been adopted. 

 

1. Admission to the convention floor shall be limited to those displaying authorized badges.  Doors are closed 

promptly when each session convenes.  They will be opened periodically.  Doors will be closed during a vote, 

and no one may enter or leave. 

 

2. Seating in the Convention hall shall be divided into two areas:  one for VOTING delegates and one for NON-

VOTING delegates and VISITORS.  All persons in the hall during sessions are requested to sit in their 

designated areas. 

 

3. Announcements from the platform shall be made only by the Chair, the Convention Chair, or a deputy and shall 

relate only to Convention business or the welfare of the delegates.  Notices to be announced must be given to the 

secretary in writing. 

 

4. Delegates - Only delegates and members of the state board who have been assigned credentials by the 

credentials committee may make motions and vote. 

 

5. Alternates shall vote only when taking the place of a regular delegate, wearing a delegate's badge that has been 

assigned by the credentials committee, and sitting in the delegate section. 

 

6. Privileges of the Floor - Delegates, alternates and those designated by the delegate body may speak. 

 

7. Motions shall be made only by accredited delegates and members of the state board of directors.  The mover 

shall obtain a motion form from the Page at a microphone, complete the form, and return it to the Page for 

distribution to the Chair, Parliamentarian, and person operating the viewgraph.  The motions or amendments 

shall include the name and local League of the mover.  There shall be no discussion or action on a motion until a 

copy is in the hands of the Chair.  The Chair may waive this requirement. 

 

8. Debate and discussion shall be limited to those granted the privileges of the floor.  Only those standing at a 

microphone shall be recognized to speak.  The Chair shall designate "pro" and "con" microphones at appropriate 

times and alternately recognize delegates standing at them.  Each speaker shall be limited to two minutes.  This 

time may be extended or shortened by a two-thirds vote of the delegate body.  No one shall speak for a second 

time on a question until all who wish to speak have spoken once.  No one shall speak more than twice on a 

question. 

 

9. Voting - Only accredited delegates and members of the state board shall be entitled to vote.  The Chair, unless 

otherwise directed by the delegate body, will decide which of the following methods of voting shall be 

employed: 

a. *     By Voice                  - Delegates vote by saying aye or nay 

b. *     By Standing                 - Delegates vote by standing 

c. *     By Division of House  - Delegates stand and count off 

d. *     By Written Ballot 

 

Proxy voting is permitted as outlined in the bylaws.  When a vote is in process, the doors to the Convention hall 

shall be closed and no one may enter or leave. 

 

*LWVUS Convention Workbook, June 1996. 
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10. Action Motions -An action motion is a means for the delegate body to speak in concert on a matter of 

importance to the organization.  It proposes action on a legislative or administrative matter at the state level and 

directs the League to take a specific action (e.g., sending a letter to the Governor).  Action motions shall be 

referred to and considered by the action motions committee appointed by the Chair at the opening session. 

 

Action motions must be in writing on forms available at the Convention registration desk.  Motions must be 

completed and turned in at the convention desk by 5:30 pm on Saturday.  In order to be considered, proposers 

must meet to discuss their motions with the committee Saturday evening.  To be recommended by the 

committee, the action motion must be consistent with League positions and must not conflict with ongoing 

advocacy work.  The committee may also consider whether the action will help further an adopted League 

priority and whether the proposed action is likely to have a measurable impact on the outcome of the matter.  

Action motions recommended by the Actions Motion Committee require a majority vote for adoption.  *Action 

motions not recommended by the committee require a two-thirds vote for adoption.  

 

11. Miscellaneous Motions - A speaker may request a Page at a microphone to use a colored card to request a point 

of order, a point of information, a parliamentary inquiry or a question of privilege.   

 

12. Consideration of Non-Recommended Program - Any change in the proposed state program must be presented to 

the Convention as a non-recommended item.  These items must have been submitted by the March deadline.  

They must be moved for consideration immediately after the presentation of recommended state program.  The 

mover may make a statement, limited to five minutes, explaining the reason for asking consideration.  The state 

board shall be allowed five minutes to present its reasons for not recommending the item.  Only questions of 

clarification may be asked.  There shall be no discussion or debate at this time.  After all non-recommended 

items have been offered; votes on consideration on each will be taken in the order in which the items were 

presented to the Convention.  A majority vote is necessary to consider non-recommended items. 

 

13. Adoption of program shall take place at the third convention session.  Recommended items and non-

recommended items voted consideration shall be debated and voted upon in the order in which they were 

presented to the Convention.  A 3/5 vote is required for adoption of a non-recommended item.  A majority vote 

is required for recommended items.  Amendments to wording for editorial purposes, clarification, or emphasis 

may be made at this point but may not change the scope or meaning of the item. 

 

14. A Credentials report shall be given by the credentials committee at the beginning of each session.  The report 

shall include the number of delegates, alternates, and visitors.  The credentials report shall be updated as 

requested by the presiding officer of the Convention or upon motion of the Convention. 

 

15. Elections - The credentials committee shall present a final report to the Convention or the election committee 

before the election procedure begins. 

 

16. Promotional materials may be distributed only by delegates and alternates wearing badges and only before or 

after a session.  Official Convention materials and promotional materials relating to Convention issues may be 

placed on the chairs or tables prior to the beginning of a convention session. 

 

17. Smoking is not permitted in the Convention hall. 

 

18. Rules - After adoption, these rules may be amended or suspended by a two-thirds vote.  Roberts Rules of Order, 

Newly Revised, will govern all matters not covered in the rules or in the bylaws. 

 

19. Minutes - The minutes of the LWVNYS Convention shall be approved by the LWVNYS board of directors 

upon recommendation of a committee appointed to review and correct the minutes. 
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE AT A GLANCE 
      

  MAY YOU MUST BE IS THE  

  INTERRUPT BE MOTION VOTE 

TO DO THIS: YOU SAY THIS: SPEAKER? SECONDED? DEBATABLE? NEEDED 

 

Adjourn the meeting I move that we adjourn   No Yes No  Majority 

 

Recess the meeting I move that we recess  No  Yes No Majority 

until... the meeting until... 

 

Complain about noise, Point of privilege Yes  No No No vote 

room, temperature, etc. 

 

Suspend further             I move we table it  No Yes No Majority 

consideration of 

something 

 

End (or limit or              I move (that) the  No Yes No 2/3 vote 

extend debate)              previous question... 

 

Postpone I move we postpone this No Yes Yes Majority 

consideration of  matter until... 

something 

 

Have something I move we refer this to  No Yes Yes Majority 

studied further      committee. 

 

Amend a motion I move to amend this No Yes Yes Majority 

                                     motion. 

 

Introduce business I move that...  No Yes Yes Majority 

(a primary motion) 

 

Object to procedure Point of order  Yes  No No No vote:  

or to personal affront     chair      

                                                                                                                                                                           decides                   

 

Request information or Point of information Yes No No No vote 

Parliamentary Inquiry 

 

Ask for a rising vote I call for a division of    Yes  No No No vote 

to verify a voice vote  the house. 

 

Ask for a vote count I call for a vote count  Yes  Yes  No  Majority 

to verify a rising vote 

 

Object to considering I object to consideration Yes No No 2/3 vote 

some matter      

 

Take up a matter I move to take from the No Yes No Majority 

previously tabled table... 
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE AT A GLANCE (continued) 
      

  MAY YOU MUST YOU IS THE              

  INTERRUPT BE MOTION VOTE 

TO DO THIS: YOU SAY THIS: SPEAKER? SECONDED? DEBATABLE? NEEDED 

 

 

Reconsider something *I move we reconsider Yes Yes Yes Only  

already disposed of action on                                               Majority if 

                                             original quest.  

                                                 was debatable 

   

Consider something I move we suspend the No Yes No 2/3 vote 

not in scheduled order rules and... 

 

Vote on a ruling by the I appeal the chair's Yes Yes Yes Majority 

the chair decision. 

