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Almost 100 people attended the Annual League Day at the United Nations on December 4, 2019. 

After tours of the UN facility and lunch in the Delegates’ Dining Room, the attendees were 

briefed on climate change issues by two speakers.  

 

Thanks to Zonta International – District 4 and the Women’s Bar Association of New York for 

co-sponsoring the day with the League’s Education Foundation. 

 

Omar Hernandez - Office of UN Sustainability Goals, Department of Global 

Communications 
We don’t necessarily speak about climate change but do speak about climate change impacts. 

What is the UN going to do? It cannot just call to action for government or mandates from 

government and intergovernmental organizations, but also needs to speak to private sector and 

academia because research that has been conducted is not being implemented in the field and in 

civil society. It is not just the responsibility of those in government but also those in the private 

sector and public citizens. We have common goals and common problems and all have a 

responsibility to address climate change.  

 

Social impact of climate change can be seen in countries heavily effected by natural disasters. 

These tend to be the poorest countries and suffer the most. The groups most impacted are women 

and children, migrants, refugees, asylum seekers. These are groups that don’t have resources and 

support and suffer the most. When women and children are forced to move because of climate 

change triggered by disasters, they are highly suseptible to human trafficking and organized 

crime groups. Forced migration to protect their lives and the lives of their families is another 

result of climate change. Most refugees and asylum seekers go to neighboring countries that also 

have significant challenges and are often only just beginning to develop.  

 

What is being done to minimize the threat of disasters? The capacity of China to rebuild after 

aclimate change disaster is not the same as Haiti. Resources in countries that are developed such 

as Japan, China, and the US, are much better equipped to deal with the disasters than newly 

developing countries who are hit by similar disasters. These countries take much longer to 

recover and result in much more suffering. 

 

Where can you help minimize waste? The UN is launching initiatives to reduce their waste and 

they want to encourage individuals to do the same in their homes, businesses, places of worship 

and other areas of their life. Entire countries can disappear because of climate change. Fiji and 

islands in the Caribbean are at risk of being completely destroyed.We can take action through 

advocacy and raising awareness - we have to let people know. The economy can’t depend on the 

exports of oil while we are also advocating for climate change. Advocacy can have the biggest 

impact on climate change but you often need to adjust your messaging for different populations 

and to involve more stakeholders. 

 



 

Satay Tripatni, UN Assistant Secretary General and Head of NY Office at UN 

Environment 
Humans are collectively responsible for climate change and collectively responsible for 

addressing climate change. But countries who did not contribute as much to climate change are 

now being asked to help as much or in some cases more than countries who were key 

catalysts.The countries that advanced in the industrial revolution are now telling countries who 

are trying to advance that they can’t use the same mechanisms that were used by those nations 

(coal and industrial manufacturing). Women had less of a hand in climate change because it 

wasn’t until recently that they had any say in policy and politics.  315 parts per million of carbon 

monoxide is currently impacting our atmosphere. The latest emissions report said that to prevent 

a 3.9 degree increase of global warming will require a 7.6% drop in emissions.  

 

Climate change is persistent because of three human emotions and actions - ignorance, 

arrogance, and a refusal to act.  

 Ignorance - people don’t want to talk about climate change and its challenges even 

though doing so leads to consciousness to change behavior. Humans believe nature exists 

for us but there are billions of other species on the planet. 

 Arrogance - many refuse to be educated about climate change and when people try to 

educate us, we bring politics into the conversation.  

 Refusal to act - even when we know that there are problems, we refuse to act. 

 

There is still hope and we can’t scare people into action; we need to excite people into action. 

Solutions need money but we are not looking for money in the right place. Private sector has the 

money and is the one doing the most damage. We need to find private resources to fund our 

solutions. The challenge for the UN is getting our priorities in order. The UN is working on a 

number of areas with the G7 and G20 engaging with different actors at different levels as all the 

theories and predictions vary greatly. The Paris agreement is finally implemented but with no 

results so far which is why all countries need to agree.  

 

Individuals can have a major impact by making small choices. Global population and impact on 

resources can be a problem but can also be a positive in implementing change. People can help to 

control populations by empowering women.  Zero budget natural farming (ZBNF) program can 

help institute no chemical farming. The biggest solution is asking profit managers where they are 

putting your investment funds. Don’t deploy money to the wrong priority and divert your 

investments toward companies with more positive impact on climate change.  

 