 

Division of question I move to divide the No Yes No Majority 

(voting separately on question. 

parts) 

 

Consider Seriatim  or  I move we consider No Yes No Majority 

consider by paragraph by paragraph.           

(amend each & then  

vote on the whole) 

 

Withdraw or modify I move the motion be No Yes No Majority 

motion (if unanimous withdrawn (or modified) 

consent refused) 

 

Rescind (repeal) I move to rescind the No Yes  Yes 2/3 vote 

    motion which was  

 adopted... 

 
 

* Must be done by someone who voted on the prevailing side and must be done the same or following day. 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the League of Women Voters of Massachusetts for providing the basis for this memo. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Dare Thompson, President  

 
What a two-year period to be a state president of the League of Women Voters, particularly in New York!  

Not since my first few years in the League, when Nixon was the U.S. president, has there been so much drama 

at the federal level. It led to civic lessons for all and many new LWV members across the state.  As we all 

scrambled to get the new people engaged and active as quickly as possible, we’ve also had the happy task of 

celebrating NY women winning the vote in 1917 and preparing to celebrate centennials of LWVNYS in 2019 

and LWVUS in 2020.  Meanwhile of course the drama at the Capitol continues as more scandals unfold, the 

Legislature does way too little to address them, and the need for reform becomes more glaringly obvious than 

ever.  We live in interesting times that perfectly illustrate the “opportunity” aspect of any crisis. 

 

You can see reports elsewhere for more on our important work at the Capitol and in serving voters 

across the state, but as someone who has spent the last few years of service to the state League working on 

membership and leadership development, I must highlight how much we appreciate the fresh energy and 

passion that the new members bring to us.  My experience has been that the many people who came to our 

local Leagues saying, “I’ve never been involved before. How can I make my voice heard?” are usually not 

only eager to be active, but they came to the League because as a long-lived nonpartisan organization, we are 

known both for our civility and our effectiveness. We give a special welcome to the new members who are 

joining us at this Convention, and we welcome and salute our seasoned members who have done so much to 

engage them.   

 

We need to continue to educate and engage those for whom League work is new, so those of us who 

are long-time members need to watch our League jargon and remember the “transforming journey” that 

LWVUS encourages us to take – a journey that will make the League easier to understand and use and more 

relevant and effective than ever.   

 

And that brings me back to celebrating the suffrage victories.  I am on our own state committee and the 

LWVUS committee, and I am one of the 14 members of the NY Women’s Suffrage Commission headed by 

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul, and as we celebrate the past we all just as enthusiastically look forward to our future. 

This April, just before the Women: Past, Present and Future Conference that SUNY New Paltz and we helped 

organize, LWVUS CEO Wylecia Wiggs Harris spoke to us about this important pivot from past to present 

when she addressed 50 of us at a luncheon at Eleanor Roosevelt’s home, Val-Kill. Change is coming at us 

faster than ever, and while we are inspired by our past and celebrate the new growth in membership, she 

stressed that we must become more flexible and diverse as we aim to be THE organization to which people 

turn for voter education and advocacy. When toasted the whole conference later she reminded us that “We are 

all trailblazers.”  

 

What trails will we blaze at this Convention and in the two years ahead?  Let the conversation begin!  I am so 

glad you are here. 
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VOTER SERVICES REPORT 
Judie Gorenstein, Vice President 

 
Encouraging citizens to be active and informed participants in government is a major mission of the LWV.  

Voter services of the LWVNY works diligently to help our local leagues and MALS achieve this mission.  At 

the 2015 LWVNY convention, we began the conversation on what we can do to engage voters and how to run 

successful debates and forums. It became apparent during the workshops at the 2015 convention, that leagues 

were frustrated by low voter turnout and were looking for help on holding successful candidates’ nights. 

Therefore, in July a brief survey was sent to our leagues and the responses indicated leagues would like a 

teleconference call, which was scheduled on Sept. 28 with a follow up call on Oct. 3.  Prior to the first call, 

leagues were emailed a power point presentation focusing on the role of the moderator.  During both calls, the 

“Empty Chair Policy” a policy with which many leagues struggle was discussed with the strong 

recommendation that “no empty chair” be followed in all debates although it is only mandated for federal 

candidates.  During the second call, the taping and airing of our forums was major discussion.  It was clear 

leagues were struggling with what they could and could not do.  Leagues were encouraged to consult with 

Road to the Voting Booth Part II, contact LWVNYS with any questions or concerns.  

 

During fall of 2015, First Vote was edited and updated.  After the 2015 election, another voter service survey 

was emailed to leagues to find out what leagues had accomplished and what obstacles they faced.  Thirty two 

leagues completed and returned the surveys.  The biggest problems that leagues encountered were with taping 

and airing their candidate events.  Only 2 leagues had had a comprehensive candidate night policy, 17 leagues 

had some policy and were going to work on improving it for 2016, but many did not have any written policy.  

All but one of the leagues held voter registration drives, but none collected information and had follow up 

contact reminding the newly registered   voters to get out and vote.  

    

 We knew that 2016 was going to have additional challenges for our voter service committees throughout the 

state.  There was not only an increased interest and motivation to vote in the presidential primary,but increased 

confusion about our closed primary system and the date one needed to change their party.  Information on the 

dates and explanation was placed on state website as well as in SBR and the State Voter.  Our Voter Guide 

Part I was available earlier than usual.  At each of our four regional training workshops held in the spring of 

2016, we had a workshop on Best Practices for Candidate Nights and another on Getting Out The Vote.  The 

importance of having a comprehensive written candidate night policy was stressed and leagues were provided 

with some and encouraged to edit it for their leagues.  Leagues were encouraged to “think outside of the box” 

to get out the vote.  LWVNYvoterservicegoogle group was begun to continue the conversation, sharing 

concerns as well as accomplishments.   

  

   As anticipated there was a large voter turnout and numerous problems in NY during the April  2016 

presidential primary.  Voters throughout the state called their local leagues reporting problems and feeling 

disenfranchised.  Local leagues were asked to report the problems to the state league to see if they were 

systemic or only occurred in certain reasons.  Our archaic election laws and voters lack of knowledge of dates 

to change party enrollment as well as serious problems added to frustration and disenfranchisement.  Also, the 

ways in which each county handled affidavit ballots differed.  Some gave them to everyone who came to vote, 

where others only gave it to those who appeared qualified.  None the less, there was a large number of voters 

who went to vote on Primary Day who either were not allowed to vote or who voted on affidavit ballots and 

their votes were not counted.  While lobbying for changes to Election Law is something LWVNY continued to 

encourage, educating voters on the existing laws also continued to be needed. LWVNYS also encouraged 

leagues to meet with their local BOEs to discuss problems that occurred and possible ways to alleviate them in 

the future, realizing that turnout in the general presidential election would be high.  
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 With congressional primaries being held in June and NYS primaries held in September, there was an  

opportunity in 2016 for local leagues to hold several candidate forums which many did. This would give us 

greater opportunity to educate the voters and also increase visibility.     With our country being more polarized 

than ever, it was more important than ever that leagues not only be nonpartisan but seen as nonpartisan and 

that our candidate nights run smoothly. LWVNY voter services was a resource for our leagues, offering  

templates for candidate night policy, invitations to the candidates and press releases.  The eight leagues that 

held congressional primary forums did have written policies including videotaping and all were extremely 

successful.  Although there were challenges that leagues faced before and during the events, the leagues stayed 

in control and received accolades from the candidates, press, and attendees.  The local league who sponsored 

these candidate nights were invited to share their experiences on the voter service google group. 

 

   While it was anticipated that voter turnout for general election would be high, turnout for congressional and 

state primaries was predicted to be low. LWVNYS voter services encouraged leagues to share their ideas and 

explore different ways to turn out the vote.  Although LWVUS-LWV of Brookhaven Pilot Project on Voter 

Engagement when voters received phone calls prior to primary day reminding them to vote did not show the 

calls to be effective in increasing turnout, (we believed this to be result of sample size being too small and  

inaccurate phone numbers being given) leagues continued to be encouraged to obtain contact information on 

new voters and remind them to vote. Leagues were given tips to helping people register 

 

1.  When registering to change name or address, even if enrolling in same party, check that party’s 

box.(this had been cause of some problems in presidential primary)  

2.    Any person changing party affiliation would be enrolled in new party in 2017. 

3. Indicating a person’s sex on voter registration from is now optional like phone number and email. 

4.  NEVER give any indication you are supporting or opposing candidate or party when doing voter 

registration. 

 

In order to continue to assist our local leagues, the LWVNY voter service arranged for another teleconference 

on Sept. 7 to once again discuss holding successful voter registration drive and candidate nights while 

maintaining our reputation for being nonpartisan.   Twenty one members participated, sharing concerns and 

ideas.  Members shared places they were holding vr drives.  It was agreed that no one volunteering at a voter 

registration drive be an elected public official affiliated with a political party or a board member or an 

employee of a political party. Some members shared that their leagues were using sign up sheets to get contact 

information so that they could remind voters to turn out on Election Day.  Other leagues were using PSAs 

letters to the editors and  press releases to turn out the vote.   Prior to the phone call, attendees as well as 

presidents and voter service chairs received templates for invitation to candidate nights, press releases and 

policy statements including policy on videotaping.   Attendees were pleased about information they had 

received from LWVNY on candidate nights.  Prior to call, attendees as well as president and voter service 

chairs received templates for invitation to candidate nights, press releases and policy statements including 

policy on videotaping.  During the call, they looked at ways to make their candidate nights  more interesting 

and many learned for the first time how to use the red card for rebuttal. As it was certain there would be more 

questions as they continued planning for their forums, members were once again urged to join the 37 members 

who were already part of the lwvnyvoterservice google group.  

    

Local leagues, MALs and ILOs worked diligently in registering and educating voters throughout the fall as 

well as turning out the vote on Election Day Nov 8th.  In a year when voters were more polarized than ever 

and it was difficult for voters to discern facts from fiction, Vote 411 with its on line voters’ guide and our 

candidates  nights throughout the states gave voters the opportunity to hear from the candidates themselves.  I 
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like to believe we made a difference.  New York is no longer in the  bottom five of states with low  voter 

turnout.  We have moved to number 41!  

 

 

 

 

Leagues were again sent and completed voter service survey following the election.  

 

Voter Registration 

The number of voter registration drives leagues did ranged from 2 to 100.   

The number of voters they registered ranged from 20 to 3000. 

 All but one of the leagues that responded collected completed voter registrations forms and either brought 

them or mailed them to their BOE. 

Three leagues collected contact information during voter registration drives and two followed  up with  

reminders to vote. (This compared to none year before, which is an improvement) 

13 leagues participated in swearing in ceremonies for naturalized citizens. 

 

Voter Guides 

 Most leagues were pleased with this year’s guide.  Four thought it could be improved. 

 Only six leagues published a local voter guide 

 

Vote 411 

7 of the responding leaguers did not participate 

Leagues publicized it on facebook, handouts palm cards, book markers, in their Voters, at their events. 

Biggest problem encountered was getting candidates to participate. 

 

Candidate forums/debates 

Leagues scheduled from 1 to 5 

Only four leagues had to cancel and only one because of empty chair policy when one of two  candidates 

would not attend   

Many leagues cosponsored with other leagues and other organizations. 

Attendance ranged from 12 to 250.  

All leagues had questions from the audience. 

Only three leagues had very small problems. (Based on past years, this year went really well). 

Majority of leagues had their events covered by media.. 

Only two leagues did not have their own written debate policy or guidelines( a vast increase from previous 

years). 

Voter Service Teleconferences:Majority want these calls to continue in 2017 

 

LWVNY Voter Services continues to strive in 2017 to help leagues run successful candidate nights, 

registration drives, and to get out the vote.  Our Road to the Voting Booth has been  a guide for our local 

leagues but over the past two years questions as well as issues have arisen that this manual may have not 

adequately addressed.  Therefore, this summer we will be editing and revising it.  We are looking to members 

for their ideas.   One change that will definitely be made regards debates for primaries.  It now states that 

“Leagues may hold candidate meetings for any party’s primary race and are not required to sponsor a meeting 

for all parties that are primarying a candidate for a particular office” and goes on to say “As long as the 

League follows League procedures, it cannot be construed as partisan.”   With perception now being so 
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important, we have already suggested strongly to leagues who are  preparing for 2017 primary debates that 

they should be offered to the different parties.   

 

As in past years, LWVNY IS encouraging leagues to review their debate policies, updating them when 

needed.  Find out what other leagues are doing to get candidates to participate in their debates.  Share your 

ideas on how to maintain control  pf debates and hear from others.  Attend the June 9th  Voter Service  

workshop at 9p.m. 

 

We are encouraging leagues to not only register voters, but to collect contact information and remind voters to 

vote.  Leagues are also encouraged to enroll organ donors.  We have partnered with LiveOnNY for the  past 

two years.  We  are the experts on voter registration.  They are the experts on enrolling donors.  On May3rd    

LWVNY received the Making a Difference award from LiveOnNY  “For an extraordinary spirit of 

compassion, commitment ,and dedication to advance organ, eye and tissue donation.’  During a voter 

registration drive, we can give citizens the power to vote and also power to save lives.  

 

As 2017 is a year for local elections when voter turnout is the lowest and young people are always the least 

likely to vote, leagues have been encouraged to reach out to their local high schools to register students.  

Engaging young people and inviting them to help with engaging other young people can make a difference.   

Join us on June 10th “Getting Out the Youth Vote” at 8:30am.  “Failure is impossible” when we all work 

together. 

 
 

ISSUES AND ADVOCACY 
Sally Robinson, Vice President 

 

Revised and Updated Impact on Issues  
Impact on Issues was updated each year in the fall of 2015 and 2016, taking into account the results of each 

year’s legislative session. It was distributed electronically, posted on the state website, and made available in 

hard copy for a small fee.  

 
2016 and 2017 Lobby Days (Advocacy Training Workshops)  
A number of League members and leaders joined in Albany in on Tuesday May 10, 2016.  There were 

presentations by our Issue Specialists on “hot topics” in the morning, lunch for networking, and then lobby 

visits with legislators to lobby League priority issues Lobby Day 2017 was on April 25 in Albany.  Members 

spent the day lobbying for voting reforms, health care, women’s issues, and environmental conservation. The 

very busy day included an exciting press conference on the need for comprehensive voting reforms. Several 

legislators attended and spoke at the event including Senate Democratic Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins.  

 

League Advocacy   
With the backdrop of the United States District court house and the trials of former Assembly Speaker 

Sheldon Silver and former Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos on federal corruption charges in the fall of 

2015, the state League held a press conference with our good government colleagues to press for 

comprehensive ethics reform. At the press conference we announced a letter to the Governor and legislative 

leaders giving a specific list of urgent reforms. Although we hoped that these trials would finally throw 

spotlight on the pervasive culture of Albany, no significant progress has been made in the state legislature on 

ethics and campaign finance reform. 
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In addition to asking our local Leagues to lobby their legislators to include campaign finance and ethics 

reforms in the state budget, we asked them to do post-budget lobby visits on election and ethics reform, and 

the education investment tax credit in April 2016. That year saw many of our priority bills being voted on in 

the Assembly but not taken up in the Senate but did see the full passage of Paid Family Leave, an issue the 

League has been fighting to pass for many years. The Assembly took up several of our priority voting bills 

including early voting, no excuse absentee voting, allowing for electronic boll books, and the Voter Friendly 

Ballot Act. The League was also once again successful at preventing the Education Tax Credit bill from 

coming to a vote in the Assembly. One of the biggest issues we worked on was legislation to close the LLC 

loophole. We worked directly with the bill sponsors and our good government allies to try and stir some 

movement on this bill but the Senate never took the opportunity to vote the bill out of committee.  

Unfortunately 2017 has continued the same pattern of legislative indifference to actually passing ethics and 

campaign finance reform. Given the Governor’s inclusion of voting reforms in his Executive Budget, we were 

hopeful some progress would be made in voting reform.  In mid-February 2017, we sent out a package of pre-

budget lobbying materials to local Leagues on voting reforms. Unfortunately however, voting reforms were 

dropped from the budget and the Governor’s support seemed to wane. Post-budget, we asked local Leagues to 

lobby on election reform, an environmental protection amendment to the Constitution and constitutional 

convention delegate selection reform. 

In the beginning of May, early voting was included on a Senate Elections Committee agenda. We organized a 

group of our members to attend the committee meeting and show that New Yorkers are serious about seeing 

this legislation passed this session. 

Support for the 2017 Constitutional Convention Ballot Question 
In 2016 the state League sent out educational material to all Local Leagues on the upcoming vote and the 

issues it presented. Leagues were encouraged to have informational meetings and given the opportunity to 

respond to the board with their thoughts.  At the March 2017 meeting the board meeting, a motion was made 

and passed to support the ballot proposal. 

 

State Studies 2015-2017 
Raise The Age 
The state Board approved a new position on Juvenile Justice in January 2016 following a successful 

concurrence with the LWV of Ohio’s Juvenile Justice position in the fall of 2015. 

 
Update on Legislative Procedures Position  

Delegates at the state League convention in June 2015 approved an update of our position on Legislative 

Procedures.  Suzanne Stassevich of the New York City League agreed to chair the committee and the 

committee members were  Lorrie Smith (Rensselaer) and Judy Weinstein (Rochester).  

The update was focused on two aspects of our current position in particular, although it might consider other 

parts, the reference to a part-time legislature and the ambiguous reference to length of terms. For individual 

members of local Leagues who were not participating in the study, we offered a conference call to go over the 

update materials and discuss the consensus questions.  

The state board approved a new updated Legislative Procedures position at its January 2016 meeting.  



“Failure is Impossible”  Convention Kit 
 

Page | 24 

 

Program Planning 2017-2019 
Eleven local Leagues Eleven Leagues responded to the request for recommendations by the deadline made 

recommendations for a new state program to be acted upon at Convention 2017.  The list can be found in the 

Pre-Convention Kit.  The Board is recommending an update of our position on Charter Schools adopted in 

2006 to delete the reference to the current 100 charter school cap.  The cap has been exceeded over the years 

and is no longer a relevant number.  

 

The Board is also recommending a concurrence on the LWV of Utah’s Death with Dignity position. Death 

with Dignity legislation has been introduced in the last few years in New York but not covered under our 

current Health Care positions. 

 

ELECTION LAW/GOVERNMENT 

Aimee Allaud, Issue Specialist 

The right of every citizen to vote has been a basic League of Women Voters principle since its origin. Early on 

state leagues adopted positions on election laws in their respective states. The LWVNYS has led the way in 

advocating for support of measure to protect, extend and encourage the use of the franchise. The League 

works to modernize and streamline the voting process and make it easier for all eligible citizens to participate 

in elections.” (www.lwvny.org) 

We take action based on both LWVUS and LWVNYS positions. A brief summary of election law positions 

under LWVUS and LWVNYS positions follow: 

· Support of measures to protect, extend and encourage the use of the franchise, including paperless and 

Election Day registration, no-excuse absentee and in-person early voting. 

· Restore integrity to the election process – specifically support for uniformity in election laws and procedures 

in their implementation and enforcement; promote measures that ensure the integrity of all ballots; 

· Support ballot access and fair campaign practices 

· (LWVNYS) Improve election processes to extend, encourage and protect voting, including paperless and 

Election Day registration, early voting, better ballot design, improved polling place management/poll worker 

training, a single June primary and measures to ensure the integrity of all ballots. 

In Coalition to support election reforms: The League has continued to work closely with our good government 

partners. In 2016 and 2017 we attended the annual Election Commissioners Conference in Albany. Our groups 

composed and distributed joint statements on our push for comprehensive voting reforms in New York State. 

We worked with our partners on press conferences calling on the legislature to pass voting reforms including 

early voting, no-excuse absentee voting, and automatic voter registration. 

On June 13th 2017, we will once again partner with our coalition and co-sponsor a major rally outside of the 

Capitol. The rally will focus exclusively on voting reforms. The goal is to put pressure on the legislature and 

Governor to pass voting reforms including: early voting, automatic voter registration, and electronic poll 

books, before session ends. 
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Letters: In October of 2016 we sent a letter to Governor Cuomo urging him to sign the Compact for the 

National Popular Vote. This legislation passed in the Assembly and Senate in 2016 but was set to expire by 

December 31st. The League urged the Governor to sign this legislation so that New York could join with other 

states that mandate that all electoral votes be delegated to the candidate who wins the majority of votes. The 

Governor signed this legislation into law on November 7th, 2016. 

Testimony to the Joint Fiscal Committees of the NYS Senate and Assembly of the NYS Senate and Assembly 

on the 2016-2017 Executive Budget Proposal on the NYS Board of Elections, February 4, 2016. 

Testimony to the Joint Fiscal Committees of the NYS Senate and Assembly of the NYS Senate and Assembly 

on the 2017-2018 Executive Budget Proposal on the NYS Board of Elections, January 31, 2017. 

Legislative Action 2016-2017 

The League’s Legislative Agenda for the period has included: 

· Support for early voting up to 7 days before an election. 

· Support for allowing electronic poll books to be used by counties during elections. 

· Support for “Voter Friendly Ballot Act” which would improve ballot design. 

· Support for the Voter Empowerment Act which would modernization voter registration. 

· Support for single June primary election. 

· Support for pre-registration of 16-17 year olds. 

· Opposition to voter ID laws in New York State. 

The State League also continues to monitor meetings of the Commissioners of the New York State Board of 

Elections. We attend these meetings regularly and share our insight with our fellow coalition partners. 

Events: On May 4th, 2016, the League co-sponsored a panel discussion with Colorado Election 

Administrators Donetta Davidson and Matt Crane at the Rockefeller Institute of Government. The panel also 

featured Peter Kosinski, commissioner of the NYS Board of Elections; Todd Valentine, co-executive director 

of the NYS Board of Elections; and Dustin Czarny, legislative committee chairman of the NYS Election 

Commissioner Association. The event was moderated by John R. Dunne, Esq., former NYS Senator & co-

chair of the NYS Bar Association Special Committee on Voter Participation. The event focused on the 

advances Colorado has made to their voting systems. Colorado currently uses an early voting system that 

allows them to save money by having all voters vote by mail or deliver their ballot to ballot boxes placed at 

various convenient locations throughout the state. 

On February 4, Kate Doran, LWVNYC elections specialist, and I spoke to the mid-Hudson League on 

advocating for the LWVNYS election reform agenda with local officials (boards of elections, county 

legislators, and NYS legislators). 
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FINANCING EDUCATION REPORT 

Marian Bott, Issue Specialist 
Education Tax Credits for Scholarships to Private Schools  

The League has been battling the Education Tax Credit since it was first proposed in 2013. Known in various 

versions as the Education Tax Credit bill or the Education Incentives Tax Credit, the bills have sought to allow 

individual and corporate taxpayers to contribute to non-profit “scholarship organizations” of their choice, 

which they now can do and receive the tax advantage of a charitable deduction. The tax credits offered in the 

bills would have directly offset New York State taxpayers’ income tax obligations by crediting donations of 

up to $1,000,000, unprecedented in any other state, against such taxes due. The League testified in opposition, 

held press conferences, and met with legislators, some of whom received substantial donations by the 

proponents for the first time. Religious leaders ran TV ads supporting the measure, and joined with charter 

school management organizations to increase their effectiveness. 

 

In 2014 and 2015, the Governor did not include the tax credit in his Executive budget proposal. In 2016 the 

Governor included the Education Tax Credit in his Executive budget and the League fought tirelessly 

alongside our partners to keep this measure out of the final budget. We were victorious but the fighting 

continued up until the final days of session.  In 2017 we were pleased that the Governor did not include the 

measure in his budget. In the final budget, private and charter schools did receive large increases in 

reimbursements. Although legislators thus far have chosen to avoid a fight for a tax credit this year, it is still 

clear that there are many legislators under pressure to favor religious and charter schools as a condition for 

their re-election.  

 

Financing Education 

In 2016 and 2017 the League testified the Joint Budget Committees on Education. Both years we highlighted 

the need for additional funding for high needs school districts. We reminded the Committee about the recent 

surge of English Language Learners (ELL) and the need for additional funding to ensure these students have 

access to resources that will help them learn and thrive. We called for a full phase in of Campaign for Fiscal 

Equity (2006 Court of Appeals decision and recommended fiscal remedy) (CFE) funding and an increase in 

Foundation Aid. We also asked the legislature to revisit the Pupil Needs Index (PNI) which determines the 

weightings for poverty and ELL’s.  The final budget left the PNI weightings virtually the same, but by using 

political shares to limit aid, constrained the distribution of funds such that the formula did not fully benefit 

students in high needs districts. 

 

The final state budget for 2017-2018 resulted in an allocation of an additional $700 million for Foundation 

Aid, which is funding for both rural and urban high needs school districts. The total increase in education aid 

was $1.1 billion. The charter school cap remains intact (as of June 1, 2017) but could still be increased by 

session end. The charter school funders are now gearing up for the “increase in the cap” as a trade for mayoral 

control.   There was a $500 per student increase in tuition aid and a $500 increase in charter’s capital aid 

reimbursable by the state. STAR rebate checks, which the League opposes since it prefers a property tax 

circuit breaker, will also continue. 

 

In 2018 our goals for legislation would include devoting more time to reforms within the area of property 

taxation and assessment in accordance with our positons, and further work on ensuring that charter schools are 

in compliance with laws governing discrimination against students with special needs including ELL’s. 
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HEALTH CARE REPORT 

Madeline Zevon and Anne Burton, Co-Chairs 

Health care in New York State continues to be in flux. The Affordable Care Act (ACA) has made significant 

inroads into broadening health care coverage, however, co-pays and deductibles still remain an obstacle, 

making health care unaffordable for many who bought insurance through the ACA marketplace. Medicaid 

expansion has been the biggest success, particularly for the working poor, but that and many other benefits are 

threatened by the current GOP’s proposed replacement of the ACA. 

States do have some options. The good news is that the New York Health Act, a single-payer bill, 

A.4738(Gottfried)/S4840(Rivera), is making great progress in the New York State legislature. It has passed in 

the State Assembly for the past three years (this May by a vote of 94 - 46) and in the State Senate it has 31 co-

sponsors, just one vote away from a majority. 

The bill would cover 100% of New Yorkers with no co-pays, deductibles or premiums. It would be paid for by 

a progressive income tax, similar to how we pay for Medicare. It would cover all medically necessary 

treatment, including dental, hearing, vision, mental health and substance abuse, more comprehensive than 

most private insurance policies. There would be no more private insurance companies. A recent study showed 

that it would save New York $45 billion a year, or $2,200 per person, mainly by eliminating bloated 

administrative costs and negotiating with drug companies to lower prices. 

The State League has issued a memorandum of support sent to state legislators. It is also an endorser of the 

Campaign for New York Health, a coalition of more than 200 organizations working to gain passage of this 

legislation. We have an active committee in Westchester County doing grassroots support, holding forums, 

speaking to to groups, lobbying legislators in Albany and locally, writing op ed articles and letters-to-the-

editors. The State League has helped the effort greatly by sending out an advocacy document to all State 

League members listing State Senators to be called along with a sample script, background facts and sample 

tweets. Our Westchester/Putnam League meets on a monthly basis and has 20 members. Our state health 

committee has members from all over the state and we correspond by email. Many Leagues have committees 

in their area and are doing similar grassroots efforts such as the Westchester Committee. 

The current legislative session ends on June 21st. Our hope is that it will pass in this session, although there 

are still some hurdles to overcome. The main issue is whether it will be brought to the floor for a vote. 

 

 

PAY EQUITY AND WOMEN’S EQUALITY REPORT 

Barbara Thomas, Co-Issues Specialist 
 

Living Wage/ Minimum Wage  LWVNY Convention ’15 called for the creation of a committee to determine 

an appropriate living wage for our state and its localities. Formed  in the Fall the members of the committee 

were:  Ann Converso (LWV Buffalo/Niagara); Carole Mehlman (LWV NYC); Lenore Schwager (LWV 

Cortland); Sara Wokan (LWV Broome/Tioga) and Barbara Thomas (LWV Saratoga), chair. The committee 

developed a definition of a living wage, discovered tools for determining a living wage in the counties of 

NYS, and found that in all cases a living wage exceeded $15/hr. This enabled LWVNY to lobby with coalition 

partners and saw the inclusion of a $15/hr minimum wage bill enacted as a part of the NYS Budget 2016. 
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Women’s Equality Act  The end of session in 2015 saw the Assembly passage of the last of the nine parts of 

the Women’s Equality Act package that the Senate had passed at the beginning of session and the Governor 

signed the last of those bills into law in October, 2015.  Still missing from the original WEA package was the 

bill to codify Roe vs. Wade into NYS law.  LWVNY members, along with coalition partners, continue to 

lobby for the passage of the Contraceptive Care Act and the Reproductive Health Act to protect reproductive 

health care, which is increasingly threatened at the national level. Early in 2017 we submitted comments to 

strengthen insurance regulations requiring coverage for contraceptive and abortion coverage. 

Paid Family Leave Insurance (PFLI) is important to all workers, but particularly needed by women because 

they still are the overwhelming majority of caregivers. Beginning in the summer of 2015 LWVNY  and local 

Leagues co-sponsored events, petitions, LTEs, post carding and visits and calls to the Governor, Assembly 

and Senate members that resulted in PFLI passing on April 1, 2016.  This winter LWVNY submitted 

comments on the proposed regulations to implement the law which goes into effect Dec 31, 2017. 

Pay Equity/Equal Pay  Working with PowHer we submitted comments early in 2016  on the WEA bill that 

prevented retaliation against employees for talking with other employees about their wages (there is no way 

you can know if you are being paid equally unless you can compare salaries).  This year we are lobbying for a 

bill that would prevent employers from inquiring about salary history (which is another practice that 

perpetuates discrimination against, women, the disabled and people of color).  Pay Equity (equal pay for work 

of comparable value) is still a goal, but is not on the front burner right now. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

Elisabeth (Beth) Radow, Committee Chair 
 

Letter to Delaware River Basin Commission.  

15-17 Million Americans (5% of Americans) living in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware 

source their drinking water from the Delaware River Basin (DRBC). The DRBC was established in 1961 

during the Kennedy administration to establish a unified approach to managing the Delaware River system 

and steward the water quality and water use, without regard to political boundaries 

(http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/). The DRBC, whose governance includes the four basin state governors and the 

Division Engineer, North Atlantic Division, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers who serves as the federal 

government’s representative, is reviving review of regulations, currently stopped by a moratorium, which if 

given the green light would allow shale gas drilling and hydraulic fracturing operations in the Delaware River 

Basin.  

In February, 2017 the NYS League sent a joint letter to the DRBC urging them to continue their moratorium 

indefinitely on shale gas drilling and hydraulic fracking operations, including gas storage, involving the 

Delaware River Basin. The League partnered with the State Leagues of New Jersey, Delaware, and 

Pennsylvania to call on the Division Engineer of the Army Corps of Engineers and Governors of these states 

to ensure clean water for all those who receive their water supply from the Delaware River Basin. Read the 

joint letter:  http://www.lwvny.org/advocacy/natural-resources/environmental-law/2017/Letter-to-Delaware-

River-Basin-Commission-on-Preservation-of-Safe-Drinking-Water.pdf   

SEQRA. At a hearing on New York State Environmental Quality Review, The League of Women Voters of 

New York State expressed the League’s supports transparency and optimizing public engagement throughout 

the environmental review process. The League also supports a review process that includes assessments by 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=5&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.nj.us%2Fdrbc%2F
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=11&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lwvny.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fnatural-resources%2Fenvironmental-law%2F2017%2FLetter-to-Delaware-River-Basin-Commission-on-Preservation-of-Safe-Drinking-Water.pdf
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=11&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lwvny.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fnatural-resources%2Fenvironmental-law%2F2017%2FLetter-to-Delaware-River-Basin-Commission-on-Preservation-of-Safe-Drinking-Water.pdf
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impartial experts of actual and potential environmental impacts on both our natural resources and human 

health. In addition, the League supports consistent enforcement to ensure compliance with the outcome of the 

review process.  

Be Earthwise.      In 2017, the League launched an on-line educational resource 

that engages citizens to preserve natural resources and address the impacts of climate change through their 

consumer purchases, activities of daily living and advocacy communication with elected representatives. The 

campaign titled “Be Earthwise” educates about the impacts of animal agriculture, household cleaning 

products and Americans’ penchant for acquiring “stuff.” Recommendations are given to become meat free (or 

eat grass fed meat), be chemical (toxic) free, and reduce, reuse, repurpose, pre-cycle and recycle, in an effort 

to preserve natural resources and reduce the effects of climate change. Be Earthwise includes extensive 

information and research on each of the topics, helpful tips on how to get started, recommendations for 

communicating to elected officials and a pledge that enables the League to contact the participants. Be 

Earthwise will continue to present educational information, periodically on relevant topics. Be Earthwise is 

available at http://lwvny.org/earthwise/  

 

 

 

GRASSROOTS LOBBY DIRECTOR 

Carol Mellor, Director 
 

In addition to my duties on the Issues Committee and reaching out to members and locals on subjects ranging 

from bylaws to league management, I have worked to broaden the communication channels between members 

and the State Board. This has taken form, in large part, in conference calls between members of the Board and 

members. We have purposely made these calls open to all members so that the flow of information is direct. 

Admittedly, there have been technical glitches on some calls, from a total breakdown of the system to the 

failure to record the last call as we had hoped to do. Members have suggested improvements to our methods 

and we are striving to upgrade the quality of the experience. That said, we have strived to provide this service 

to our members so that questions can be answered, disagreements can be aired and ideas can be exchanged. 

 

Since the last convention, we have held the following calls. The first, which was organized in response to 

expressed interest at convention, dealt with Candidates’ Debates. During that call, some of the problems and 

issues experienced by locals were addressed and many ideas for solutions and best practices were offered. 

Then, to facilitate the participation in the two national studies: Amending the Constitution and Money in 

Politics, we held calls to present the study material so that locals were in a position to hold consensus 

meetings. At the Board meeting in December, it was decided that we would hold a call to reach out to new 

members. However, before this call was finalized, the Women’s March(es) galvanized the activism and 

enthusiasm of our members, and the focus of this call turned to suggestions and ideas on how locals and 

individuals could channel this energy for political action. Most recently, we held a call to discuss the Board’s 

decision to support the November ballot proposal on holding a Constitutional Convention. 

 

We are always open to suggestions for topics for these calls. As has been shown by the history of the past two 

years, the subjects can run the gamut from league management issues, through study facilitation and to 

substantive League positions. Feel free to contact me to suggest a topic. 

 

http://lwvny.org/earthwise/
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR REPORT 

Terri Parks, Regional Director Coordinator 
 

The current Region configuration for Regional Directors connects leagues in geographic regions for regional 

calls and regional trainings.  In this configuration, the president of each ILO contacts their Leagues. This 

further enhances the support network that ILOs represent.   

 

There are cooperative programming efforts by local Leagues in several regions connected by regional calls.  

Distance between Leagues is often a limiting factor. We encourage all local Leagues to participate in the 

regional conference call that follows state board meeting and to benefit as much as possible from the insights, 

opportunities and support that Leagues can offer one another in this manner.  While the conferees are usually 

League presidents, any local League leader may represent their League. Discussions on the calls are not 

limited to the issues included in the summaries I have sent four times each year but include sharing of 

information and concerns about local League operation among the people on the call.  There is much wisdom 

and dedication evident among the conferees! 
 

As I step away from this position and the state board, I want to thank the regional directors for keeping in 

touch with the Leagues in your region and all the local League leaders who have shared your time and insights 

in the conference calls for the past four years.  Two-way communication is vital to our success as a state 

organization. 
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LOCAL LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS 
As of Jan. 31, 2017  

 

LEAGUE NAME 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Albany County 279 272 257 255 231 235 173 192 184 159 153 

North East Westchester 61 57 44 40 27 28 37 28 31 31 35 

Bronxville 135 127 142 121 80 82 0 0 0 0 0 

Brookhaven 96 99 90 84 74 70 70 65 67 63 63 

Broome and Tioga Co. 144 128 126 111 109 109 109 100 100 93 97 

Buffalo/Niagara 405 371 377 321 238 225 224 213 193 190 197 

Cazenovia 49 46 46 47 37 41 35 32 24 29 32 

Central Nassau 64 43 48 49 39 35 35 27 20 20 26 

Chautauqua County 121 124 126 108 93 88 88 83 84 88 86 

Chemung County 26 27 35 29 34 15 20 20 20 14 14 

Columbia County 33 33 27 35 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cooperstown Area 38 39 36 33 24 34 40 47 35 47 67 

Cortland County 22 25 26 30 26 29 29 24 23 28 31 

East Nassau 96 83 78 80 59 53 53 47 51 45 47 

Eastern Putnam County 0 0 15 23 20 5 5 5 5 9 12 

Geneva 91 78 77 60 55 53 50 46 38 34 39 

Great Neck 68 67 74 58 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Greater Oneida Area 21 13 15 11 11 10 8 7 7 6 5 

Hamptons 185 187 187 165 144 135 124 133 125 116 119 

Harrison 59 60 50 49 41 43 34 36 39 35 29 

Huntington 76 70 78 91 90 87 85 89 88 97 69 

Larchmont/Mamaroneck 159 149 131 102 89 90 76 83 74 108 107 

Long Beach 105 97 86 51 44 42 47 27 31 33 41 

LWVNYS 68 133 141 88 94 91 89 57 36 33 31 

Mid Hudson Region 132 129 108 114 88 94 91 90 92 92 86 

New Castle 190 184 163 128 103 85 92 86 84 94 112 

New Rochelle 119 110 101 95 85 89 77 74 59 45 56 

New York City 769 665 541 500 243 265 205 199 223 217 275 

Oneonta 109 105 79 67 57 52 48 46 38 41 35 

Orleans County 25 22 26 18 12 13 14 0 0 0 0 

North Country  41 40 37 38 36 32 42 52 43 40 42 
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Port Washington 185 147 132 132 108 133 118 142 128 100 118 

Rensselaer County 100 100 98 101 89 84 77 81 80 81 76 

Rivertowns 97 93 78 87 47 41 53 73 75 86 89 

Rochester Metro 290 287 289 278 146 135 131 132 145 139 137 

Rockland County 76 75 69 73 47 50 50 34 37 27 32 

Rye-Rye Brook 80 57 39 49 47 53 37 51 57 47 54 

Saratoga County 173 181 177 169 150 144 150 161 130 141 146 

Saugerties 36 24 18 25 22 14 24 24 17 15 14 

Scarsdale 316 299 290 259 275 223 203 220 216 205 201 

Schenectady County 181 167 156 162 149 131 132 129 126 134 138 

Schuyler 62 54 49 45 39 39 21 21 17 14 10 

Shelter Island 58 79 83 38 34 33 46 42 44 44 40 

Smithtown 55 55 51 46 37 38 37 36 28 29 30 

Somers 138 129 128 126 134 116 105 99 87 94 59 

Southwest Nassau 149 122 127 116 101 83 82 76 66 50 34 

Steuben County 22 20 23 22 23 25 24 24 25 26 26 

Syracuse Metro. 100 103 94 93 86 85 102 100 90 71 69 

Tompkins County 155 148 130 123 121 106 103 90 82 92 78 

Utica Metro. Area 44 52 57 55 54 53 57 54 56 44 52 

Warren County 0 0 0 0 18 17 9 13 0 0 0 

White Plains 161 165 153 141 130 125 134 145 125 117 121 

TOTALS 6264 5940 5608 5141 4179 3958 3695 3655 3445 3363 3430 

                        

                        

Hamilton       11     8 0 0 0 0 

Orange       17     0   0 0 0 

Wayne       9     17 13 10 10 6 

St. Lawrence/Jefferson        23     21 13 7 8 6 

Southern Westchester             19 14 0 0 0 
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VOTE 411 

Jennifer Wilson, Director of Policy and Programs 

VOTE411 was a great success in 2016! Thanks to the hard work of 34 of our local Leagues, VOTE411 

provided website visitors with candidate information for the Presidential race, the US Senate Race, all 

Congressional races, Assembly and Senate District races, as well as a number of races for local offices across 

the state (for example., races for city/family court judges, clerks, council members, etc.). 

We had a record breaking year for Vote411.The Friday before the election every state had already experienced 

more sessions than they did in all of 2012. A initiating a session indicates that that person logged onto the 

Vote411 site. The user must go through two additional screens before they are presented with the actual 

candidate and race information. On Election Day itself, the voter guide section alone had over 400,000 

sessions across the country. It was a 280% increase in the number of sessions we had on Election Day in 2012. 

Vote411 had nearly 6 million sessions from Jan 1st through Nov 8th, and over 2.7 million of those sessions 

included the online voters’ guides (the actual candidate and race information). That represents an over 279% 

increase in sessions nationwide to voters’ guides. 

In New York State we had a total of 176,974 sessions state wide with 143,822 of those users being new users. 

In 2012 we had only 52,212 sessions throughout the state representing a 238.95% increase in sessions. The 

towns/cities with the largest usage were: 

Albany 3,594 

Buffalo 4,178 

Binghamton 996 

Brighton 1,536 

Cheektowaga 1,755 

Country Knolls 1,181 

Fairpoint 1,159 

Getzville 1,088 

Ithica 1,326 

New Rochelle 1,255 

NYC 82,008 

Saratoga Springs 2,118 

Schenectady 962 

Syracuse 2,096 

Troy 1,231 

White Plains 1,479 

Yonkers 1,232 

Everyone did a great job this year and we are looking forward to working with you all on future elections! 
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DEVELOPMENT  
Kate Jankowski, Development and Communication Coordinator 

 
In June of 2015, we successfully concluded the League Matters Campaign for which donors gave over 

$407,000 during a three year period. This total was raised in addition to our regular annual fund. The League 

Matters Campaign had two goals:  1. To provide more resources allowing the state League to do more for 

local Leagues and at the state Capitol; and 2. To inspire donors to give more to the state League going 

forward. Both of these goals have been met. Because of the successful Campaign, we were able to create the 

full-time Program Director position currently held by Jennifer Wilson. This has allowed for more staff focus 

on vote411.org, legislative issues and lobbying, and development of programs on key issues facing voters. 

Our annual fund has also continued to increase since the successful completion of the League Matters 

Campaign. Many donors have continued to give at the level they did during the Campaign and we have been 

successful in renewing donors who first gave during the Campaign.  

 

The annual fund for the Education Foundation increased from a bit over $51,000 to over $108,000 in the fiscal 

year ended June 30, 2016. Of the donors who made their first gift during the League Matters Campaign, 49% 

have continued to give. Overall, 66% of our Campaign donors have continued to give and, of those renewing 

donors, 59% are giving more than they were giving prior to the Campaign. 
 

As we approach the 100
th

 anniversary of the state League in 2019, we will use the momentum created by the 

League Matters Campaign to launch another ambitious fund-raising campaign in conjunction with our 

anniversary celebrations. We have formed a committee, co-chaired by Board Members, Sally Robinson and 

Jane Park, that is working with a fund-raising consultant to plan this campaign. We have already started 

surveying our members and donors to get opinions about program and fundraising goals for this effort and 

plan to hold a series of focus groups to help us finalize our fundraising plan. This ambitious campaign will 

help launch us into our next 100 years from a powerful platform and will allow us to remain a vital, relevant 

organization. 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NYS 
Financial Report as of April 30, 2017 

 
 

     

July 1, 2016 - 
Apr 30, 2017 

2016 -2017 
Budget 

  
Income 

   

   
Member Support 

   

    
PMP Income 

 
55,777.64 52,416.00 

    
Gifts, donations and grants 

 
25,456.33 41,651.00 

    
Direct Mail Income 

 
27,924.00 21,200.00 

   
Total Member Support 

 
109,157.97 115,267.00 

   
Development (Ele Night Reporting) 8,030.00 9,000.00 

   
Projects/Programs From EF 

 
118,262.22 145,105.00 

   
Voter Services (Voter Guides) 

 
786.50 1,000.00 

   
State Meetings and Trainings 

 
4,595.00 23,125.00 

   
Publication Sales 

 
2,782.10 2,500.00 

   
 Product Sales 

 
2,628.94 2,500.00 

   
Cost of Goods Sold 

 
0.00 -3,000.00 

  
Total Income 

 
246,242.73 295,497.00 

  
Expense 

   

   
PMP National 

 
456.00 470.00 

   
 Mal Unit Support 

 
-68.00 78.00 

   
Projects/Programs Expenses (organ donor & voter guides) 7,906.67 15,000.00 

   
 Advocacy Expenses (Leg Agendas) 2,872.83 4,500.00 

   
Development Expenses (Ele Night Reporting) 5,316.44 6,040.00 

   
Administrative Expenses (Tech, supplies, postage, tel, insurance) 42,449.58 62,405.00 

   
 Payroll Related Expenses 

 
148,486.02 197,504.00 

   
Rent Expense 

 
5,000.00 6,000.00 

   
Meetings 

 
967.99 2,000.00 

   
Publications Expense 

 
3,262.29 1,000.00 

   
Products Expense 

 
3,761.86 500.00 

  
Total Expense 

 
220,411.68 295,497.00 

Net Income 
 

25,831.05 0.00 

 
Approximately $20,000 is expected in additional income from the EF for educational programs and an additional 

$25,000 is expected in payroll expenses and $1,000 in rent expense. Convention income and expenses have also not 

been included in the numbers above.  
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LWV OF NYS EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
Financial Report as of April 30, 2017 

 

      

     

Jul '16 - 
Apr 17 Budget 

 
Ordinary Income/Expense 

  

  
Income 

  

   
Support Income 

  

    
 LL Contributions 0.00 300.00 

    
Member Contributions 71,492.75 60,000.00 

    
Board Donations 4,830.00 15,000.00 

    
Community/Corporate Donations 28,111.37 30,000.00 

   
Total  · Support Income 104,434.12 105,300.00 

   
 Income- Development 

  

    
Womens Issues 0.00 2,000.00 

    
UN Event 10,325.50 12,000.00 

   
Total · Income- Development 10,325.50 14,000.00 

   
Direct Mail Income 41,320.55 30,500.00 

   
Other Income (rent and endowed funds) 23,261.98 22,400.00 

  
Total Income 179,342.15 172,200.00 

  
Expense 

  

   
Programs/Projects (reimb to LWV) 118,262.22 145,105.00 

   
Development/Projects 

  

    
 Development Expenses (History projects) 4,838.94 2,000.00 

    
UN Event 8,350.65 7,000.00 

   
Total  Development/Projects 13,189.59 9,000.00 

   
Direct Mail Expenses 2,826.50 3,500.00 

   
General Administrative (Bldg exps, supplies, SIA, insurance) 37,277.14 59,719.00 

   
Bank Charges 1,040.75 1,500.00 

   
Endowed shared Funds (Rochester) 4,000.00 3,000.00 

  
Total Expense 176,596.20 221,824.00 

 
Other Income/Expense 

  

  
Other Income 

  

   
 Local PMP GRANTS MANAGEMENT 2,027.61 5,824.00 

   
Use of Cash Reserves 0.00 43,700.00 

   
 Admin Fee-GRANTS MANAGEMENT 0.00 100.00 

 
Net Other Income 2,027.61 49,624.00 

Net Income 
 

4,773.56 0.00 

 
Please note that $30,000 is expected in income this month and $25,000 of the expected expenses for the Students Inside 

Albany Conference have not been included (in General Administrative Expenses). Approximately $20,000 in additional 

expenses will be incurred as reimbursement to the League in Programs/Projects account. Anticipated result is $20,000 

use of cash reserves for the year. 
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Q&A on Proposed 2017-18 Budget  
 

At convention, we are just voting on the LWVNYS budget, not the Education 

Foundation (EF) budget. Why are we getting information about the EF budget and why 

is it important? 
 

The LWVNYS is a 501c4 corporation; contributions to the LWVNYS are not tax deductible because activities 

that involve membership or advocacy cannot be covered by tax deductible donations. The LWVNYS budget 

includes our biggest expense – payroll.   

 

The EF is a 501c3 corporation; contributions made to it are tax deductible in support of its educational 

activities.  

 

Since some of our LWVNYS staff’s time and some of the expenses of the office are in support of EF 

activities, the EF reimburses the LWVNYS for that time and those expenses. Thus the two budgets are 

interrelated, with a reimbursement expense in the EF budget and reimbursement income in the 

LWVNYS budget. 
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2017 CONVENTION DELEGATES as of June 7, 2017 
 

Name League Representing 

Mary Beilby LWV of Albany County  

Patrcia Sibilia LWV of Albany County  

Cindy Schultz LWV of Albany County  

Regina Tillman LWV of Albany County  

Britt Westergard LWV of Albany County  

Aimee Allaud LWV of Albany County LWV of Saugerties 

Margaret Goodfellow LWV of Broome & Tioga Counties  

Susan Ruff LWV of Broome & Tioga Counties  

Sara Wokan LWV of Broome & Tioga Counties  

Marian Deutschman LWV of Buffalo/Niagara  

Ramona Gallagher LWV of Buffalo/Niagara  

Shirley Joy LWV of Buffalo/Niagara  

Nora Mikes LWV of Buffalo/Niagara  

Terri Parks  LWV of Buffalo/Niagara  

Lori Robinson LWV of Buffalo/Niagara  

Charlie Amos LWV of Cazenovia  

Marion Fleming LWV of Central Nassau  

Ruth Jones LWV of Central Nassau  

Mary Croxton LWV Chautauqua County  

Alison King LWV of Cortland County  

Barbara Epstein LWV of East Nassau  

Peggy Stein LWV of East Nassau  

Phyllis Hoenig LWV of Eastern Putnam County  

Eileen Reilly LWV of Eastern Putnam County  

Martha Davis LWV of Geneva  

Christine Hoffman LWV of Geneva  

Glorian Berk LWV of the Hamptons  

Arlene Hinkemeyer LWV of the Hamptons  

Barbara McClancy LWV of the Hamptons  

Susan Wilson LWV of the Hamptons  

Colette Knuth LWV of Huntington  

Joyce Viscomi LWV of Huntington  

Beth Radow LWV of Larchmont Mamaroneck  

Sally Robinson LWVNYS Board  

Judie Gorenstein LWVNYS Board  

Carol Mellor LWVNYS Board  

Jane Park  LWVNYS Board  
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Dare Thompson LWVNYS Board  

Jennifer Clark LWV of Mid Hudson Region  

Kathy O'Connor LWV of Mid Hudson Region  

Doug Thompson LWV of Mid Hudson Region  

Jennifer Mebes LWV of New Castle  

Sheila Miller Bernson LWV of New Castle  

Catherine Gray LWV of the City of New York   

Suzanne Stassevitch LWV of the City of New York   

Suzy Johnson LWV of the North Country  

Susan Kelley LWV of the North Country  

Michele Lamberti LWV of Port Washington/Manhasset  

Anne Burton LWV of Rensselaer County  

Kate Jankowki LWV of Rensselaer County  

Judy Meyer LWV of Rensselaer County  

Linda Levine LWV of the Rivertowns  

Susan Schwarz LWV of the Rivertowns  

Virginia Busack LWV of Rochester Metro Area  

Georgia DeGregorio LWV of Rochester Metro Area  

Ida Holloran LWV of Rochester Metro Area  

Judy Weinstein LWV of Rochester Metro Area  

Patricia Garrett LWV of Saratoga County   

Ann Kril LWV of Saratoga County   

Linda McKenney LWV of Saratoga County   

Susan Ransom LWV of Saratoga County   

Barbara Thomas LWV of Saratoga County   

Janice Starr LWV of Scarsdale  

Paula Kinsella LWV of Schenectady County  

Judy Middelkoop LWV of Schenectady County  

Claire DiSpirito LWV of Smithtown  

Patricia LaWare LWV of Smithtown  

Nancy Rosenthal LWV of Southwest Nassau  

Erin-Leigh Darnley LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Margrit Diehl LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Rhonda Hungerford LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Kay Sharp LWV of Tompkins County  

Susan Multer LWV of Tompkins County  

Kay Wagner LWV of Tompkins County  

Shirley Hilts-Adams LWV of Utica Metro Area  

Mary  Monaco LWV of Utica Metro Area  

 76 Delegates representing 30 Local Leagues  
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ILO’s 

Name 
 

League 
 
Representing 

Jane Thomas Nassau  County ILO   

Lisa Scott Suffolk County ILO   

MaryLou Green Westchester County ILO   

3 Delegates representing 3 ILO’s 
 

 
MAL UNITS 

Name 
 

League 
Representing 

Elaine Schmidt LWV of Rochester Metro Area Wayne County MAL 

Betty Ann King LWV of the North Country St. Lawrence MAL 
2 Delegates representing 2 local Leagues 

 

 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Name     

Joan Durant LWV of Syracuse Metro 
  

 
VISITORS 

Name  League Representing 

Gay Canough LWV of Broome and Tioga Counties   

Peter Kahn LWV of Tompkins County   

Lenore Rapalski LWV of Syracuse Metro Area   
3 Visitors representing 3 local Leagues 

 
OBSERVERS 

Observers League 
 

Charlotte Farris LWV of Cortland County   

Karen McBride LWV of Utica Metro Area   

Cindy Ciaralli LWV of Greater Oneida Area   

3 Observers representing 3 local Leagues 
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VOLUNTEERS 
Name League  

Joan Johnson LWV of Syracuse Metro Area Volunteer Coordinator 

Linda Alerio LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Sandra Bean LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Anne Burton LWV of Rensselaer  

Margrit Diehl LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Sandra Gowing LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Rhonda Hungerford LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Carole Torok Huxtable LWV of Utica Rome   

Sylvia Matousek LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Karen McBride LWV of Utica Rome   

Roberta Millert LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Terri Parks  LWV of Buffalo/Niagara  

Lenore Rapalski LWV of Syracuse Metro Area  

Patricia Sibilia LWV of Albany County   

 
 

2017 CONVENTION STAFF 
 

Laura Ladd Bierman, Executive Director  
Jennifer Wilson, Director of Programs and Policy 
Kate Jankowski, Communication and Development Coordinator 
Katrina McEwan, Office Administrator 
Lisa Allendorph, Finance Administrator  
 
 
 
 

 


